RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE MINISTER

Recommendations to the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries on behalf of South African Fishing SMME Forum and how we see the future of the Fishing Industry. We want the Minister to seriously look at our proposed network of the small scale SMME Fishing Industry.

1. All role-players in all different areas of our country has been consulted from Ocean View right-up to East London to Port Nolloth;

2. We need to make this new Fishing Industry successful and will require certain things;

3. Organise our people of various areas in communities in the Fishing Industry;

4. Envisaged to organise areas into co-operative(co-opt), which we can clearly see according to our information which is clearly mark;

5. Each area to form and run its own black  empowered business

6. Also need near  shore and inshore fishing which has been  allocated to the SMME and Small Scaleright holders;


7. Operations from 6 factories (different areas) which can provide 600 jobs (15000) members;

8. Membership 15 000 in co-opt and factories 1500 permanent jobs, 16 500 people access to employment

9. Framework to develop investment in the industry

10. Involvement training and skills transference in the industry;

11. Protecting of the depletion fishing stocks


STATUS OF SMALL SCALE FISHERS


Small Scale fishers are an integral part of rural and coastal communities where they reside. Small scale fishers live predominantly in rural areas, compared to those in the Western Cape, who live mostly in urban and peri –urban areas

In the Western Cape, women were involved in harvesting but in more recent years, they have been marginalized. Women are however involved in many activities that are integral to the fishing industry. Small - scale fishers derive their livelihoods from a wide variety of activities apart from fishing to meet basic needs. Currently, cash income from fishing contributes only minimally to the livelihoods of small scale fishers.

RESOURCES AND SPECIES

The following species such as fin-fish, yellowtail, snoek, kob, haarders, mussels, octopus, seaweed, sea lice, worms and abalone are generally and traditionally the most harvested resources by small scale fishers. West coast rock lobster (WCRL) another species and also east coast rock lobster (ECRL) can be used for bait and consumed for food in addition to being sold.

Seaweed in the west coast is sold and harvested predominantly by men while collected by women from poor households in the rural south coast. Sand and mud prawns, worms and red bait are harvested for bait to be used by anglers.

The diversity within the small scale fisheries and its potential contribution to the poverty eradication and food security is not addressed in the Marine Living Resources Act ( MLRA) . This resulted in a large percentage of the traditional small scale fishers being excluded from the process.

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT

Small scale fisheries resources will be managed in terms of a community-based co-management approach that must ensure that harvesting and utilisation of the resource occurs in sustainable manner.

SMALL SCALE FISHERIES IN FOOD SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT

Small scale fishers will be making a contribution to the country's economy and that some form of the distributive mechanisms aimed at targeting poverty alleviation or generic social support is required. Infrastructure and services are vital for economic development which are unlikely to be provided the private sector for example, construction of transport infrastructure to markets and the provision of education and health care facilities.

· 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION

In developing countries, fishing and related activities have not generated high economic returns but instead have helped them to sustain their livelihoods and have prevented them from falling deeper into poverty. The role  small scale fisheries as  a livelihood support and coping mechanism for the poor is crucial from a social security programmes are either minimal or non-exist. In such areas fisheries can play a critical role as a “welfare “ (or redistributive ) system, that would otherwise have to be provided through other forms of social support by local, provincial or national Government.

Small scale fishers fisheries should provide a critical safety net vulnerable for small scale fisher households (even those which were not previously poor) when they face a sudden decline in their income. This aspect adds an important gender dimension to small scale fisheries, given that women are usually the main participants in these related sectors.

JOB CREATION

Small scale fisheries may provide substantial job creation and livelihood opportunities if these fishers and communities are involved in and are part of the entire chain and related activities.

FOOD SECURITY

Fish is an important source of protein - particularly where other sources of animal protein are scarce or expensive. The contribution of small scale fisheries to food security must, however, not be underestimated as an important source of cheap protein; and the income generated from it can also be used to buy food. We need to seek and address this issue by ensuring access to the marine living resources and maximizing the benefits for fishers that can be derived from those resources.

CONLCUSION


Holistic approach to fisheries and management as the development of the new small scale fisheries policy comes more than two decades after the promulgation of the MLRA and after long term commercial rights were granted.

· Small scale fisheries to be recognised category of fisheries in the legislation that regulates access to, and consumptive use, of marine living granted;

· The allocation of commercial fishing rights to a small number of traditional small scale fishers negatively impacted  on the traditional fishing communities and their  lifestyles as a large  percentage of these  fishers have not received  any allocations

· The unfairness of past decisions to allocate marine living resources in an exclusive way (that is for commercial and recreational purposes only) and without due consideration of the vulnerability that most small scale fishers would face if forced o compete within a commercial environment ;
· International and regional agreements on developing sustainable and responsible fisheries to which South Africa is a party;

· Pollution and degradation of marine ecosystems;
· High levels of poverty and food insecurity, not only within the affected coastal communities, but in the Southern African region as a whole;
· lack gender equity; and
· The global economic recession.
NEEDS ASSESSMENT

Access to harbours and boats

Process plants

Ice plant Diesel and Fuel

Fishing gear

Wages and Salaries

