[image: image1.png]RESEARCH UNIT

PO Box 15 Cape Town 8000 Republic of South Africa
Tel: 27 (21) 403 8273 Fax: 27 (21) 403 8118
www.parliament.gov.za



[image: image2.png]—

e

3
g

i

) PARLIAMENT






14 April 2011
An overview of Queensland (Australia) Correctional System

1.
Introduction

Australia is a developed country with a prosperous multicultural society and excellent results in many international comparison of national performance such as human development, quality of life, health care, life expectancy, public education, economic freedom and the protection of civil liberties and political rights. Australia has six States- New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, Tasmania, Victoria, and Western Australia. Each State has its own legislature or parliament and the head of government in each State is the Premier.
 In this brief, attention will be paid to Queensland. 
2.
Queensland Correctional Services Legislation
Queensland Correctional Services provide its services in accordance with the Correctional Services Act 2006, the Correctional Services Regulation 2006 and Constitution of the Commonwealth of Australia 1900 and other related legislation. The Correctional Services Act 2006 was passed in May 2006 and heralded major changes to the way prisoners are managed within the correctional environment and subsequently released into the Community. This new Act is based on the principle of providing for the safe and humane containment, supervision and rehabilitation of prisoners and ensuring the safety of the community and the staff who work in the correctional system.

3. 
Correctional Centres
Prisoners in Queensland are said to be held in either high or low security facilities. There are in total 18 correctional facilities in Queensland including two privately operated facilities. 10 are high security centres providing for the management of prisoners throughout Queensland and 8 are low security facilities.  Six of these low security facilities are attached to high security Centers.

4. 
Prison population

According to the 2008/09 Annual report (Queensland Corrections), a total of 5 596 offenders were incarcerated in correctional centres across Queensland in that reporting period. On the other hand, the Department of Corrections employed 3 439 full-time staff of which 2 564 of them were custodial staff.

For the period of 2008/09, four unnatural deaths were recorded by the Department of Corrections in Queensland as a result of suicide. In the same period, 5 offenders escaped in a low security facilities and all of them were recaptured and returned to high security facilities within 24 hours. It is stated that no escapes were experienced in high security facilities since the last escape which took place in 1998.

5.
Private prisons in Queensland 

Queensland is said to be the first Australian State to contract prison management to the private sector. The first privately run prison in Australia was opened in Queensland in January 1990.
 The prison is known as Borallon Correctional Centre which is a 492 bed high security prison.
 The prison was build by Queensland Corrective Services Commission at a cost of $22 million.
  Queensland Corrective Services Commission was established as an outcome of the Commission of Review into Corrective Services in Queensland in 1988. The Commission took over the function and responsibility of the Queensland Prison Services and the Queensland Probation and Parole Services.
 The prison was initially run by Correctional Corporation of Australia, an American company that runs many correctional facilities in U.S.
 but in September 2007 Serco won the bid to take over the operation of the prison.
 The initial contract for this prison was for a period of three years with an option to renew for a further two years.
 
The second private prison in Queensland was opened soon after 1992 and is known as Arthur Gorrie Correctional Centre. This prison is located on the Ipswich Motorway at Wacol in the Western Suburbs of Brisbane, Australia. It is a high security prison (with a maximum security unit) that is used for remand prisoners, and also for the temporary detention of prisoners while their security level is ascertained. The prison is a relatively modern facility with TVs’, showers and toilets in all rooms and shared dining facilities.
 This is a 710 bed high-security remand and reception facility.
 Unlike in South Africa (where the contract is for 25 years) the contract for this prison was for a period of five-years with a two-year option period. 

6.
 Parole system in Queensland  

As part of the changes introduced under the Correctional Services Act 2006, parole is said to be the only form of release available to all prisoners in Queensland. Under this new legislation, prisoners serve the entire sentence handed down by the court, either in custody or on parole in the community. For instance, prisoners sentenced to a prison term of three years or less (except sex offenders and serious violent offenders) are given a parole release date by the sentencing court. On the other hand, prisoners who have been convicted of sex offences or serious violent offences, or who are sentenced to more than three years imprisonment must apply to a parole board for release on parole.
 

Parole board are said to be independent statutory bodies appointed by the Governor in Council for a period of up to three years and are eligible for reappointment. The board consist of 7 members. Membership of parole boards is prescribed by the Corrective Services Act 2006 and must include a president and a deputy president, each of whom is either a retired judge or a lawyer who has practiced for at least five years. In South Africa on the other hand the Act does not stipulate the requirements or qualifications for a Chairperson of the Board or the Deputy Chairperson.  The role of the parole board is to determine whether eligible offenders are ready for supervised release into the community.

7. 
Victims Register
The Queensland Correctional Services has what is known as a Victims register which is an information service established by Queensland Correctional Services to provide information of violent and sexual crimes about the person who offended against them. Registration is said to be available only to people who are the actual victims of violence or sexual crimes; immediate family members of a deceased victim and; a parent or guardian of a victim who has a legal incapacity or who is under 18 years.
 This register supplies people with information about an offender’s who is currently imprisoned for an offence committed against them or against the person for whom they are registered. Information that may be provided to a registered person includes an offender’s eligibility dates for release, the correctional centre in which an offender is accommodated, the results of application for parole and any exceptional events relating to an offender such as escape or death. If an offender has been sentenced to more than three years imprisonment and lodges an application for parole, registered victims will be notified that they may make a written submission to the parole board about the offender’s potential release to parole.
   
8.
Female offenders and mothers with babies 
Queensland has four facilities for women offenders. These facilities are; Brisbane Woman’s correctional centre; Numinbah correctional centre; Helena Jones community correctional centre; and Townsville woman’s correctional centre.
 There are no maximum facilities for female offenders in Queensland and this is further supported by DCS procedures that states that female offenders should not be classified as maximum security offenders. Like in the rest of the world, female prisoners in Queensland are a small proportion of the prison population.
 Very few women in prison are serious violent offenders and they generally pose little risk to public safety. Many of them are single parents with dependent children. They are a disproportionately disadvantaged population with high levels of poverty, low levels of education attainment and poor employment histories. It is understood that there are significant differences in offending patterns between male and female offenders. The major offences for which women in Queensland are in prison are theft, in particular fraud and misappropriation, homicide, assault and drug offences, with a small number of women imprisoned for sex offences. Fewer woman than men are convicted for violent offences and woman prisoners on average serve less time in custodial centres than their male counterparts. 
 Most women in prison in Queensland are born in Australia and majority of them are white and are between the ages of 20 and 39.      
Queensland prisons have got facilities for mother with babies. Both Townsville and Brisbane Women Correctional facilities have got facilities to accommodate up to eight mothers and babies each.
 Babies can be with their mothers until they reach the age of four when they had to be placed with relatives or in foster care.
 A report by Anti-Discrimination Commission on women in prison indicate that whether or not a child resides with the mother is determined by the person in charge of the prison facility, based on what is in the best interest of the child. Children are said to be sleeping in their mother’s cell, which is large enough to accommodate a child’s cot or bed.
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