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RE: COMMENTS ON THE REPORT OF THE SPECIAL-RAPPORTEUR,        OLIVIER DESCHUTTER
I hereby wish to acknowledge that the second draft report has accommodated most of the inputs that were submitted by the departments. In commenting on the report it is our wish to further contribute to the content of the report and follow that with the report and follow that with suggestions on specific paragraphs;
Paragraph 17 of the report creates an impression that South Africa overlook poor households in the urban and peri urban areas. It is important to indicate that one of the programmes of the department is ilima/letsema with a budget of R1, 3 billion over the MTEF period 2012/13- 2014/15.This programme encourage household food production and for example it has already benefited communities in Soweto (Gauteng) and in addition all the district municipalities in South Africa have agricultural programmes.

Paragraph 58 suggests that the Extension Recovery plan should not only increase number of extension personnel but to train the current personnel. It is worth to clarify that the Extension Recovery Plan focuses  on five pillars which include Recruitment of personnel, Reskilling & Reorientation of Extension, Improve the image & professionalism, Ensure visibility & accountability and lastly the provision of ICT equipment and other resources. In terms of the Reskilling & Reorientation out of 2210 extension personnel 1563 have enrolled for qualifications upgrading & short courses at various universities in the country. Already 81 extension officers have already upgraded their qualification. In terms of equipping extensionists all provincial departments were assisted through the Extension Recovery plan to acquire a Decision Support System known as the Extension Suite Online (ESO). ESO is an internet based information system designed specifically for extensionists to assist them to provide advise to farmers right where they are at farm level. In terms of ensuring accountability and visibility 8 out of 9 provinces through Extension recovery Plan have already acquired the geospatial pen commonly known as the Smart pen. The pen is meant to improve agricultural project monitoring and service delivery to farmers.
In Section C paragraph 50, the Special Rapporteur is particularly concerned by the situation of farm workers. It is important to highlight that DAFF in July 2010 organised for the first time in the history of South Africa a summit for all vulnerable workers in agriculture, forestry & fisheries. The summit emerged with numerous resolutions clustered under four thematic areas namely (1) the social determinants of health (2) working conditions (3) security of tenure, (4) empowerment & training. As an outcome of the summit a Ministerial Delivery Forum was established 
comprised of all Employer & Employee Unions, NGO coalition, National & Provincial Departments of Agriculture, Health, Education, Rural Development & Land Reform and Social development. As a result all provincial departments were tasked to establish vulnerable worker support Directorates. At National level there are working committees mandated to develop and drive the programme in line with thematic areas.
Having clarified some content issues I would like to make some suggestions 
pertinent to specific paragraphs as articulated in the report

Paragraph 3, The interpretation is that this report attempts to provide building blocks towards a strategy to the full realisation of the right to food. The view of the
department is that this report cannot be a building block of initiatives we already have. It should evaluate the strategies other than forming them.
Paragraph  5, it is suggested that the paragraph be rephrased since it is quoted from the 2008 data set but in this paragraph is reported as if it is the current situation. In addition 64% of all children living in income poverty depicts a situation in South
 Africa that is not realistic, children often don’t provide means of livelihood only in cases of child headed households. It is suggested that the sentence must be rephrase.

Paragraph 9, it is suggested that the constrat should not be drawn with a province and national rather depict a province in constrat with other provinces on the variables herein referred to the in the paragraph.

Paragraph 14, it must be clarified that the Integrated Food Security Strategy (IFSS 2002) is not limited to rural areas but to urban a peri urban areas too.
Paragraph 14, it is important to indicate that Zero Hunger is not a strategy however it a programme aimed at actualising particularly the First Pillar of the IFSS which is ״to increased food production and trade״.
Paragraph 25, it is suggested that the monetary value of the programmes mentioned
 in this report be quoted in RSA rand due to the currency exchange variations. 
Paragraph 32, what is being suggested is already happening within the context of master mentorship implemented as part of support of beneficiaries of Land Reform since 2008.

Paragraph 60 (c) indicates that we do not have a right based approach to food on our programmes but it should be rewarded to be inclusive in the agricultural development programmes.

Let me take this opportunity to thank DIRCO for inclusive coordination of this process. We look forward in seeing the final report. 
Kind Regards
_________________
Director General:
09 December 2011
