SUBMISSION BY ROBERT STRAUSS


ROLE PLA YERS IN THE FISHING INDUSTRY PORT NOLLOTH NORTHERN CAPE

13 June 2011

Honourable Minister Tina Joemat-Pettersson

We, the fishermen and women of the Namaqua District, Northern Cape residing in Port Nolloth and Hondeklipbay wish to express our deepest concern about the problems in the fishing industry.

Problems faced by us on a daily basis, are :

1. Unfair distribution of fishing rights awarded to the Northern Cape.

2. Marginalized fishing rights to traditional fishermen and women creating impoverished communities.

3. Discrimination against women in the fishing industry.

4. No work opportunities for our youth in the fishing industry.

5. The disadvantages in financial opportunities, due to bank policies and no alternative financial institutions to help small enterprises.

6. Opportunities and development in the fishing industry is reserved to the Western Cape only.

We demand the following:

1. Allowing a mutual entity, agreed upon by government and the fishing community; to manage the fish factory in Port Nolloth.

2. Re-address the inequalities in the industry regarding the traditional fishermen and women and in particular women.

3. Register Port Nolloth and Hondeklipbay as fishing towns.

4. Upgrade the harbour to standard and according to safety regulations.

5. Review the circumstances and assistance to fishermen and women who do not qualify for quotas, which allow established businesses to monopolize the industry.

6. Allow fishing co-operatives from the Northern Cape to use the Mariculture Park in joint ventures with government and / or private investors.

7. Helps fishermen aquire loansor/and grants to finance basic equipment.

8. A meeting with the relevant minister to be held as soon as possible.

9. Fishers in Tuna Rights admin by FAMDA must be given to the 56 fishers involved in the rights and the Sustainable Development Fishing Trust must

Thanking you in advance.

Robert Strauss

(on behalf of the roleplayers in the fishing industry in Port Nolloth, Northern Cape)

