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CONCEPT DOCUMENT

FOR THE 

CAMPAIGN ON THE 16 DAYS OF ACTIVISM ON NO VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN, CHILDREN AND PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 
25 NOVEMBER – 10 DECEMBER 2011
“From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: Proliferation of Small Arms and their Role in Domestic Violence”

1. INTRODUCTION

This document seeks to provide a conceptual framework for the marking of the 16 Days Activism Campaign on No Violence against Women and Children for the period 25 November to 10 December 2011. The Campaign is championed by the Minister for Women, Children and People with Disabilities and is coordinated by the DWCPD. The conceptual framework is envisaged as a national tool which can be utilised by all stakeholders – Government, private sector/corporate world, civil society and NGOs operating in the sector. 

2. BACKGROUND 
The 16 Days of Activism Campaign is an international United Nations-endorsed initiative that takes place annually from the 25th November (International Day of No Violence against Women) to 10 December (International Human Rights Day). The period was designated by the UN General Assembly to raise public awareness on gender-based violence in line with resolution 54/134 of 17 December 1999. 
In the Southern African Development Community (SADC) region, the campaign has gained significant momentum through the Addendum on the Prevention and Eradication of Violence against Women and Children adopted by the SADC Heads of State in 1998.

The South African Government has run a parallel campaign since 1999. This year marks the eleventh anniversary of the Campaign in the country, and as it matures, it has evolved to include issues relating to violence against children as well. Since 2009, upon the establishment of the Ministry for Women, Children and People with Disabilities, the campaign is being broadened to also look at issues of violence against people with disabilities, in particular women and children with disabilities.
Other key commemorative days commemorated annually during this 16-Day period include World Aids Day on 1st December and the International Day for Persons with Disabilities on 3 December.  
3. CONTEXT

3.1 National 
This campaign focuses primarily on generating an increased awareness of the negative impact of violence on women, children, and people with disabilities as well as society as a whole. 

The campaign has been expanded to include a 365 Days National Action Plan to End Violence against Women with a specific Action Plan for implementation by various sectors i.e. government, civil society and NGOs in the sector. The plan seeks to ensure a coordinated, comprehensive and sustainable effort to eliminate the physical, mental, or social abuse that is directed against persons because of their sex or gender role in society. Gender-based violence is both a consequence and a cause of gender inequality and, in all its forms, is endemic around the world, cutting across class, race, religion and national borders.

The campaign, serving as the main social mobilization tool against the prevalence of acts of abuse against women and children, has grown exponentially, making it the second most known government event in South Africa, after the State of the Nation Address (GCIS Tracker Survey: 2008).  

The campaign also serves as a catalytic mechanism to support government outcomes on gender equality and the protection of children and other vulnerable groups. It also cuts across government’s five key priorities, 10 Medium Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) priorities and the 12 national outcomes in line with Government’s results-based performance management strategy. 
3.2 Legislative Context 
Since 1994, Government has enacted legislation to eliminate discrimination and violence against women and children. Some of the most critical pieces of legislation include:
· Domestic Violence Act, 1998:  to afford survivors of violence maximum protection from domestic abuse. Women being at the most receiving end of domestic violence now have a legal recourse that provides for their protection.

· Children’s Act, 2005 and Children’s Amendment Act, 2007:  amongst others, protects a child from maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation. 

· Criminal Law (Sexual Offences  and Related Matters) Act 32 of 2007

· Maintenance Act, 1998: to guarantee the rights of a child to a living standard that are adequate for physical, mental, spiritual and social development. The Act ensures that maintenance for the child is recovered from the parents or other persons financially responsible for the child.
· Promotion of Equality and Prevention of Unfair Discrimination Act, 2000: to ensure that women have equal enjoyment of rights and freedoms to redress the wrongs of the past; 
· Employment Equity Act, 1998: to ensure that discrimination in employment, occupation and income within the labour market are curtailed. It encourages equitable representation of women and other historically disadvantaged persons at all levels of public and private entities.

The SADC Protocol on Culture, Traditional and Gender Based Violence calls for ensuring that girls enjoy the same rights as boys and are protected from harmful cultural attitudes and practices in accordance with United Conventions on the Rights  of the Child and the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child. States shall take measures including legislation, where appropriate, to discourage traditional norms, including social, economic, cultural and political practices to legitimize and exacerbate the persistence and tolerance of gender based violence with a view to eliminate them. States Parties shall, in all sectors of society, introduce and support gender sensitization and public awareness programmes aimed at changing behaviours which perpetuate gender based violence.

