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We welcome the review of the Mining Charter and the proposed amendments. But we believe that more can be done to achieve the objectives of the Charter particularly for rural communities. 

In a recent speech reflecting on the role of Government in mining, Minister Shabangu argued that we need to focus on the real issues: “the evil triplets” – poverty, unemployment and inequality”. We fully agree.
Allow me to provide some background. I am the leader of the Batlhaping BaGa Maidi community in Taung. With me today is my colleague and brother Kgosi Tshepo Mankuroane, the leader of the Batlhaping BaGa Phuduhucwana community. Together we are responsible for almost all of the people of Taung municipality. Kgosi Mankuroane is also the Deputy Chair of the House of Chiefs NorthWest Province which represents 54 diKgosi. I am also the Chair person for CONTRALESA NorthWest. 
Our land in Taung is rich in minerals particularly diamonds yet our people are amongst the poorest of the poor. Following our democratic victory in 1994, our people believed that the time had come for mineral wealth to be used to end poverty. 
Unknown to both of us at the time, a mining company from Cape Town had studied our resources and launched a campaign to divide our two communities. 

In 2006, the Department granted a three year prospecting right and in 2009, a five year prospecting right to these outside mining interests that did not consult with us as required by the Petroleum and Minerals Act. We watched as our wealth was used to benefit some individuals while our people received nothing. 
In August 2010, Minister Shabangu announced that Government suspended issuing new permits and intended to review the permitting process. In September 2010, thanks to the work of this oversight committee of Parliament, we met senior officials from the DMR. These officials promised that our situation would be resolved. In February 2011, Deputy President Motlanthe visited our villages and promised that that our community would acquire its prospecting rights. In August 2011, Minister Shabangu accompanied by Premier Modise met with the two of us and addressed our people in a public forum. The commitment to put prospecting rights in the hands of the community was renewed. We are pleased to inform you that the process is now being finalised and we look forward to hosting the Minister for the launch of our mining operation. 
Kgosi Mankuroane and I are working closely together to heal the wounds caused by the outside mining interests and have forged an unbreakable bond uniting our people in a Partnership for Development.

Today we look forward to a brighter future. 

In the NorthWest Province and in South Africa as a whole a significant portion of mineral resources is on traditional land. And as is well documented, traditional land provides a home to the bulk of South Africa’s poor.
If we are to end poverty then we must deal effectively with the issue of mineral rights and the role of traditional leaders.

We welcome the changes in the Mining Charter to establish targets and to make violations of the Charter violations of the Act itself. We support the change in the provisions for development of mining communities from an approach focused on external planning to cooperative planning with local communities. And we support the requirement that multi-national suppliers of capital goods to the mining industry must contribute to community development. 

As to the proposed Social Development Fund receiving money from multi-nationals we believe that clarification as to its functions and how it will be managed is required.
We would like to reflect briefly on one issue that has received little attention in the debate over the mining charter and the mining industry in general: mining on traditional land. 

We believe that with respect to communities new to mining and with limited financial and technical resources, Government should play a proactive and developmental role. Historically, our traditional communities, including our own, have provided workers to the mining industry for many generations. Therefore, the mining industry should also take up responsibilities to assist traditional communities as well.

We recommend the following:

· Government will share with traditional leaders and their structures for development all information as to mineral resources on traditional land.

· Government and industry shall establish a fund that will provide grants, loans on favourable terms and technical assistance to communities to enable them to 

· Obtain prospecting and mining rights

· Mine

· Develop skills

· Engage in beneficiation and marketing

· Create and manage trust funds to ensure that the profits of mining are used for the benefit of the community
· Complete Development Strategies within the framework of government policies and programmes for sustainable growth and development

We also believe that we as traditional leaders have responsibilities. We are responsible for preserving and promoting the heritage and well being of our people including our ancestors, the living and those of future generations.
In BaGa Maidi, we have conducted studies of our development needs, identified resources within the community for managing projects, completed a development strategy and implementation programme, identified specific projects, prepared business plans and proposals  and have begun to use our own limited resources to implement our plan of action. Similarly, BaGa Phuduhucwana has conducted studies and is preparing an implementation programme. Together we are building structures to manage our resources and ensure that poverty comes to an end. We have contributed to the IDP process and together with the Mayor of Taung we are preparing to launch a Partnership for Development. With this Partnership we will ensure that profits from mining are reinvested in Taung and government anti poverty programmes are effectively coordinated.
Many traditional leaders are prepared to work together and with government in the struggle against poverty. We believe that our recommendations will make an important contribution to South Africa’s development.
Through Partnership, we see a future in which the evil triplets are only discussed in history books. 
We thank this Committee for its support and for this opportunity 
to discuss mining and development for South Africa.
