MECHANIZATION SUPPORT POLICY FOR HOUSEHOLD FOOD SECURITY

Introduction

Mechanization plays an important role in the ability of households with access to agricultural land to produce food. Without mechanical equipment they are unable to prepare the land timely and plant when the soil moisture is optimal. In poor households this inability increase their dependency on social grants and donations from other sources.

Background

There are an estimated 2 million households in South Africa, which have access to agricultural land but do not have the means to produce food on it. Contractors available in these areas ask exorbitant prices for their services because the demands are high for the limited capacity available. The crop production realised is in most cases worth less than the amount paid for the contractors. 

Timeliness of operations is a concern as for example the production of maize drops by one ton per week after the optimum planting time. 

Qualification criteria
Households that participate in the programme must be living close to the land that qualifies. 

The size of the land must not be more than two (2) hectares under dry land conditions or half (½) hectare under irrigation per household.

Relatively poor households will be prioritized eg those that have income from social grants.

Households must have access to land with a potential to produce food crops under dry land conditions or irrigation.

Mechanization support programme
Provinces must provide the following free services to households that qualify:

· Identify and map the land that qualify per household

· Apply fertilizer according to the requirements for the crop

· Prepare the seedbed

· Plant the crop or provide the seed

Provinces must acquire, operate and maintain the agricultural machinery needed to address the requirements in each district.  

Provinces can deliver the services directly or through contractors, an agency or in collaboration with district municipalities. 

The total cost for the service including production inputs must be provided free of charge. 

Provinces must report annually to the Chief Director Food Security (DAFF) on the number and size of tractors and implements available, the area worked with each unit and the cost incurred. 

Provinces must report annually to the Chief Director Food Security (DAFF) on the number of household serviced, the size of land worked, the production inputs distributed/received and the production realised per household per ward/district. 
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