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Membership; 
 Artisanal  Fishers Association  
Intergovernmental working group for the elaboration voluntary guidelines on the right to adequate food   F.A.O. 
Rome from 2002 
World Forum of Fisher Peoples.  –over 38 countries 
Commission of Fishers ‐‐ FAO on small‐scale fisheries since 2002 
Fishing Commission on Marine Living Resources Act  
Task Team on the new Small‐scale policy 
Participated in 28 forums internationally. Been guest thrice at E.U. fishing commission 
Task Team Western Cape Economic Development  
Partook in the World Social Forums. – Brazil/ India 
Chair the Cosatu Fishing Desk 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐  

                                                                       

 

  Above..                   

   Our marches have always been an event of expectations and elation but now the tearful 
faces of the fisher’s mothers tell a story of sadness and despair. 



The overall fundamental principles governing the implementation of the new small-scale policy we 
attempted to be focused on food security, equity, job creation, poverty alleviation, co-management 
and social justice. The critics of the new small-scale policy while also condemning it, now lurk as 
vultures in the background to cut deals with the vulnerable poverty stricken fisher folk to take 
advantage of allocations forthcoming. These powerful greedy self-interest groups cannot or will not 
put on the table the solution to the problems of economic and social injustices that behest us in 
South Africa. The management and development of fisheries is not about fish, economics, or 
sustainable resources alone but above all it is about people and our society, about livelihoods and 
the sustainable future of our fishing communities. 

These critics point out that government has not in the fishing industry done socio-social research, 
but evidently that are not well versed with workings of civil society. Let’s look at one of the 
numerous publications produced especially the one on the case study on food security in South 
Africa;- 
“The quota system is subject to enormously high capital. Vulnerable groups have little or no 
ability to raise such sums of money, and these limited rights do not provide enough for basic 
needs of housing, healthcare, education and nutrition. An average fish harvesting family 
household with four adults and three children cannot survive on the tiny income that they 
make from limited rights. Households are forced to make trade-offs between school fees, 
rent, water and food. Increasing food prices during the last years make it even more 
difficult. Many parents cannot afford to send their children to school. Many families have 
been reduced to one meal a day with lower protein and calorie intake. When they do not have 
enough money for food, they are forced to ask friends and family for assistance. A number 
of urban fishers have turned to begging for food and money in the wealthier areas of the city 
when their families and friends also struggle with insufficient food. Before the implementation 
of quotas with its fishing restrictions and before food became so expensive, 
artisanal/traditional fishing household had enough food for their survival and basic needs. In 
South Africa’s case issues of bad governance, corrupt practices and faulty policy formulation 
are the critical factor in the fishing sector. The creation of elites at the expense of 
vulnerable groups shows that government policies are not formulated and implemented 
effectively.” ------------- Alternative Information & Development Centre.  2009 

 

 Above pictures…..     Why do we have to scavenge for food while the privileged gorge themselves? 



          Psychologists say that socio-paths are people who show no empathy and remorse towards 
fellow human beings, well if we look at what is transpiring in the fishing industry our mental 
institutions would definitely not be able to accommodate all of them. The trend now is that the 
ownership of the resource wishes to be claimed by individuals whose only motive is monetary, but 
it should be clear that the oceans and the natural resources of our country do not belong to the 
market or private individuals.  

There is a need to promote community rights and their participation in marine resource 
management including development of co-management schemes for conservation and 
rehabilitation of natural resources with the emphasis on spatial and area management approaches.  
The need to develop policy for the protection of community rights and equity, and to promote the 
utilization of biodiversity resources for the economic security of local artisanal fishers and 
communities is the only alternative to the unjust failed Individual Transferable Quota System [ITQ] 
of the past.    
Several provisions should be set for the full empowerment of the small-scale fishers and their 
communities and the responsibility to such empowerment programmes has to be financed and 
supported. In such a pro-active policy whereby committees mark fishing zones and adopt 
management measures like formation of law enforcement co-operation and the community along 
with government enforcement agencies take responsibility to look after and protect the resource 
has proved to be the most and only successful system in protecting the resource.  
What we hope to achieve within the small-scale policy; 

* Support the social, economic and environmental needs of our sub sector disadvantaged 
communities. 
* Enhance access to the sea.  
* Provided a sustainable livelihood within a just economic system. 
* Social Inclusiveness. 
* Eliminate the inequalities inherited from the past. 
* Recognized as legitimate workers in South Africa. 
* Participatory and integrated democratic system. [Involvement in decision-making]  
* Environmental and resource protection. 
* Food security 
* Poverty and hunger alleviation. 
* By use of the resource the key objective is the wider development of our communities away from 
the profit-making self enrichment individualism.  
* Improve access to markets through interactions with the private sector. 
* Terminate corrupt and rent-seeking practices within the industry. 
* Gender Sensitive 
* Create large scale-employment. 
 
