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2nd November 2012
THE LOCKSMITH ASSSOCIATION OF SOUTH AFRICA WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CHAIRPERSON AND THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTTE FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY… TO VOICE OUR CONCERNS ABOUT THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE BILL… WITH REFERENCE TO THE PROPOSED DEFINITION OF A LOCKSMITH

THE LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION WELCOMED THE INCLUSION OF OUR INDUSTRY TO THE REGULATIONS IN 2001…. BUT, FROM THE OUTSET WE VOICED OUR CONCERNS AND DISAPPROVAL WITH THE EXCLUSION OF ONE OF THE DISSIPLINES WITHIN THE LOCKSMITH TRADE… FROM THE ACT NAMELY THE KEY CUTTING OR KEY DUPLICATING SECTOR

KEY CUTTING IS THE CORE BUSINESS OF THE LOCKSMITH INDUSTRY…. A NEW CANIDATE ENTERING THE PROSPECT 
OF OUR INDUSTRY… STARTS OFF WITH KEY IDENTIFICATION AND KEY DUPLICATION…. MANY A LOCKSMITH WILL MAKE THIS DISSIPLINE THEIR CAREER…. OTHERS WILL MOVE INTO OTHER DISSIPLINES…. THE MARKET NORMALLY DICTATES THE DIRECTION

THE LOCKSMITH ASSSOCIATION WAS FROM THE OUTSET CONCERNED THAT BY EXCLUDING THE KEY CUTTING DISSIPLINE FROM THE ACT…IT WILL PROVIDE THE IDEAL OPPORTUNITY FOR UNSCRUPELOUS LOCKSMITHS TO USE 
AS AN ESCAPE CLAUSE...AS THEY WOULD NOT HAVE TO REGISTER WITH PSIRA... AND ALSO ESCAPE FROM THEIRE 
OTHER STATUTORY OBLIGATIONS, NOT HAVING TO COMPLY WITH ANY LEGISLATION, NOT BEING HELD ACCOUNTABLE OR RESPONSIBLE AND WOULD NOT HAVE THE FINACIAL BURDEN THAT REGISTERED LOCKSMITHS HAVE.

THE LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION IS CONCERNED THAT REGISTERED AND COMPLIANT LOCKSMITHS WHO ARE PROVIDING A CAREER OPPORTUNITY FOR THERE STAFF BY APPLYING THE SAQA REGISTERED UNIT STANDARDS TRAINING TO UPSKILLING EXISTING KEY CUTTING PERSONNEL INTO OTHER DISSIPLINES AND EMPOWERING THERE STAFF FOR BETTER CAREER OPPORTUNITIES,CREATING A BETTER INDUSTRYFOR ALL. WILL BE COUNTER ACTED BY… LOCKSMITHS EXPLOITING THE SHORTCOMMINGS IN THE ACT. BY. USING THE KEYCUTTER FRONT TO BYPASS REGISTRATION, COULD OPERATE WITH UNREGISTERD POORLY TRAINED STAFF WITH NO GROWTH OR CAREER OPPORTUNITIES.AND 
WOULD NOT BE SUBJECT TO PSIRA INSPECTRATE.

MODERN KEY DUPLICATING MACHINES DIFFER VASTLY FROM THOSE IN THE PAST… MODERN KEY DUPLICATING MACHINES ARE COMPUTER SOFT WARE DRIVEN LINKED OR STAND ALONE MACHINES WITH POWERFULL SOFTWARE PRE INSTALLED... THESE KEY DUPLICATING MACHINES DOES NOT REQUIRE A KEY AS A SAMPLE ANY MORE...ALL A KEY CUTTER NEEDS IS YOUR VEHICLES   IDENTIFICATION NUMBER OR COMMONLY KNOWN AS A VIN NUMBER FROM YOUR LICENSE DISC… WITH THIS INFORMATION YOUR VEHICLES MECHANICAL AND TRANSPONDER KEY CODE CAN BE OBTAINED... AND FOR YOUR VEHICLE… WITH ITS SOFISTICATED KEY AND TRANSPONDER SYSTEM A DUPLICATE.. CAN NOW BE MADE BY THE KEY CUTTER...THESE KEY CUTTING MACHINES WITH POWERFULL MEMORY CAPACITY CAN KEEP RECORDS OF ALL INFORMATION.