3.3 Theme for 2011
According to Association for Women’s Rights, the international theme for the 2011 Campaign is: “From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: Proliferation of small arms and their role in domestic violence”. The five sub-themes under this theme are:

· Bringing together women, peace, and human rights movements to challenge militarism

· Proliferation of small arms and their role in domestic violence

· Sexual violence in and after conflict

· Political violence against women, including Pre/During/Post-election violence

· Sexual and gender based violence committed by state agents, particularly police and security/armed forces.
Government has chosen to focus on the sub-theme: “Proliferation of small arms and their role in domestic violence”, given that the challenge for the country is the high prevalence of gender-based violence especially domestic violence perpetrated through the use of small arms. 
Domestic violence is a reality in every country of the world. The violence becomes even more dangerous when guns are present in the home, as they can be used to threaten, injure or kill women and children. According to the International Action Network on Small Arms (ANSA) Women’s Network, women are three times more likely to die violently if there is a gun in the house. Small arms are also one of the major causes of civilian casualties in conflicts. Not only do small arms facilitate violence against women, but due to their association with violent masculinity, they often perpetuate violence itself. Regardless of the context- conflict or peace-or immediate cause of violence, the mere presence of guns invariably has the same effect; more guns mean more danger for women. Consequently, this year we will also look at the sale, trade, proliferation and misuse of small arms.

There are many international tools and mechanisms that can help us hold our governments accountable for protecting and respecting rights (e.g. the Beijing Platform for Action, CEDAW, international humanitarian law, the Human Rights Council, UN Security Council’s Resolutions 1325, 1820,1888,1889,1960 on Women, Peace and Security) among others. These approaches and tools provide entry points for social movements to reframe security as a human rights issue instead of a military issue.
Although Government has chosen to focus on only one sub-thematic area, it is nevertheless acknowledged that the country also experiences challenges outlined by the other thematic areas. For example, South Africa plays an important peace-keeping and peace-building role in several countries on the African continent. As such, we need to continuously support our armed forces on peace-keeping missions, through proper monitoring processes, to ensure that the human rights of women and girls in the conflict ridden countries are not violated through war-crimes. 

