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A General Overview 
 
Gun Free South Africa (GFSA) welcomes the Dangerous Weapons Bill [B 37—2012], recognising the 
need to: 

 Provide for certain prohibitions and restrictions in respect of the possession of a dangerous 
weapon, firearm or replica or imitation firearm; 

 Repeal the Dangerous Weapons Acts in operation in the areas of the erstwhile South Africa, 
Transkei, Bophuthatswana, Venda and Ciskei, as those areas were constituted immediately 
before 27 April 1994;  

 Amend the Act; and to provide for matters connected therewith. 
 

B Gun Free South Africa Submission 
GFSA’s submission focuses specifically on imitation or replica firearms.  Currently the Dangerous 
Weapons Bill makes provision for such weapons, which are defined by the Firearms Control Act as 
“anything that has the appearance of a firearm but is not capable of operating as such and cannot by 
superficial examination be identified as an imitation” to be owned, carried and used, albeit with 
certain restrictions. 
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GFSA’s submission proposes that all imitation/ replica firearms be banned in an effort to end the 
needless injuries and deaths related to these firearms (see Section C: Rationale below).  As such, 
GFSA proposes that: 
 
1. The Dangerous Weapons Bill bans the sale of all toy guns that resemble real handguns in size, 

shape or overall appearance.   
 

2. The Dangerous Weapons Bill stipulates that all toy guns be clearly marked, thus: 
a. A toy gun or imitation firearm is not coloured black, blue, silver, or aluminium. 
b. The entire exterior surface of such toy or imitation firearm is coloured white, bright red, 

bright orange, bright yellow, bright green, bright blue, bright pink or bright purple, either 
singly or as the predominant colour in combination with other colours in any pattern; or 

c. Such toy or imitation firearm is constructed entirely of transparent or translucent materials 
which permits unmistakable observation of the imitation or toy firearm's complete contents; 
and 

d. The barrel of such toy or imitation firearm, other than the barrel of any such toy or imitation 
firearm that is a water gun, is closed with the same material of which the toy or imitation 
firearm is made for a distance of not less than one centimetre from the front end of said 
barrel, and; 

e. Such toy or imitation firearm has legibly stamped thereon, the name of the manufacturer or 
some trade name, mark or brand by which the manufacturer can be readily identified. 
 

3. The Dangerous Weapons Bill makes provision for violators of this legislation, including 
manufacturers and retailers, to be of fined up to R 10,000 per violation and/ or sentenced to up 
to one year in prison.   
 

4. The Dangerous Weapons Bill makes provision for manufacturers and retailers to be held liable 
for injuries or death caused by illegal toy guns. An individual injured by another with an illegal 
toy gun should have a civil cause of action against a toy gun manufacturer and/or the retailer 
who sold the toy gun. 

 

C Rationale 
 
Gun Free South Africa’s submission to ban replica toy guns is based on the following: 
 

1 Children cannot tell the difference between real and toy guns 
That children cannot tell the difference between real and toy guns puts them at huge risk of getting 
injured with a real gun, believing it to be a toy.  An Emory University study found that half of 8- to 
12-year-old boys couldn’t differentiate between a toy gun and an actual firearm1.    
 

2 Adults cannot tell the difference either 
As early as January 20132, a newspaper reported that “Westville police shot and killed a man who 
allegedly raised a replica toy gun and pointed it at them.  The man was one of three who had 
allegedly broken into a home in Westville and fled with garden tools and a fridge.  Police spokesman 
Colonel Jay Naicker said officers had received a call via their emergency contact centre of a 

                                                             
1
 Jackman, G.A. et al, Seeing is Believing: What do Boys do When They Find a Real Gun? Pediatrics 107(6) June 

2001, pp. 1247-1250. 
2 Toys put thieves in line of fire, Sunday Tribune, 6 January 2013 
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housebreaking in progress in Westville.  ‘On arrival at the scene, police were given descriptions of 
the three suspects as well as the direction in which they fled.  ‘Officers drove around the area and 
spotted the men, (who) matched the description given to them. ‘Police stopped the men and it is 
alleged that one man produced a firearm and pointed it at police officers. Police fired three shots in 
the direction of the suspects. One of the suspects was fatally wounded’.  Naicker said criminals often 
used pellet or BB guns that looked identical to 9mm pistols. “We do find toy guns in possession of 
criminals. It is not easy for police to identify a toy gun from a distance, as they resemble real firearms 
and are very detailed. Any person who reasonably believes that a firearm is being pointed at him will 
be expected to take precautions to protect himself and the lives of others in such a situation’.”  
 

3 Policing would be made easier 
As illustrated in the newspaper article quoted above - the police cannot tell the difference between 
imitation and real guns from a distance, which makes their job so much more difficult.  If all 
imitation firearms were banned and only toy guns that clearly look like toys were allowed, the 
police’s work would be made much easier, as the police would know whether a gun was real or not 
and be able to act appropriately.   
 
The Dangerous Weapons Bill recognises the truth of this by banning all dangerous weapons from 
demonstrations and gatherings.  GFSA’s submission merely extends the logic of this provision by 
banning replica guns in society at large.      
 
Ends 
 
 


