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MDGs Training Workshop for the Parliamentarian Women’s Caucus
Venue: Old Assembly Chamber 
29 June 2011

---------------------------------------------------

Remarks & Purpose of the Workshop

Mr. Nii Moi Thompson, UNDP Senior Economist & 
MDGs Focal Point, South Africa

----------------------------------------------------------------
Programme Director, Honourable Coleman 

Deputy Speaker of National Assembly, Honourable Mfeketo 

Chairperson of the Multi-Party Women’s Caucus, Honourable Dlulane

Chief Whip of National Council of Provinces, Honourable Ntwanambi

Honourable members from the Parliament Women Caucus 

Colleagues from the Office of the Speaker & House Chairperson of the National Assembly Committees, Honourable Frolick
Ladies and gentlemen 

All protocols observed:

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

I would like to start by thanking the House for inviting UNDP to contribute to South Africa’s globally recognized progress towards the attainment of the MDGs.  

Secondly, I would like to convey the good wishes of the UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident Representative, Dr. Agostinho Zacarias, who was unable to be with us because of his participation in a high-level conference of UN officials currently going on in New York.  He extends his apologies and assurances that he looks forward to intensifying the growing partnership between UNDP and the Parliament of South Africa.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
South Africa is one of the 192 UN member states that signed the Millennium Declaration in 2000 which led to the creation and adoption of the eight MDGs the following year, and committed themselves to achieving these goals by 2015.  In the past ten years progress has been made in several areas, and there are challenges in others. Some of these challenges are national, others regional and global.  It is also important to acknowledge that the current Medium Term Strategic Framework of the Government of South Africa and the twelve national outcomes better position the South African government’s programmes and monitoring mechanisms within the context of the MDGs.  In the 2010 MDG Report for South Africa, President Zuma reaffirmed South Africa’s commitment to the MDGs and further stated that they have been wholeheartedly embraced by his government.  

Progress towards the attainment of the MDGs by different countries has also been characterized by key governance and coordination challenges. For example:  
· An inadequate coordination framework for the MDGs, especially at the  provincial and municipality levels;
· Inadequate  capacity for data generation, analysis and quality assurance at the provincial and local levels;
· Inadequate linkages between the MDGs reporting and decision making process across tiers of government; 
· Inadequate localization of the MDGs within planning processes; and
· Lack of structured MDGs monitoring mechanisms. 

UNDP has been and is committed to supporting the Government of South Africa in its effort to address these challenges through working in partnership with government departments at national and provincial levels, including this House and the Provincial Legislatures. 

Some of the key areas of our support will include the following:

· Localization and alignment of MDGs within local, provincial and national planning processes and programmes; 
· National and provincial reporting processes;

· Institutionalization of the MDGs monitoring mechanisms; 
· Mobilisation and coordination of other UN agencies and donor partners to support South Africa’s MDG’s process; and
· MDGs departmental and organizational capacity building; 

In 2010, following the MDG mid-review exercise, UNDP developed an MDG Breakthrough Strategy. The strategy is a call to action for UNDP to support partners, in particular governments, in their efforts to fully achieve the MDGs.  In support of the South African government, UNDP has developed the following programmes for the period 2011-2012: 
· Enhancing inclusive growth, with special focus on rural development and unblocking service delivery through the repositioning process of the public sector;

· Greening South Africa’s economy; and
· Gender Transformation. 
It is also imperative to make reference to some of the key lessons learned in the past ten years of the MDGs. For example:
· Investing in women and girls is shown to have strong multiple benefits for all MDGs;

· Increasing energy, water and sanitation access for the poor has a fundamental impact on MDG measures related to poverty, health and education;

· Governance issues at the country level can be both an obstacle to and accelerator towards achieving the MDGs; and
· Capacity development is key to achieving and sustaining MDG progress. 

 The above context and scenario  bring us to the purpose of this workshop:
Objectives:

· To elevate the understanding of MDGs among the Parliamentary Women’s Caucus with the purpose of positioning the Caucus  to play an oversight and  leadership role within the MDG’s programmes, monitoring and reporting mechanisms;
· To start  developing mechanisms on the oversight role of the Women’s Caucus within the national and provincial legislation processes;  
· To reposition and anchor gender implications of MDGs within planning processes, and  to ensure gender mainstreaming in all MDGs processes;

UNDP, in partnership with other UN agencies, will do the following: 
· Ensure that the required capacity is acquired by the Women’s Caucus;

· Ensure that the  long-term MDGs capacity building for the Women’s Caucus generate knowledge, raise awareness, transfer skills; and most importantly

· Ensure that substantial progress is made on all MDGs, in particular those gender related MDGs.

For us as UNDP, this is another opportunity to partner with all of you towards human development in South Africa, in particular the developmental mainstreaming of gender within the MDGs.  
I thank you. 