YOUR FRONT GATE SECURITY LOCK KEY CAN NOW BE DUPLICATED WITH A DUPLICATING MACHINE BY PURELY INSERTING YOUR KEY NUMBER… A RECORD THERE OFF CAN BE KEPT OR DELETED AT THE DISCRESSION OF THE KEY CUTTER.
I QUOTE FROM AN ARTICLE THAT APPEARED IN THE RANDBURG SUN OF 1 APRIL 2005 …….

I QUOTE

HOLDING THE KEY TO YOUR SAFETY

KEEP KEYS SEPARATELY AND NEVER LET YOUR HOUSE KEYS OUT OF YOUR HAND

THIS IS THE WARNING FROM A READER WHO, WITHOUT THINKING, HANDED HER BUNCH CONTAINING BOTH CAR AND HOUSE KEYS TO A REPRESENTATIVE FROM A WELL KNOWN CAR TYRE COMPANY WHEN HE REPAIRED A FLAT TYRE FOR HER. WHAT SHE DIDN’T KNOW WAS THAT SOME OF THOSE PLACES ALSO HAVE MACHINES THAT CAN COPY KEYS.  

ONE OF THE SERVICEMEN COPIED HER HOUSE KEYS

BECAUSE SHE HAD DEALT WITH THE COMPANY BEFORE IT HAD ALL HER PATICULARS ON FILE. TWO DAYS LATER THE MAN ENTERED HER HOME WITH EASE AND ATTACT HER. MONTHS LATER THE BANDIT WAS CAUGHT AND HIS MODUS OPERINDI WAS UNCOVERED.

UN QUOTE

THE CONCERN OF THE LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION IS THAT THESE KEY CUTTERS ARE EXCLUDED FROM THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS... LEAVING A SECTOR WITH POWERFULL EQUIPMENT... WHO HAS ACCESS TO THE MAJORITY OF CONSUMERS SECURITY… AND THE INTEGRITY THEREOFF UNREGESTERED AND UN ACCOUNTABLE

THE LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATIN IS OF THE OPINION THAT A KEY IS CRITICAL TO EVERY INDIVIDUALS SECURITY AND THE DUPLICATION THEREOFF SHOULD BE REGULATED IN LINE WITH WHAT THE DRAFT BILL INVISAGES... AS PER SUB SECTION “B” PROMOTE CRIME PREVENTION.
THE PROPOSED DEFINITION OF A LOCKSMITH IN ITS CURRENT FORM ONLY FOCUS ON A SMALL SECTION OF OUR INDUSTRY STILL WORKING ON OUTDATED VAULTS SAFES AND DEPOSIT BOXES. THE VAST MAJORITY OF LOCKSMITHS WHO HAS MOVED ON TO MODERN EQUIPMENT WITH DIAGNOSTIC MACHINES DUPLICATING MACHINES AND LAPTOPS CALLING THEMSELFES KEY SPECIALISTS OR FITMINT CENTERS, ANY THING BUT A LOCKSMITH  HAVE THE LUXURY OF BEING EXCLUDED AND EXEMPT FROM THE ACT.
THE FOLLOWING PROPOSED SUBSTITUTION FOR THE DEFINITION OF A LOCKSMITH IS INADEQUATE 

LOCKSMITH MEANS A PERSON WHO, FOR THE BENEFIT OF ANOTHER PERSON, ENGAGES IN ANY ACTIVITY OR BUSINESS WHICH IS RELATED TO THE
A)   DESIGNING AND MANAGING MASTER KEY SYSTEMS