While militarism is often discussed in terms of conflict situations, this campaign theme seeks to broaden our understanding of the many ways militarism influences our daily lives. In a sense gender based violence is a form of sexual militancy.
The 2011 Campaign is an opportunity for reflection and conversation about what women’s rights movement can do to challenge the structures that allow violence against women at all levels, from local to national. It is also  a critical time  to reach out to and involve more men, boys, faith-based organizations, traditional leaders, and other key partners  in this work towards  building a more just and peaceful world. 
3.4 Trends and findings
· Crime trends: The recently released Crime Trends Report (September 2010) recorded between 01 April 2009 and March 2010, indicates “significant decreases in the ratios of sexual offences (-4.4%) and other contact crimes, from 144.8 sexual offences per 100 000 of the population in 2008/2009 to 138.5 sexual offences per 100 000 of the population in 2009/2010.This represents a decrease from 70 514 to 68 332 cases” (The Crime Situation in SA: SAPS: 7). Crime reports against adult women and children of both genders under the age of 18 have revealed what the report terms ‘shocking’ statistics. The report notes significant increases of 42,3%, 36.1% and 14.5% respectively in the incidence of attempted murder, sexual offences  and murder against children between 2008/2009 and 2009/2010. The report further indicates that the increases in attempted murder and murder of children are indeed real though based on small numerical values. Attempted murder against children increased by 331 cases, from 782 to 1 113 and murder by 122 cases, from 843 to 965. The 36, 1% increase in sexual offences against children, as well as the 19, 8% increase in sexual offences against adult women (which represent 7 276 cases committed against children and 5 969 cases against adult women). The report further notes that “It should also be emphasized that according to various previous analyses pertaining to crimes against children according to age, most of the crimes are committed against children between 15 –17 years old” (See, for example, the 2008/2009 SAPS Annual Report, pp 13 – 14). These indicated that 54,9% of murders,59,6% of attempted murders, 70,8% of assaults (Grievous Bodily Harm), 63,1% of common assaults and 39,5% of sexual offences committed against children were committed against those in the age group of 15 – 17 years. However, it is disturbing to notice that in the case of the most prevalent crimes against children, namely the 27 417 cases of sexual offences against children, 60% were committed against children below the age of 15 years. It is even more worrying to note that 29,4% of these sexual offences involved children aged 0 – 10 years” (Crime Situation in SA: SAPS: 11). Violations of children's rights to protection take place daily in South Africa with some of the highest reported crime rates in the world. Based on data generated from the South African Police Service, there were 56,530 incidents of violence against children, covering sexual assault, common assault and grievous bodily harm, recorded by the South African Police Service in the reporting year 2009/10. This represented an increase of 13,8 percent (7,807) from the previous reporting period 2008/09.  However, the true scale of the problem remains hidden as many of these violations go unrecognized and are subsequently under-reported. It must be noted that existing statistics are not sufficiently disaggregated in terms of disability (refer to sub-section below on disability)
· Trends with regards to guns and gender-based violence: Research from the South African Medical Journal (SAMJ 2009) reports that firearm-related crime has long been a feature of South African society, which has the third-highest annual rate of firearm deaths (26.8/100 000) after Colombia and Venezuela. Gun ownership is mainly a male phenomenon, a means to demonstrate manhood, particularly among young men. While men are the predominating victims of gun violence, women are most vulnerable behind closed doors, where guns are used to intimidate, control, hurt and kill intimate partners. An association between gun availability and homicides and suicides has been shown. A gun in the home is more likely to be used against a family member than in providing protection. Femicide studies have shown that gun availability is a major risk factor in intimate femicide (murder by an intimate partner). Statistics for firearm use in South Africa are fragmented, with disaggregated firearm data last made available in 2000. While guns are often associated with South African security organisations, 6 times more guns are owned by civilians than by the state (3.7 million privately owned vs. 567 000 by police and the army). More stringent firearm control legislation has gradually been implemented since 2000 to promote responsible ownership and possession. However, reports to National Parliament indicate that little is known about theft and loss of firearms from civilians and the state. (SAMJ 2009)
· Use of guns on female murder victims: Of the teenage and adult women killed in South Africa in 1999, 1 147 (33.3%) died from gunshot injuries (95% confidence interval (CI) 23,7 - 42.9%); 692 (60.3%) of gunshot homicides occurred at home, with 405 (30.6%) killed by an intimate partner (95% CI 20.9 -42.2%). The estimate of the rate of females killed by shooting is 7,5 per 100 000 population (95% CI 4.2-10.7), which is more than 4 times the rate in the USA (1.54/ 100 000). Indeed, the intimate femicide firearm rate (i.e. proportion of females shot and killed by their intimate partners) of 2.7/100 000 is higher than the overall USA rate of females killed by shooting, which was the highest among 25 high-income countries where firearms are widely available. A number of men who commit intimate femicide, in which firearms are used, commit suicide after the killing. In South Africa, 19.4% of perpetrators commit suicide within a week of the murder (95% CI 11.9 - 26.7%). Given that guns are lethal and easy to use, it is not surprising that 82.7% of victims were killed with a firearm. Of the women victims of gun homicide, 67.4% were killed with a single shot, most often to the head and face (63.7%)  (SAMJ 2009).

· Use of guns on women in non-fatal incidents: Interviews with a population-based sample of women also demonstrated the role of guns in violence against women where they were not used in fatal shootings. In the year before the three province study, 1.5% of the women reported having been threatened or attacked with firearms, amounting to 150 firearm-related episodes per annum per 100 000 women aged 18 - 49. In 25% of these cases, the perpetrator was a husband or ex-husband or boyfriend; this figure correlates with a study of working men in Cape Town, of whom 5% disclosed that they had threatened a wife or a girlfriend with a gun. In South Africa, guns are not infrequently used in domestic violence, but exposure to such violence may also be causally related to gun ownership. Working men who had witnessed the abuse of their mothers were three times more likely to be arrested for illegal gun ownership as adults after adjustments for confounders; this study calculated that 30% of illegal gun possession would not have occurred if there had been no childhood exposure to domestic violence. Guns are often used in rape - in 40.9% of rapes of adult women reported to the police in Gauteng Province in 2003. Overall, a gun was the most commonly used weapon in 19.3% of all crimes committed against adults.

