SADTU’s comments on the Further Education and Training Colleges Amendment Bill, 2012

SADTU welcomes the opportunity to engage the Minister and the Department of Higher Education and Training
 with regard to the Further Education and Training Colleges Amendment Bill, and is broadly supportive of the proposed amendments to the Further Education and Training Colleges Act, 2006.

In particular, SADTU would like to note the Bill’s recognition of the following:

1. The need to provide for the inclusion of a second type institution within the existing legal framework;

2. The need to strengthen the FET sector and expand their capacity to enrol more students.

3. Establishing coherence in the system for the systematic production of skills for the country as envisaged in the national skills development plan.

4. Improving the regulatory environment to facilitate expanding the nature of qualification and improving the quality of student skill level.

5. The need to expand adult learning centres for adult learners.

6. Improving the efficiency of funding in the sector.

7. The retention of the N courses in FET Sector (Diversity of Programmes).  
8. Expanding the research and innovation areas in the sector while not neglecting the transformation and access agenda.
9. The need to criminalise the operation of unregistered FET Colleges.
SADTU would like to make the following suggestion for inclusion on the Further (Continuing) Education and Training Act:  
10. The DHET should put a system of supporting vulnerable learners before and during tertiary study.  

11. The DHET should put a system of supporting adult learners. 
12. The Act should have provisions which would seek to introduce formal student support programmes in all tertiary institutions for those who are in need of support.

13. The Act should reduce the number of short courses in favour of a longer term courses that make a difference in skill levels.

14. The Act should streamline the quality assurance in the education sector.

15. The Act should emphasize on links between course selection at school level and post school education and training.  
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