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Chairperson and esteemed colleagues

Introduction 
In terms of Chapter 1 of the Public Service Regulations and the prescription by the Minister of Public Service and Administration, all departments within the Public Service are required to publish their annual reports.

Section 40 of the Public Finance Management Act (PFMA) and Chapter 18 of the Treasury Regulations set out the legal requirements for departmental annual reports.

This Annual Report provides information on the performance of the Department of Basic Education (The Department) in the 2010/2011 financial year primarily for the purposes of oversight. The details thereof are contained in the presentation to be made by the Director General.
Review and priorities
The 2010/2011 financial year was a significant period in South African education. Major highlights included:
a) Government making education the apex priority;
b) The hosting of the FIFA World Cup and the opportunities provided to thousands of teachers and learners through the ‘My 2010 School Adventure’ campaign;
c) Some of our most significant achievements are in the areas of pro-poor spending programmes and improved access. Almost 80% of our schools are now fee-free and our National School Nutrition Programme reaches close to ten million learners in more than 20 000 schools; 
d) Attendance of five-year-olds in education programmes and the percentage of learners who attended a pre-school programme have risen dramatically;
e) During the 2010/11 period, the Department published a long-term education sector plan – Action Plan to 2014: Towards the Realisation of Schooling 2025 – which paves the way for a common vision for the entire education sector; and
f) The Department conducted universal Annual National Assessments during February 2011 for the first time. 
The tests were administered to about 6 million learners in Grade 1 - 6 and Grade 9 in approximately 19 000 schools.

Although we have made significant strides in education, there are still challenges, particularly in the areas of efficiency and quality. They include the following:
a) The percentage of repeaters is too high, at 9%, and also unacceptable is the percentage of drop-outs, particularly among learners from Grades 9-11;
b) There are too many multi-grade schools;
c) About two million orphans in the system requiring care;
d) Infrastructure backlogs. These are receiving more attention in the current financial year; and
e) The Annual National Assessments have confirmed that quality challenges manifest themselves at matric but begin in earlier grades.
We are placing all efforts into sustaining our gains in equity and access and ensuring improvements in efficiency and quality. Our national commitment to Teachers, Texts and Time has been translated into several initiatives that will most definitely impact on the system, including:
a) The finalisation of the revised Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements;
b) Delivery of high quality workbooks to schools;
c) Implementation and refinement of the Annual National Assessments to guide our literacy and numeracy interventions. To beef-up these efforts, we’ve put in place a Planning and Delivery Oversight Unit that we committed to during the 2011 Budget Vote Debate; 
d) Continued work with the Department of Higher Education and Training to improve teacher education and development systems of recruitment, training and deployment;
e) Implementing an effective accountability system through the National Education and Evaluation Unit; and
f) Improved planning to address and implement the infrastructure backlog as a matter of extreme urgency.

Conclusion

As I have said, detailed information is provided in the presentation to be made by our DG. We thank the members of the Portfolio Committee for all your support and the hard-work invested in improving the quality of basic education for South Africa.

Lastly, I am thankful to our Deputy Minister, all officials, teachers, teacher unions, principals’ associations, School Governing Body associations, Learner Representative Councils and civil society for supporting our efforts to deliver a quality educational system.
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