· Legal Versus illegal guns: A community-based sample of adult men showed that it was more common for them to possess an unlicensed gun (11%) than a licensed one (6%); 26.1% of the men who had committed rape (27.6% of the sample) had both types of gun. Unlicensed gun ownership (26.1%) was more common among men who had ever raped than the equivalent figure of 6.2% among men who had not committed rape (p<0.00). While the population-based research suggests that unlicensed gun ownership is more common than licensed, crude measures of 'ever possessed' may not indicate gun access and ownership, because the duration of unlicensed gun ownership may often be shorter than that of legal ownership. The national female homicide victim study also showed that there was no room for complacency about legal gun ownership, finding that perpetrators who legally owned guns were far more numerous than those having them illegally. Licensed guns were used in 74.4% of murders, and unlicensed guns in 25.6%. While only 10% of the perpetrators of intimate femicide were security workers (police, armed forces and security guards), they possessed 47.4% of all the licensed firearms. Legal gun ownership was also found to be associated with suicide secondly after homicide, increasing the risk of suicide seven times, even after adjusting for social and demographic factors. The calculation of the population-attributable fraction found that 91.5% of murders followed by suicide would not have occurred were it not for legally owned guns. 
· Abuse and neglect of people with disabilities: 
People with disabilities are the most vulnerable to violence and abuse, with particular emphasis on women and girls with disabilities, in that they may not be able to defend themselves or identify the perpetrator if for instance they are blind or have severe mental disabilities. Their vulnerability is aggravated largely by socio-economic, socio-cultural factors as well as their ability to communicate their predicament when they are victims of violence and abuse. Some of these factors are the unsafe living conditions of the indigent and some myths for instance the belief in some communities that they are a curse and for this reason are hidden away. In these circumstances, in case there is abuse, it is bound to go unnoticed and unreported for prolonged periods of time. Further, often when a person with a disability reports violence and or any form of abuse the reception is not always positive or they are turned away because of difficulty in communication.
 This status quo not only results in uncertainty with regards to the incidence of abuse amongst people with disabilities, it also means that the intervention programmes that are being implemented by government in partnership with civil society  to mitigate the scourge of abuse against women and children are not of optimal benefit to people with disabilities. This vicious cycle has a ripple effect in that it makes people with disabilities also vulnerable to HIV and AIDS, Sexually Transmitted Infections and unplanned pregnancy. 
It must be noted that the crimes statistics that are readily available in the country are not sufficiently disaggregated along the lines of disability, i.e. we are not able to immediately quote the number of women and children with disabilities, particularly girls with disabilities that are victims of violence. In addition, there are no readily available data on how many women and child victims of violence actually become disabled following the incidents of violence they experience. These remain areas of work for the DWCPD going forward.  

· This campaign aims  not only to raise awareness on how to spot violence and abuse against women and children but also to provide a platform where communities strategise on how to address this scourge particularly when it affects the most vulnerable: women and children with disabilities. 

4. IMPACT OF THE CAMPAIGN 
Based on some of the findings of the 10 year Social Impact Assessment study conducted in 2009, members of the public voiced the need to see a coordinated action plan from all government departments. Their understanding is that   effective implementation is what will separate commitment from a talk show. This has been highlighted by the continued call for the campaign to be implemented throughout the 365 days and the public’s call for a move from an events-based approach to more substantive action in dealing with women and child abuse. Amongst other things, the 10 year impact assessment study revealed that:

· There is a general agreement among stakeholders that South Africa has run successful 16 Days awareness raising campaigns since 2003 in comparison with other SADC countries; 

· The majority (95%) of participants across rural, urban and peri-urban areas understood campaign messages and the objectives thereof; 

· The majority of the participants (94%) also acknowledged that the campaign had a significant impact on their understanding and attitudes towards gender violence and child abuse; 

· While awareness raising by the campaign is effective, there is a discouragement for victims (and reluctance on their part) to report cases due to a perceived lack of justice for victims; 

· The penetration of the campaign in rural and peri-urban areas remains comparatively lower due to inadequate awareness raising events in these areas; 

· Sixty-seven percent (67%) of the respondents (across urban, rural and peri urban) felt the campaign had made a significant impact on the public’s understanding of the negative impact of gender-based violence (GBV) and child abuse, while 33% said it did not. Sixty one percent (61%) believed the campaign had a positive impact in changing public attitudes towards gender violence and child abuse, while 39% felt it had not made any impact; 

· Generally, the attitudinal impact on female respondents was categorised as leading to ‘Speaking out, reporting and assisting victims. The attitudinal impact on male respondents encouraged them to ‘stop abuse, getting involved and assisting victims; 

· Ninety-nine percent (99%) of respondents emphasized that the campaign should continue to exist, while 1% felt it was a waste of money. These  respondents suggested that government must focus on service delivery and develop alternative strategies of empowering women; 
· The majority of respondents (68%) confirmed that they spread the word about the campaign to victims, perpetrators, family and friends. Some (32%) said they were reluctant to speak to perpetrators due to the aggressive response they received from them. These participants were concerned that no training was available to the public to assist them to communicate with victims and perpetrators;  
· that the campaign should ‘unite communities and families’, ‘ensure that men stop abusing women’, ‘respect women and children’, ‘ensure tough action against perpetrators’, ‘empower young women and children’, ‘ensure a better life for people to create a violence-free society,’  ‘recruit men and boys as active members of the campaign.’ 

