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1 June, 2010
DEPARTMENT OF SPORT & RECREATION
Per email:  marina@srsa.gov.za
Attention: Professor Paul Singh, Chief Director: Sport Support Services
Dear Sirs,


Re:
BOXING CONVENTION REPORT
Having had the opportunity of studying the report (for which I thank you) I believe the undermentioned are paramount, namely:-

1. A RETIREMENT PLAN FOR BOXERS

The International Boxing Federation (IBF) operates a financial scheme for its Champions, and I would strongly suggest that details of their plan be obtained.  My suggestion is a compulsory deduction from Fighters’ purses above a pre-determined amount.  Payment to the Fighter of his share of the endowment would then be made on his attaining a certain age, which in this Country I believe the ideal age to be forty (40).

2. COMPETENCY OF RING OFFICIALS

The proficiency of a number of practising officials is, candidly alarming and it is a blessing that more ring fatalities have not occurred.  A recent example took place at a Box ‘n Dine event, (which received coverage in The Sowetan).  Officials should be subjected to stringent training and examinations by experienced overseas officials before being allowed to deal with people’s lives.

3. SUSPENSION OF BOXERS
A suspended Boxer should be monitored to ensure that during the period of his suspension he does not participate in sparring in the gym.

4. ITEMS 29 AND 30 – “CRUCIAL MATTERS LEFT OUT OF REPORT”
The stark reality is that this situation arises from the “slave contract” under the Boxing Act, the only legal contract under the Act.  At Golden Gloves I am proud to state that although forced to conclude these contracts for purposes of validity, our Fighters in reality enjoy comprehensive contracts stipulating both minimum fights per annum, and very realistic purses.  Furthermore we will only accept signature from the Fighter once he has had the opportunity of canvassing the proposed agreement with his family and/or legal representative.

As such, it is imperative that the “slave contract” under the Act be abolished urgently, and that the Act be amended to guarantee the Fighter:-

4.1 a reasonable number of fights per annum (at least four (4) for up-and-coming Fighters, and two (2) for World Champions) ; and

4.2 pre-agreed purses

I sincerely hope that the above comments by an organisation with over thirty years experience, will be taken cognisance of.

Yours faithfully,

Rodney Berman

MANAGING DIRECTOR

(Dictated by Mr R Berman, electronically transmitted without signature)
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