PROTECTION OF STATE INFORMATION BILL [B6 – 2010]

ANC DRAFT PREAMBLE

Recognizing that national security is subject to the authority of Parliament and the national executive, as contemplated in Section 198 of the Constitution;

Mindful of the right to access to any information held by the State as provided for in Section 32 of the Constitution;

Acknowledging that the right to access to any information held by the State may be restricted when necessary;

Recognizing the harm caused by excessive secrecy;

Desiring to put the protection of state information within a transparent and sustainable legislative framework; and

Aiming to promote the free flow of information within an open and democratic society without compromising the security of the Republic,