· Respondents  also recommended that:

· The campaign should be continuous with at least monthly events to illustrate government’s commitment; 

· Establish legacy projects (for example, a centre for abused women and children); 

· Use drama and involve schools, youth, churches, clinics to spread the word; 

· Adopt the same zeal and  vigour observed in HIV and AIDS awareness raising and educational campaign; 

· Focus on tackling some of the causes of abuse (alcohol and drug abuse, poverty and unemployment); 

· The campaign should not only focus on celebrations but follow up on decisions taken and implement follow up programmes; 

· Rural areas where most cases of abuse go unreported, should be targeted more; 

· Messages and activities of the campaign should be targeted to different groups (for example, children, older persons, youth, workers) to avoid the one-size-fits-all approach; and 

· The campaign should encourage people to report cases, SAPS and the entire criminal justice system should be active and responsive to victims’ needs.
5. THE PROPOSED VISION OF THE 2011 CAMPAIGN

The 2011 Campaign seeks to take forward some of the recommendations from the 10-Year Social Impact Assessment. It further seeks to launch government’s substantive intention and action in response to the problem of abuse going forward. Significantly, the vision of the 2011 campaign is to lay the foundation for a more effective implementation of the 365 National Action Plan. This vision will be expressed through activities of direct engagement with affected communities (men, women, children and the lesbian) and the launching of the National Council against Gender-Based Violence which will comprise civil society organizations, development partners, faith-based organisations, including but not limited to traditional leaders organisations. The Council will be led by the Deputy President of South Africa and the Minister for Women, Children and People with Disabilities will champion the process with the Secretariat support located in the DWCPD. Government’s vision is to strengthen the developmental action plan effected throughout the 365 Days, guided by certain principles for improved action. These include:  

· A sustained long-term commitment to ensure that the dynamism of changing norms and attitudes is addressed; 
· A holistic and comprehensive approach that is not only multi-sectoral (in its drive to achieve women empowerment and gender equality) but with a widened scope that continues to involve men and boys as campaigners and survivors who proves that the cycle of violence can be broken.  
· The South African Police Services systematic collection and analysis of data does shed light on gender-based violence but other Departmental evidence-based actions which should be informed by data that assesses and evaluates if their policies are effective in preventing and addressing violence against women and children has not yet been done nationally; 

· Government’s ongoing ownership of the programme to ensure that discrimination and prejudice against perpetrators is dealt with by taking the lead responsibility for the prevention, punishment and elimination of gender-based violence. Hence initiatives such as the different legs of the campaign as outlined below; 

· Currently the Inter-Departmental Management Task Team comprising of different Departments, serves as a vehicle that government uses in bringing in a balance between prevention, protection and support to victims. This structure ensures that government is not only providing care and support to victims, but addressing the core problems and causes underlying gender-based violence are addressed and priority is given to structural interventions that will reduce and prevent them. For example some Departments will focus on the empowerment of girls and women through education is of critical importance because educated women are more able to confront violence and more likely to defend their rights. Men and boys' education is an important element in promoting more positive attitudes towards gender equality. Working with men and boys is also essential to help transform gender roles and relations.  
· However, the DWCPD is currently embarking on establishing the National Council against Gender Based Violence adopted by Cabinet in October 2011. This structure, chaired by the Deputy President of the Republic and championed by the Minister for Women, Children and People with Disabilities will seek to comprehensively coordinate all efforts towards eliminating violence against women, children and people with disabilities. The IDMT will therefore become part of this Council once it is established. Until such time, it is expected that the IDMT will continue with ongoing roles and responsibilities. 
6. OBJECTIVES OF THE 2011 CAMPAIGN
The objectives for the 2011 Campaign are informed largely by the vision of the DWCPD, and the recommendations and findings of the 10-Year Social Impact Assessment study which calls for:  

· Government to strengthen partnerships and collaboration with NGOs and Community Based Organizations (CBOs) – including those that target and involve men and boys for prevention and rehabilitation -- faith-based organizations, traditional leadership and healers  as well as the business sector  in crafting a coordination 

· To strengthen the pillars for a more effective and rigorous implementation of the  365 Days National Action Plan – especially the prevention pillar in as far as root causes are concerned; 

· To encourage community involvement in initiatives to combat crimes against women and children; and 

· To communicate government’s substantive programmes and priority actions to deal with the problem of women and child abuse.

