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The following submission is made by the non-government organization, CBR Education and Training for Empowerment or CREATE, which is based in Pietermaritzburg, KwaZulu Natal.  CREATE works with people with disabilities, parents of children with disabilities, communities, traditional and elected leadership, municipalities and government departments throughout KwaZulu Natal.  Since 2007 CREATE has had an advocacy programme which has lobbied for the ratification of the CRPD and then popularized the Convention as well as advocating for its implementation.  The submission below is based on CREATE’s work and experience in KwaZulu Natal.

1.	Progress Made in Implementing the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Popularization of the CRPD 
CREATE translated the CRPD up to article 30 into isiZulu in 2008. This translation still needs proof reading, which will happen as soon as we get the funds to do it.  CREATE has designed a picture version of the CRPD for illiterate people and we have translated a child-friendly version of the CRPD into Afrikaans and isiZulu.

Article 8 1(a), 2(d): 
CREATE has run workshops to raise awareness of the CRPD for people with disabilities, parents of children with disabilities, traditional leaders, municipal officials, district focal persons, child and youth care workers, Community Rehabilitation Facilitators etc.  CREATE and Jive Media have made a comic in isiZulu and English to accommodate children and youth with disabilities and to help them learn about their rights.  Recently the national Department of Social Development has taken on this comic to popularize the CRPD amongst children and youth and the comic has been translated into isiXhosa, Afrikaans, xiTsonga, seSotho and Setswana through financial support from JICA. 110 000 copies of the comic have been printed for distribution in all 9 provinces.  Through funding from the Foundation of Human Rights four people were trained to become photo journalists (two youth with disabilities, one adult with a disability and a parent of a child with a disability). The photos that were taken used to make banners on articles 5, 7, 19,24, 26 and 27 of the Convention.  CREATE has used the banners when facilitating workshops on human rights and CRPD.   The banners have been displayed in urban and rural settings and at a university, to raise awareness of the rights of people with disabilities.  CREATE has also put together a DVD to illustrate work to raise awareness of the CRPD.  This was made possible through the financial support from Finnish Embassy and it was filmed by Jive Media.  CREATE has developed and printed newsletters on the right to vote and work done concerning implementation of the CRPD.  After the training on human rights and CRPD, the participants (mainly people with disabilities) were encouraged to write up stories on what they have learnt and these were included in the newsletters. We would like to thank the Office of the Premier:  Human Rights Chief Directorate for printing the newsletters. 

Article 6. 1, Article 13 and Article 27 1(a) and (b)
CREATE has worked together with Legal Resources Centre in Durban to put together a training manual on the Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act (PEPUDA). The manual is available in English and isiZulu. Thus far approximately 100 human rights activists (mainly people with disabilities) from 5 districts in KwaZulu Natal have been trained about the Equality courts and PEPUDA.  Through financial support from the Finnish Embassy and logistical support from the Office of the Premier these workshops have been made possible. Arising from the knowledge of one human rights activist and referral to CREATE, a woman with a disability in KwaZulu Natal is being enabled to take legal action against her employer because she was discriminated against by her employer on the basis of her disability.  The court processes have begun. 

Article 29 1(a): 
During the run up to the national elections in 2009, CREATE invited political parties to address people with disabilities about their manifestos. The result of the meeting was that a number of people with disabilities were motivated to register to vote for the first time.  During the provincial election we invited the Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) to teach people with disabilities about the local elections and to discuss why the IEC had not employed people with disabilities during elections. The result of that meeting was that people explained the challenges that they face in rural areas if it is raining on voting day and pressure from family members to disclose who are they going to vote for.  The IEC official explained about what they need to vote in order to vote at home.  During elections people with disabilities were employed by the IEC in most local municipalities in uMgungundlovu and uThukela Districts. 

Article 33 (3):
In 2010, when South Africa was due to report to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, CREATE together with the Umgungundlovu Disability Forum (which is made up of non government organizations and disabled people’s organizations) drew up a shadow report on implementation of the CRPD in our district.  This shadow report was submitted to the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights and the section on Article 24, with the case study, was read out at the Conference of State Parties in September 2010, by the UN Special Rapporteur on Disability, Mr Shuaib Chalklen. 

2.	Challenges in implementing the Convention
In some districts of KwaZulu Natal community leaders are struggling to understand the issue of rights and self-representation of people with disabilities. For example in one district a meeting for the Men’s Forum was organized and one ward sent a blind person as its representative. The leader of the Men’s Forum, in the presence of the blind person, asked the chairperson if there were no men in his ward if he sends a (impumputhe nje) blind person. 
Although workshops on CRPD have been done by Office on the Status of Persons with Disabilities or CREATE some government officials seem to have no interest to learn about the CRPD. For example, if they do come to the workshop they come late or leave after tea.  Many times if someone raises a question on disability or CRPD the government officials say they do not have a budget for disability issues. Some government officials will refer people with disabilities to the Department of Social Development or the Department of Health, even if the issue has nothing to do with health.   
The training manuals and the newsletters that we have put together are not useful to people who are illiterate or blind and often we asked to provide them in Braille or on cassette but due to lack of funds we are unable to do so. 

3.	Mechanisms that would aid implementation of the Convention 
South Africa and KwaZulu Natal have a number of laws, policies and guidelines such as the Constitution, Millennium Development Goals, CRPD, KZN objectives and  Sukuma Sakhe which are geared towards the development and rights of all people. Government officials and community leaders can be shown that the CRPD is not extra work that they need to do but they can check if their programmes are in line with the CRPD.
	Encouraging self–representation of people with disabilities at ward level. The training that CREATE has provided for people with disabilities and other community structures has, in some local municipalities, helped them to help their leaders to mainstream disability at a planning stage. 
Community radio presentations. CREATE has done number of presentations on CRPD. This has helped the people to understand that the government is striving to ensure the promotion of disability rights. 
	Translate all information on the CRPD and its implementation into vernacular language. 

Implementation of the CRPD should not be only for people with disabilities but every community or government structure must play a role. 
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