SUMMARY OF RULES PROPOSED FOR MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE, INCLUDING OPTIONS PROPOSED BY MEMBERS OF SUBCOMMITTEE ON REVIEW OF ASSEMBLY RULES
Proposed Rule 94 – Nature of motions

A member may propose – 

(a) a subject for discussion; or

(b) a draft resolution to give effect to a constitutional provision listed in Rule 98A(1), or any other draft resolution, for approval as a resolution of the House.



Proposed Rule 95(2)(a) – Same question rule

(2)(a)
No draft resolution shall be moved in this House which is the same in substance as a draft resolution which has been approved or rejected by it during the same session, unless it is a draft resolution giving effect to a constitutional provision listed in Rule 98A(1).
OPTION 1 TO PLACE LIMIT ON FREQUENCY OF NO CONFIDENCE MOTIONS

(proposed by Dr Oriani-Ambrosini and supported by Ms Kilian)

A proposed new Rule 95(3) to place limit on frequency of motions of no confidence

95(3)
Notwithstanding (2)(a) above, a draft resolution moved in terms of section 102 of the Constitution may only be considered by the House once every semester, unless attested to as urgent by at least one third of members of the Assembly.



OPTION 2 TO ACCOMMODATE REQUEST FOR SECRET BALLOT

(proposed by Ms Kilian, supported by Dr Oriani-Ambrosini and opposed by Mr Jeffery)

Proposed new Rule 98(6) to make provision for secret ballot when deciding question on motion of no confidence

98(6)
At the request of the member in charge, and with the concurrence of a majority of the members present, a constitutional motion proposed in terms of Rule 94(b) may be decided by secret ballot in accordance with the procedure outlined in Schedule II to these rules.


Note: The rule has been drafted so that it can be applied to all constitutional motions listed in Rule 98A(1). If agreed, the schedule will be drafted.


Proposed new Rule 98A 

98A – Constitutional motions

(1) Constitutional provisions requiring a resolution of the Assembly for their execution must be moved and considered in the manner set out in the relevant sections of the Constitution, 1996, and these rules, including  - 
(a) an extension of a state of emergency, as contemplated in section 37;
(b) dissolution of the Assembly before expiry of its term, as contemplated in section 50;
(c) removal of the Speaker or Deputy Speaker, as contemplated in section 52;
(d) removal of the President, as contemplated in section 89;
(e) motions of no confidence, as contemplated in section 102;
(f) removal of a judge, as contemplated in section 177; and
(g) approval of a state of defence, as contemplated in section 203.
(2) A constitutional motion listed in (1) above, if proposed, must be considered by the House.

(3) When giving notice of a constitutional motion, a member shall read it aloud and deliver at the Table a signed copy of the notice for placing on the Order Paper the following day.



Proposed adjusted Rule 100 – Role of Speaker 
(1) Any notice of motion which offends against the practice or these rules may be amended or otherwise dealt with as the Speaker may decide.
(2) Draft resolutions listed in Rule 98A(1) that are proposed for consideration shall be scheduled by the Speaker, after consultation with the Leader of Government Business, within ten (10) sitting days of their notice appearing on the Order Paper. 

(3) Draft resolutions proposed in terms of section 52 of the Constitution do not fall within the ambit of (2) above and are scheduled for consideration by the Programme Committee.
(4) The debate on a constitutional motion shall not exceed the time allocated for it by the Speaker, after consultation with the Chief Whip of the Majority Party as chairperson of the Chief Whips’ Forum.
OPTION 4 TO ALLOW THE SPEAKER TO SCHEDULE MOTIONS OF NO CONFIDENCE IF PROGRAMME COMMITTEE CANNOT REACH AGREEMENT TIMEOUSLY
(proposed by Mr Jeffery)

Proposed adjusted Rule 100 – Role of Speaker 
(1) Any notice of motion which offends against the practice or these rules may be amended or otherwise dealt with as the Speaker may decide.
(2) A draft resolution listed in Rule 98A(1) that is proposed for consideration shall be scheduled by the Speaker if the Programme Committee fails to reach consensus on the scheduling of the motion within a reasonable time.


OPTION 5 TO GIVE PRECEDENCE TO MOTION OF NO CONFIDENCE

(proposed by Ms Kilian)
Proposed adjusted Rule 100 – Role of Speaker 
(1) Any notice of motion which offends against the practice or these rules may be amended or otherwise dealt with as the Speaker may decide.

(2) A draft resolution proposed in terms of section 102 of the Constitution shall have precedence over other business of the Assembly and be debated at the earliest opportunity.



Proposed adjusted rules pertaining to the Programme Committee:
188.
Composition

(1) The Programme Committee consists of – 

(a) The Speaker;

(b) the Deputy Speaker;

(c) the House Chairpersons;

(d) the Leader of Government Business or a designated representative;

(e) the Chief Whip of the Majority Party;

(f) the Chief Whip of the Opposition; and

(g) the number of whips and party representatives that the Speaker may determine with the concurrence of the Rules Committee.

Scrap Rules 188(2) and 188(3).

Insert 

190A.
Decisions

A question before the Programme Committee is decided when a quorum in terms of Rule 133 is present and there is agreement among the majority of members present.
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