7. BUILD-UP AND ACTIVITIES TOWARDS THE NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 
A number of initiatives will be implemented by the DWCPD in collaboration with partners as a build-up to the official campaign period.  Some of these are outlined below:

· 3rd November 2011: Launch of the Disability Month: The DWCPD launched the disability month in the North West. The National Accessibility Campaign was launched at the event. This campaign focuses on universal access to opportunities, services and community life for all South Africans. This includes giving equal access to women and children with disabilities to the judicial system by removing communication, physical and attitudinal barriers,
·  5th November 2011: National Children’s Day: The Department hosted the National Children’s Day commemorative event at the Union Buildings. The event is in collaboration with The Presidency. The focus of the event was on climate change which will be raising awareness among children on climate change which can have adverse effects on them. Children like women are differently affected by climate change e.g. children might have increased rates of diseases, exposed to unbearable weather conditions that may compel their lives to deteriorate because of poverty and ultimately death. In order to fully celebrate children, the DWCPD feels there is a need to raise awareness on the consequences of global warming and climate change. Based on the above information, the proposed theme for the built-up activities and the celebration for the National Children’s Day is: “We are the World, Plant a Tree and Save the Earth” 
· 17th – 18th SADC Ministerial Climate Change: Hosted by Minister Lulu Xingwana, supported by the UNDP, SADC Ministers for Gender/ Women Affairs held a meeting in Johannesburg to deliberate and develop a position towards the COP17 meeting to be held in Durban. The Ministerial meeting also engendered the positional paper adopted by SADC Ministers for Tourism and Environmental Affairs.   
· 19th November UNICEF’s children’s Focus Group report launch on Climate Change and its impact on Children: The launched report, by Minister Xingwana, highlighted the impact of Climate Change on children’s lives.
· 19th November 2011: International Men’s Day:   The event is led by the Progressive Men’s Movement of South Africa (POMESA) and National Association of People living with HIV and AIDS (NAPWA), in partnership with Congress of Traditional Leaders of South Africa (CONTRALESA) and other gender and human rights organizations will hold the fourth Annual International Men’s Day events. It will be supported by eight SADC countries including Lesotho, Swaziland, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe, Malawi, Mozambique and Namibia. The day will start with a dialogue with the Deputy President of South Africa, His Excellency Mr. Kgalema Motlanthe who will also give the key note address. The International Men’s Day event will be preceded by an indoor activity for the Boy Child Mentoring with a theme of “Protecting and Mentoring Boys for a Better, Peaceful World”. 
· 24th November 2011: Media Launch, Cape Town: DWCPD: The Media Launch serves to publicize the National Campaign Programme through various media representatives who participate. It will provide the Minister for Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities an opportunity to address the media and share the 2011 Campaign Programme with the citizenry of South Africa.  Also participating in the Media Launch will be other Cabinet Ministers, primarily those from the Justice, Crime Prevention and Security (JCPS) cluster who will outline their ministries’ and departments’ contributions to ending gender-based violence and child abuse in the country.  

· 25th November 2011: Opening Ceremony in Gauteng Province: The decision on the hosting provinces for the Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the 2011 campaign has traditionally been informed both by comparative provincial trends of crimes against women and children as reported in the latest Crime Statistics of the South African Police Service (SAPS) and the provincial rotation principle of the campaign. The Opening Ceremony of the 2011 Campaign will be held in Saulsville Arena, Pretoria in Gauteng. The launch will be in consist of 3 phases, launch of the Green Door houses, a concept where home-owners availed their houses as shelters for abused women and children. This will be followed by the formal programme in the arena, and the day will close with the march (in partnership with the LGBTI) to reclaim streets as women and other vulnerable groups such as children and lesbians can no longer walk freely at night for fear of being violated. In addition, the ceremony, through its various components, will raise awareness on services available to support victims and survivors of gender based violence.
· 26th November: Climate Change and Children: The focus of the event was on climate change which will be raising awareness among children on climate change which can have adverse effects on them. Children like women are differently affected by climate change e.g. children might have increased rates of diseases, exposed to unbearable weather conditions that may compel their lives to deteriorate because of poverty and ultimately death. In order to fully celebrate children, the DWCPD feels there is a need to raise awareness on the consequences of global warming and climate change. The Minister of DWCPD and Minister of Environmental Affairs will address the participants, including children. This event will be in partnership with UNICEF.
· 27th November 2011: Sod-Turning in Memory of the Late Masego Kgomo: The DWCPD in partnership with the City of Tshwane, Department of Cooperative Governance and the German Bank have started a process towards the establishment of a Memorial Park in Soshanguve, where the body of the late Masego Kgomo was found.  Plans are in place to embark on a sod-turning ceremony on the 26th November 2011 to officially mark the area to be used as a Memorial Park. The Ceremony will be conducted with officials from identified Departments and the community members cleaning the area and Minister for Women, Children and People with Disabilities, Minister of Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs together with Minister of Public Works and the Executive Mayor of the City of Tshwane will coordinate the programme. The event will also mark the beginning of the Provincial Izindaba on Ritual Killings: Emanating from the National Ritual Killings Indaba that was hosted by the DWCPD in March 2010, it was resolved that there should be provincial Indabas with traditional practitioners.  The dates of other provincial izindaba are still to be confirmed. 
· 28th November: Sentencing of the murderer of the late Masego Kgomo at the Gauteng North High Court