 



 

Community-based management system has received wide world acceptance and the concept has 
moved well beyond the initial vision with co-operatives now playing a major role by providing a 
human-rights dimension to fisheries. The “marketeers”  and opportunists who so much want to 
retain the apartheid generated system of ITQ need to think hard on how to end the decimation of 
equity, corrupt practices, and the exploitation of our workers and should educate themselves on 
International Law ,international trends, and our historical  struggle against the unjust laws of the 
past. The belief that wealth accumulation by an individual can rectify the present ills of our society 
is absurd especially with the advancement that the “poor will become less poor only if the rich 
become more richer” It is an actuality that fishing rights given to communal structures is vital to 
achieving the Millennium Development goals of alleviating poverty and for sustainable growth. It 
has emerged as democratic social and economic movements that have created much confidence in 
its style of value led business. It has produced much larger wage payments than those in the first 
economy, allows for access to credit and financial institutions and has improved the living 
standards of many in the counties were it exists. They act as a safety net against volatile monetary 
markets, protect the vulnerable from exploitation and provides large amount of food to the local 
market and communities. 

There are international instruments that should be playing an important role and should be taken 
into account in initiating trends in our new small- scale policy notable Code of Conduct for 
Responsible Fisheries [see 6.18] 

Recognizing the important contributions of artisanal and small-scale fisheries to employment, income and 
food security, States should appropriately protect the rights of fishers and fish workers, particularly  those 
engaged in subsistence, small-scale and artisanal fisheries, to secure a just livelihood, as well as 
preferential access, where appropriate, to traditional fishing grounds and resources in the waters under 
their national jurisdiction. 



 which F.A.O. U.N. this year has now updating to secure sustainable small-scale fisheries and social 
development,  and SADC – to promote and enhance food security and human health and safeguard 
the livelihood of fishing communities, International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (CESCR) 
and its two Optional {Protocols  proclaims that everyone has the right to a standard of living 
adequate for the health and well-being of himself and his family including food.------and moreover 
the High Court ruling 7th October 2008 that fishers depend on the resource for their survival and 
should be recognized and included in a fisheries policy. What is important according to the CESCR 
in an established violation of an individual’s right to food by a court, he or she should be entitled to 
an effective remedy in the form of restitution, compensation, satisfaction or guarantees of non-
repetition. The Western Cape Economic Development Task Team after two years of negotiating has 
also adopted the CREAD system of Communal development within the fishing industry.   
It is neither in the interest of government, stakeholders or communities to allow the degradation of 
fisheries resources to continue unrestrained and for poaching to continue on the macro level as is 
the case now. But the conservation of our fisheries resources can only be achieved if the larger 
problems of poverty, hunger and underdevelopment are adequately addressed.   
Such a shared value system is an open challenged to not just the policy-makers but to all those 
who are benefitting at present, and support such shared values is a major governance gap. Overall 
the deep problems of “people’s” transformation will only be successfully tackled unless radical 
reform of the present unjust system is done, not as in the past just a new dress put on it. In many 
parts of the world it will be appropriate to vest these rights in the local community of which the 
active fish harvesters and fish workers are members. The communities then take responsibility for 
further monitoring of the resource. In such fisheries, peer monitoring will be important in control of 
the resource. Recognizing the rights of the traditional/artisanal fishing communities is a 
fundamental element in building a successful fisheries management system, in doing provides a 
basis of legitimacy which if absent is likely to result in poor compliance. Territorial users rights 
(TURF) are exclusive rights to fish assigned to a community or individual within a certain limits of 
sea territory. In some instances would not cover the whole range of fish and management authority 
but these needs to be established to fulfill the function of managing the stock. Indigenous 
knowledge of the resource can play an important role in understanding what is happening to it and 
should be regarded as complimentary to formal scientific advice. As Africans we need to escape 
the culture of dependency that leads to social disintegration, criminal behavior, and cultural 
destruction we need to embrace dignity, family values and justice.  We need to break free from 
corruption and individual selfishness that exists even among our own members and take a new 
path towards economic freedom for all our people.  What is missing is vision, bravery, political will 
and to confront those who benefit from the injustices of the past and denying the disadvantaged 
economic benefits, access to services and livelihoods.  We can make it happen if we only tackle the 
four “R’s’ --- RESTITUTION, RESTRUCTURING, REVIEWING AND REALLOCATING. 
When the small-scale fishers and farmers can harvest their own food through have unimpeded 
access away from manipulative predators, their marginalization and unjust policies only then can 
they be truly live the better life that we so hard fought for.  
 
Andrew Johnston. 
 
15th June 2011 

   
 


