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ANNEXURE 1

RESPONSES TO THE UN SPECIAL RAPPORTEUR QUESTIONS 
Question 1 :
BACKGROUND ON THE FOOD SECURITY POLICY
Food security is integral to the bill of rights and other sections of the Republic of South Africa’s Constitution. The constitution refers to food in, 1st “Section 27, 1 (b) of the bill of rights, which states that every citizen has a right to access to sufficient food and water and the State must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within its available resources, to achieve the realisation of this right”. 2nd “Section 28, 1 (c) where it states that every child has the right to basic nutrition, shelter, basic health care services and social services”. 3rd “Section 35, 2 (e) where it state that every detained person and sentenced prisoner has the right to adequate nutrition. Section 7 (2) of the Constitution requires that the “State must respect, protect, promote and fulfill the rights in the bill of rights”. 

The development of the Food Security Policy for South Africa is continuing and this will address the legislative vacuum in the enforcement of the Constitution’s Sections 27, 1(b) that oblige the State to ensure that every South African has the right to have access to food and water. This will also provides the Human Rights Commission enough ammunition to enforce the protection of the violation of this basic human right. The country’s long term objective is to have a Food Security Act for South Africa, but timing, approach and relevancy of such action require proper research and analysis before execution. This is due to the fact that if the Act can be enacted before the programmes proposed by the currently developed Food Security Policy are fully implemented. If the programmes are not fully implemented the State will be taking risk of being found violating the constitutional right of ensuring that everyone has access to food by the judiciary bodies.  
QUESTION 4 :
DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC RESOURCES FOR ACCESS BY THE TARGETED GROUPS 
Section 214 (1) of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996 requires an Act of Parliament to provide for; 

a) the equitable division of revenue raised nationally among the national, provincial and local Government;

b) the determination of each province’s equitable share of the provincial share of that revenue; 

c) any other allocations to provinces, local government or municipalities from the national government’s share of that revenue and any other conditions on which those allocations may be made. 

The Division of Revenue Act provides is the main regulation that deals with equitable division raised nationally among the national, provincial and local spheres of government for each fiscal year. The agriculture support programmes [i.e. CASP, Ilema/ Letsema, MAFISA, Agri-BEE, Land Reform ect.] receives and allocates its budget under the provision of this legislation. This therefore provides some of regulation to ensure the right of individual’s access to the support programmes is not violated but the distribution of the budget posse a challenge. 

The emphasis should be paid on the administration of such support programme because they have a huge role to play in ensuring that everyone who deserves to have access to them does have access. It is also the role of the administrators to also determine shortfalls of these programmes to the national sphere for rectification. The existence of capacity within the programme administrators may also the distribution of resource towards the targeted / intended beneficiaries.   
QUESTION 6:
FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE GOVERNMENT STRATEGIES TO RESOLVE THE FOLLOWING CHALLENGES:  
i) Enabling small-scale farmers to access sourcing chains of large retailers. 

The current efforts of the development of the Zero Hunger Strategy for South Africa are the attempts by Government to create exclusive and protected markets for the emerging agricultural sector. This will facilitated through preferential procurement by the State when procuring food for its food transfer and feeding schemes to prioritise the small-scale farmers as preferred suppliers. This will support primarily the land reform beneficiaries and also assist in the development of the shorter rural food value chain which will inversely curb rural food prizes hikes. This initiative will also contribute in economic distribution to the rural areas and the fight against poverty. The intention is that once the small-scale farmers have been able to supply the Government food procurement they will therefore be able to supply sophisticated markets.
Incentives for the commercial sector to capacitate the emerging sector through the mentorship programme already exist. The unintended outcomes of this programme other key problem for the emerging agriculture sector is market access and this programme has resulted in more small-scale farmers marketing their produce under the commercial producer. Exploitations therefore when the small-scale farmers is paid through the commercial farmers are inevitable.  

ii) Scaling up agro-ecology in South Africa
The bio-intensive production techniques are good for the ecosystem stabilization and they can assist the poor households to produce nutritious foods due to their low external input intensity. The challenge is the existence of capacity particularly from the extension services to disseminate and facilitate the adoption of such technologies to the poor and remote areas of the country. The existence of synthetic genetic material distributed by the agri-industry also provides another challenge in the advocacy of such production approach. The market standards [i.e. products size, texture, colour etc] also prove to be one of the key determinants for the adoption of such approaches. Through the Zero Hunger Programme efforts though are going to be made to encourage producers to implement these approaches. The urban and peri-urban agriculture’s contribution to food security can also be enhanced by following the Ethekwini Municipality’s recycling model [composting / agro-ecology approach]. 
iii)
Reinvestment in extension services 
The extension recovery plan aims at improving the capacity of extension service in the provinces. It is a national coordinated programme guided by the norms and standards for extension and advisory 2005. The Extension Recovery Plan is a response to the CASP pillar of Technical and Advisory service and therefore is a contribution to post settlement support for the Land Reform beneficiaries. The role of extension and advisory services in the agricultural sector has silently always been the main determinant of improved livelihoods for the farming community (small to medium scale). With the increasing number of government programmes aiming at rural development, food security, land reform (restitution and redistribution) and natural resource management, there is a growing need for dedicated professionals to support those programmes.
The study conducted in 2006 for the purpose of developing the norms and standards provided a clear baseline of the government-employed extension personnel. The findings indicated, there were 2 210 extension personnel in the country versus the unknown number of clients (extension personnel did not have database of their clients). The demand for advisory and/ extension service varies according to the nature of the farming practices, that is crop farming, livestock farming or mixed farming systems involving both crop and livestock and farm size. The following table provides a comparison of academic qualifications of extension personnel against norms and standards.
	Level of Qualifications
	Number of extension personnel
	% of total 

	Less than a Degree 
	1772
	80,2

	Degree or higher
	438
	19,8

	Total
	2210
	100


The table depicts that out of 2210 extension personnel, only 438 (19, 8%) personnel qualified to operate as Agricultural Advisors. This pillar therefore aims at transforming the presented status of extension personnel to an acceptable level as stipulated in the norms and standards of extension and advisory service document. 
The Extension Recovery Plan intends in employment of 1000 of extra personnel and also re-skilling of the current extension personnel to adhere to the following extension norms and standard of extension officer per farmer ratio. 
	Scale of Operation
	Nature of operation

	
	Crops
	Livestock
	Mixed

	Subsistence and household
	1:400
	1:500
	1:500

	Semi-commercial
	1:250
	1:250
	1:300

	Market-orientated and large-scale commercial
	1:500
	1:500
	1:500