 MOST OF THESE MASTERKEY SYSTEMS ARE DESIGNED     AND MANAGED BY THE MANUFACTURERS AND THE RELEVANCE THEREOFF APPLICABLE TO LOCKSMITHS LIMITED.
B)   INSTALLING, MAINTAINING, REPAIRING AND CHANGING THE COMBINATIONS OF SAFES, VAULTS AND SAFEY DEPOSIT BOXES.
RELEVANT TO ONLY A SMALL SECTOR OF THE INDUSTRY MARKETS ARE MOVING INTO REMOTE ACTIVATION OF LOCKING MECHANISMS VIA GSM MODULES AND TIME DELAYS.
C)   MAINTAINING KEY CODE RECORDS

NOT LIMITED TO LOCKSMITHS BUT APPLICABLE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS ACSESS TO A KEY DUPLICATING MACHINE WHO IS CURRENTLY EXCLUDED FROM THE ACT

     D)  CUTTING KEYS OTHERWISE THAN BY DUPLICATING EXISTING KEYS OR

WITH MODERN EQUIPMENT THE SAME KEY DUPLICATING MACHINE IS USED FOR CUTTING,DUPLICATING INTRODUCING KEYS THIS FUNCTION IS NOT LIMETED TO LOCKSMITHS ONLY BUT APPLICABLE TO EVERY INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS ACCESS TO A KEY DUPLICATING MACHINE THESE FUNTIONS ARE INTER TWINED.
    E)   OPENING CLOSING OR ENGAGING OF LOCKING MECHANISMS OF ANY NATURE BY MEANS OF A SPECIALISED DEVICE IN ANY MANNER

RELEVANT BUT A SPECIALISED DEVICE NEEDS TO BE BETTER DEFINED.
THE LOCKSMITH ASSOCIATION REQUEST THAT THE PROPOSED DEFINITION OF A LOCKSMITH BE AMENDED TO INCLUDE ALL DISSIPLINES WITHIN OUR INDUSTRY AND PROPOSE THE FOLLOWING DEFINITOIN OF A LOCKSMITH 

THIS DEFINITION IS THE OUTCOME OF A COSULTATIVE WORKSHOP WITH PRIVATE SECURITY INDUSTRY REPRESENTATIVES 

CHAIRED BY PSIRA ON THE 26-27 TH OCTOBER 2010
 A “Locksmith” means a person who, for the benefit of another person, engages in any activity or business which is related to the opening, closing or engaging of locking mechanisms of any nature, by means of lock picking or other tools or specialized devices, or who duplicates or copies keys from a sample, or originates keys access cards, discs, tags or other objects which are used to unlock, close, release or engage locking mechanisms, by means of tools including electronic devices, key cutting machines, files or other equipment or any other specialized devices designed for the purpose of originating, electronically enabling or copying keys access cards, discs, tags but does not include the manufacture of keys in bulk by or for lock manufacturers.

THE LOCKSMITH ASOCIATION TOGETHER WITH SAQA SASETA AND PSIRA ENSURED THAT THE NECESSARY UNIT STANDARDS WERE REGESTERED AND MEET THE REQUIREMENTS TO ENABLE ALL LOCKSMITH DISSIPLINES TO REGISTER INCLUDING THE KEY CUTTING DISSIPLINE.
THESE SKILLS PROGRAMS WERE PUBLISHED IN THE GOVERNMENT GAZETTE OF OCTOBER 2009 AS DRAFT REGULATIONS FOR THE TRAINING OF A PRIVATE SECURITY SERVICE PROVIDER.
THE INDUSTRY IS EAGERLY AWAITING THE OUTCOME OF THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS. THOSE CURRENTLY REGISTERED ARE EXTEREMELY UNHAPPY AND MAINTAIN THAT THEY ARE UNFAIRLY DISCRIMANATED AGAINST.
THEY HAVE PATIENTLY WAITED ELEVEN YEARS

FOR THESE AMENDMENTS... ANYTHING SHORT OF AN AMENDMENT INCLUDING KEY CUTTERS WILL BE MET WITH ABSOLUTE DISAPPROVAL.
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