· 28th November-9 December 2011: COP 17: On 28 November to 9 December 2011, South Africa will be hosting the seventeenth Conference of the Parties (COP 17) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in Durban. The objective of the UNFCCC – which was ratified by South Africa in 1997 – is to achieve stabilisation of the concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference with the climate system. The signatories of the UNFCCC meet annually in COPs to assess progress in dealing with climate change. The critical challenge for COP 17 will be the development of a new binding global climate agreement to replace the current Kyoto Protocol which ends in 2012. The DWCPD in collaboration with the Departments of Environmental Affairs and International Relations and Cooperation have embarked on a process of awareness raising on women and climate change.
· 29th November and 6th December 2011: Climate Change and Women: The focus of the two events on climate change will be raising awareness among women because climate change has adverse effects on them. These include increased rates of diseases, exposure to unbearable weather conditions that may compel their lives to deteriorate because of poverty and ultimately death. 

· 30th November 2011, Mr and Ms Person Living with HIV: Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape: This event is led by NAPWA and will be held on the eve of World AIDS Day in Eastern Cape.

· 1st December 2011: World Aids Day: Port Elizabeth, Eastern Cape: This year’s event, led by the Department of Health, will be held at the Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality where Deputy President, HE Mr Kgalema Motlanthe will give the keynote address.    
· 3rd December 2011: International Disability Day: Free State: The DWCPD will host the International Disability Day in Mangaung Township. The day will highlight progress being made in the promotion and protection of the rights of people with disabilities as equal citizens.
· December 2011: The launch of the Child Friendly Communities in Ugu Municipality (7th December), KZN and Port St John’s (TBC), Eastern Cape. This will focus on the collaboration of various structures to prevent violation of children’s rights as they encounter all forms of violence especially sexual and physical ones. The DWCPD will establish the Safe Parks for children as a form of promoting safe and child friendly communities. The Safe Parks model calls for collaboration of various Departments such as the SAPS, Cooperative Governance including Municipalities to ensure that children do realize their right to play, development and security. 
· 10th December 2011: Closing Ceremony: Mpumalanga Province: The host for the Closing Ceremony will be Mpumalanga province. The 10th of December is regarded as the day of commitments and the last day of the 16 days campaign. Activities for the day will be on commitments and pledges by various government departments and stakeholders on their roles in the fight against violence against women and girls. There will be 16 houses handed over to women, children and people with disability in Mpumalanga on this day as part of the partnership between provinces, DWCPD and the Department of Human Settlements.
8. FACTORS UNDERPINNING PROVINCIAL CAMPAIGN ACTIVITIES
It is highly recommended that decisions on areas that are targeted for campaign events, programmes and mobilization initiatives not be random, but that they are informed by local gender- and child-related crime trends in each province or area.  Offices of the Premier, in particular, Offices on the Status of Women (OSWs), Offices on the Rights of the Child (ORCs) and Offices on the Status of Disabled Persons (OSDPs) should take the lead in obtaining relevant information and liaising with all stakeholders to highlight key problems and initiate sustained action to reduce the prevalence of sexual and other offences affecting women and children in the area.  The stakeholders to make decisions around provincial initiatives should include:

· Special programmes officials from the relevant departments and municipalities;

· Relevant constituency offices of MP/MPLs;

· Traditional leadership (where available and relevant);

· Local councillor(s);

· Local SAPS management and relevant specialized units;

· Community Policing Forums;

· Relevant officials of the National Prosecuting Authority; 

· Relevant Magistrates’ Courts;

· Relevant offices of Social Development Departments;

· Civil society organizations working on abuse prevention and victim empowerment; and 

· Any other relevant stakeholders, including Lesbian organisations, Youth Organisations and Faith-Based Organisations.

