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Thank you Chairman de Lange for including me here today in this esteemed company.
As a South African citizen with a passion for wildlife I have always enjoyed visiting the game reserves and have been lucky to visit them once or twice a year.
I’m old enough to have noticed the decline in wild life population but accepted the explanation that this is due to good game management practices, although I must complain about my TWO recent visits to the Imfolozi – Hluhluwe in July and Dec last year I only managed to see 1 rhino…
Over the past two years I have noticed with concern the escalation of rhino poaching and a few scandals involving suspect practices by hunters, wildlife vets, etc.  
So, when I read in early January about the 9 rhino carcasses found in the Kruger National Park I decided that enough was enough and I personally had to do something to try and stop this scourge.
Since then I have spent a lot of my time doing research on the problem and I would like you to consider some of my opinions.
FIRSTLY,  my concern is that the current custodians of the Rhinoceros in South Africa (the Govt and the provincial parks) have lost control of the situation.
The poaching units in the Kruger NP have themselves admitted this and the figures speak for themselves. 

 
Minister Molewa has promised to increase the measures of control but really she has done little more than repeat the promises she made last April.   
I see that 150 extra rangers have been allocated to the Kruger NP and the best news of all – the fence on the border between SA and Mozambique is to be re-erected.
As usual, and as we heard this morning, there always is a cry that we don’t have the money for all the projects that need to be done but for instance, at Durban airport yesterday whilst waiting to catch my flight I read in the Mercury that the MEC for KZN Health is upset about the R1.5million per month that her Department is paying for a building they don’t use and they don’t need!   This has been going on for 5 years so there is R75,000,000 already that could have been used on fighting poaching.   
SECONDLY,  since doing research on rhino poaching and the illegal trade in rhino horn I have discovered a literal can of worms.   There exists a cloud of mistrust and misinformation on the topic but it seems there is a pattern emerging of:
	Increase in demand from the Far East 

Increase in private rhino ownership and control
	Increase in poaching 
Increase in corruption from Game reserve staff up
Decrease in transparency from Govt and provincial authorities, whether on the subject of poaching figures, arrests, convictions, issuing of permits etc.   Some of the Rhino Activist Groups and journalists I have spoken to tell me that they are fobbed off when they ask questions and are told that the information is “too sensitive” or that the person cannot talk because they are “scared of losing their job”.



THIRDLY,  the accuracy of official statistics of rhino population figures is highly suspect.   In an article written by Michael Cadman & Michelle Pickover from Animal Rights Africa in 2009 they disputed the accuracy of official statistics and called them Conflicting, Confusing and Incomplete.   Adv de Lange, we urgently need a comprehensive audit of this precious asset, to enable sound decisions to be made.   It’s possible that the white rhino has now become so embattled that it warrants re-classification from CITES Appendix II to Appx. I.
Dr. Emslie provided us with an excellent powerpoint presentation here this morning on projected rhino numbers but his statistics cannot be taken seriously because no one knows for sure how many rhinos there are exactly right now.
And the representative from Ezemvelo informed us that the number of poachings have decreased in KZN.... I could not help myself asking  “Is this because there are no rhinos left to poach?”.

FOURTHLY,  there is the problem that a group of persons or should I say a few groups, have emerged who imagine that they are going to make a lot of money out of the sale of rhino and rhino horn products, especially to satisfy the Far Eastern TCM market.  We are talking millions of rands if not billions.   
This potential gain is destined for the pockets of a few unscrupulous “feudal lords”.   These are the people who tickle our ears and are behind the drive to legitimize the trade in rhino horn, which they have been stockpiling in anticipation of this.
Dr Bool Smuts of the Landmark Foundation, on writing about the legitimizing of trade in elephant ivory said: ( I quote a few phrases )  “we have seen a massive concurrent rise in poaching and trade of ivory…  it did not succeed in flooding the market…  it did not result in ivory prices coming down” !  


Some persons have suggested that the horn be donated to the Far East market as a gift! – I say it’s a ploy to kickstart or stimulate further demand – it would be the  thin edge of the wedge and the beginning of trade, possibly even a means of getting rid of illegal stockpiles.   I recommend the burning to destruction of all rhino horn stock piles, current and future.

MY FIFTH AND TO ME THE MOST IMPORTANT POINT IS:   Adv. De Lange, let’s just imagine for a minute that it is suddenly discovered by scientists that YES Rhino horn does contain a magical ingredient that cures cancer.  How wonderful that would be.  Then the whole question might deserve some merit and we could look at it from that perspective.  BUT IT DOESN’T Sir.   It contains keratin, melatonin and calcium – similar products that make up a horses hoof and easily available from any health shop.  
The entire question of whether we should allow trade in rhino horn is based on a lie!  The spurious belief that rhino horn has magical powers to cure diseases such as cancer.   They are attempting to build a skyscraper on a puff of cloud  – there is no logical foundation to this.  It is superstition and we should not want to be complicit in this unethical practice.   
If South Africa supplies this bogus substance to the Chinese people we would be condoning fraud.   
As far as I know we would not be allowed to manufacture such a concoction here in South Africa and sell it as a cure for cancer, would we?   Not according to Act 101 of 1965  “MEDICINES AND RELATED SUBSTANCES CONTROL ACT”?
Further, here are the figures to show why we should never legitimize trade:  




Susie Watts and Mark Jones of the Humane Society International, projected that in mainland China, the Chinese middle class will hit 600-million by 2015. If even only one-third of those people take just one single dose (15g) of rhino horn a year, and assuming an average white-rhino horn weight of 4kg, we will need 750,000 rhino horns a year to satisfy the market!  So then how earth can we flood the market with 10,000 Rhino?  That’s how ludicrous their suggestion is. 
If trade in rhino horn is ever allowed then the value will skyrocket because it literally will become one of the most precious commodities on earth.  
At that rate the African Rhino will be extinct within a few years, perhaps even sooner – as we saw with the Javan Rhino last yea

TO SUM UP QUICKLY:
	 WE NEED A COMPREHENSIVE AUDIT OF RHINO AND RHINO HORN BY AN INDEPENDENT AUTHORITY WITH TEETH!   I PROPOSE A TEAM MADE UP OF THE RECEIVER OF REVENUE (who already have the necessary legislation to enable them), THE SAPOLICE AND AN AUDITING FIRM eg. DELOITTES, PRICEWATER HOUSE COOPERS OR KPMG.    
	WE NEED TO COMPLETELY BAN ALL SALES OF RHINO AND RHINO BY-PRODUCTS, RHINO HUNTING AND EXPORT UNTIL THE AUDIT HAS BEEN COMPLETED AND INFORMED DECISIONS CAN BE MADE
	WE NEED TO RESTORE THE AFRICAN RHINOCEROS TO ITS ORIGINAL HABITAT IN SECURE GAME RESERVES AND RESTORE ITS DIGNITY.  NOT TO LIVE ITS LIFE OUT IN A CONCRETE PIG PEN IN CHINA.
	

FINALLY I would like to say that the African Rhinoceros is a symbol of power to African people.  Our Rhino are being decimated and our power is being decimated by this phony industry and the greed it incites.  Thank you.






















