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Comments on the National Climate Change Response White Paper

Youth in Climate Change Forum (YCCF) 19th of October 2011

The Youth in Climate Change Forum (YCCF) is a network and platform for young people in and around Gauteng who are concerned about the challenges and impacts of Climate Change and Global Warming which they are faced with, today. It comprise of young people from community based organisations and they meet monthly to share ideas, skills, knowledge and they have campaigns on common understanding of climate change issues.

The objective of the YCCF is to draw attention to the many issues that young people face around the world. One such topic is climate change. Climate Change is one of the most critical challenges of our times, and not responding to these challenges timeously would result in a burnt legacy for the youth.

'Youth are an important sector that can playa crucial role in combating climate change'. We feel that as young people we are key elements to spreading new habits and technologies and we are well placed to contribute to the fight against climate change.

The key issues and concerns on the role of youth in the energy and climate change sector, is how these issues are connected to our daily struggles to fight poverty.

Recommendations made by YCCF consensus are;

1. Active and meaningful participation by youth in early policy drafting in climate change & energy policy issues;

2. Introduction of rigorous and daily awareness campaigns, using mass & social media, TV, radio & print, billboard advertising on mitigation and adaptation;

3. Effective Climate Change Education Curriculum to be introduced from primary to tertiary levels


4. A special day should be dedicated to Climate Change, like Freedom Day (27 April), to change people's behaviour and habits on energy conservation and ecological 'carbon' footprint

5. Financial resources must be made available to empower the youth in mitigation and adaptation programmes;

6 Regulatory frameworks to set up on Climate Change, youth sector to be included In climate negotiations on national & international level;

7. Renewable energy technologies should be provided to all citizens, towards achieving South Africa's goal to a low carbon economy.

8. Big emitters, like Sasol & Eskom, must be held accountable, and being highly taxed for polluting;

9. Energy efficiency measures must be compulsory in all new developments;

10. Renewable energy power-plants to replace current coal-fired and planned nuclear projects, to ensure a fair South Africa energy mix which is sustainable for our environment and economy;

In conclusion for South Africa to combat the Co2 emissions, renewable technology can be able to provide the potential in meeting the energy demand in the country. South Africa has marked its contribution of RE in 2013, at the current state only 5% is provided. This is indication of incapacity to meet our target.

South African government should invest more in research and effective development of RE that could be made available to the citizens. This all will contribute towards achieving a sound target of cutting down our emissions. And as South Africa we need to recognize the greatest risk past to our country and the world at large. The YCCF is urging parliament to attend to climate change issues as a matter of urgency.