The provincial stakeholder sessions should seek to:

· Understand the nature of the challenge in the specific community;

· Identify main contributing factors;

· Map existing services and programmes and identify gaps;

· Identify key actions needed to reverse the tide of these crimes in the area; and

· Mobilize commitment of all stakeholders to implement a coordinated response.

The outputs of such engagements should form part of reports which will serve as indicators to inform response interventions for the 365-Day Programme in 2012. These reports will be fed back to the Ministry for Women, Children and People with Disabilities. 

9. COMMUNICATION STRATEGY
The DWCPD will work together with Government Communications and Information Systems (GCIS) to develop the campaign Communication Strategies and their Implementation Plans. Among other factors, the Communication Strategy for 2011 will be informed by the recommendations of research that have been undertaken on the campaign and persistent types of violence that have been happening in 2011 such as corrective rape of lesbians and other abuses that women and children suffers.  

The Department and GCIS will both mobilize support/partnership with the South African Broadcasting Corporation (SABC), print media institutions and other media partners for the campaign.

All communication activities as outlined in the Communication Strategy will focus on the identified areas of the Opening and Closing events as well as other events initiated by or involving the Ministry and the rest of government and partners during the course of the campaign. The communication strategy will aim at:

· Encouraging partnerships between government, communities and other stakeholders;

· Mobilizing stakeholder commitment;

· Encouraging reporting of cases of abuse;

· Profiling response strategies;

· Highlighting the extent of the challenge and victim experiences; and

· Profiling success stories.

Communication of activities will include direct engagement with affected communities and utilization of all media to increase awareness about the campaign. 

10. THE CAMPAIGN TOOLS
· White Ribbon: Nationally, there is a call for all South Africans to support the campaign by utilising the white ribbon symbol in innovative and inventive ways to reflect solidarity with abuse victims and commitment to campaign objectives. By wearing these ribbons for the duration of the Campaign period, individuals will provide an effective and striking visual tool through which to elicit campaign support. The public and private sectors and civil society organizations, including members and representatives of the sporting communities, are encouraged to garner support within their ranks.  The white ribbon is synonymous with the campaign and should not be distorted in any way.
· Torch of Peace: The “Torch of Peace” forms a link between the 16 Days of Activism Campaign and other major national campaigns that support the thematic programmes that underpin Government’s national outreach activities. The Torch of Peace will be lit during the media launch at the Union Buildings on the 24th of November 2011.
· Campaign Toolkit: A toolkit was developed for use by all partners, private and public.  It outlines methods and elements of participation in the Campaign to ensure effective and appropriate communication aiming at reaching the maximum number of people across the country.

11. CONSOLIDATED 2011 CAMPAIGN PROGRAMME (CALENDAR OF EVENTS)
 National, provincial and municipal government Gender Focal Persons (GFPs) will continue to prepare sector-specific, rural- and urban-based activities for the duration of 16 Days as well as for the 365 Days initiatives.  

NGOs, State-Owned Enterprises, business, faith-based organizations and other stakeholders are also requested to submit their programmes for inclusion in the national programme.

The information will be fed into a national programme which will be posted on the website of the DWCPD (www.dwcpd.gov.za ). 

The national programme will be consolidated and managed by the DWCPD in partnership with the National Coordinating Committee (NCC).

12. HOW TO PARTICIPATE IN THE CAMPAIGN
In addition to implementing their own programmes, participating partners are requested to feature the campaign logo extensively in their internal publications and correspondence, on their websites and in messaging to their clients.  They are also asked to feature the campaign logo on product adverts and as part of their individual advertising campaigns.   The campaign logo is obtainable from the DWCPD and from the GCIS.

Corporate donations are also requested to augment the fundraising initiative on behalf of NGOs working with victims and survivors of violence. Employers and employees are encouraged to support the white ribbon campaign and to source their white ribbons (beaded, ceramic or lint fabric) from relevant service providers or women’s empowerment groups that supply these lapel buttons, pins and ribbons.
13. CONCLUSION
The rights of women and children are fundamental human rights entrenched in and protected by the Constitution.  They are thus inalienable from, integral to and indivisible from the human rights framework.  Violence against women and children in all its different guises is incompatible with the dignity and worth of the human person, and efforts (vigilance to prevent; report and support victims) to eliminate them should be responsibility of everyone. Hence, the call to society is “From Peace in the Home to Peace in the World: Proliferation of small arms and their role in domestic violence.”

1 | Page

