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Hon P.S. Sizani, MP

Chairperson of Portfolio Committee on

Rural Development and Land Reform

The Parliament of Republic of South Africa

RE: RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON

23 MARCH 2011

With reference to the above subject matter emanating from our presentation on Ingonyama 
Trust Board Strategic Plan for 2011/12, the Board wishes to make the following further 
presentation as asked for by you, sir.

[1]  ITB’s evolvement overtime

The mandate of the Trust in 1994 was land holding of both urban and rural previously 
owned by the erstwhile KwaZulu Government. Between the original mandate and the 
amended mandate that created the Board, intensive discussions took place between all 
role players in the matter in particular the dominant political parties in KZN and his 
Majesty. 
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The mandate of the Trust evolved to that not of only of land holding but also of 
management of land, facilitator of development and upgrade of tenure rights where 
necessary. With regard to the facilitator of development this is inherent in section 1 of the 
Act which states that the land shall be administered for the benefits, material welfare and 
social well-being for the Clans set out in the schedule of the Act.

It is inconceivable that one can manage such vast tracks of land without having 
development concept in mind. This is further under scored by the strategic objective of 
the Board which has been endorsed by the Minister, tabled and accepted by the 
Parliament.

[2] “One Village One Product”, Osuthu irrigation scheme 

The One Village One Product project is primarily driven by the Premier and the Dept. of 
Agriculture. ITB identifies areas and facilitates the discussions with traditional leaders to 
secure the land. 

To address matters of food security the Board has engaged with various government 
departments to establish community gardens. The Board as yet has not spent any 
monies on these projects but has made the land available. The areas identified are: 

• uMzinyathi
• Zululand
• uMkhanyakude
• ilembe

This project in Usuthu is under the Department of Agriculture and the Board has not 
been part to it or funded this project. 

[3] Student Bursaries

Traditional Councils request approval from the Board for bursaries to be paid to students 
within that particular Traditional Council area. These bursaries are paid from monies 
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accruing to these Traditional Councils. These are community initiated projects, R50 
000.00 was spent for 2010/11. 

[4] Babanango Community 

The Community from Babanango resides outside ITB area of jurisdiction.  The land was 
returned under land restitution.

[5] Royalty Income

The Board has several mining operators on Ingonyama Trust Land from which royalty 
income is received. In terms of the Royalty Act 28 of 2008, royalties now accrue to the 
State. The Trust has approached the Department of Minerals and Energy to request the 
Minister to grant the ITB an exemption in order that royalties be paid directly by the 
mining operators to the ITB. The ITB is optimistic that it will receive this approval from 
the Minister. In view of this, the Trust has provided for royalty income.

[6] (MOU) between the Trust and the Department 

The ITB is advised by the Department of future years Transfer payment allocations once 
National Treasury determines the baseline allocation. The Trust Budget is then prepared 
in terms of this baseline allocation. The Board approves this budget internally and 
thereafter it is submitted for the approval by the Executive Authority. The Transfer 
payment allocation has significantly increased since 2009 due to the approval of a new 
organogram, hence increase in staff costs.

[7] Discrepancy of 2.8m Ha of land and 4m Ha of land that an independent service 
provider 

The Table of Stands per Municipality appears to contain duplications and land that does 
not vest in the Ingonyama. It refers to stands not yet registered: these seem to be 
consolidations approved by diagram of property belonging to the Ingonyama, which 
property is already listed. It is clear that state domestic facilities, which do not vest in the 
Ingonyama, are also included.
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The property owned by the Ingonyama is listed in the Asset Register according to 
Registration Division and not municipal areas. 

[8] Inkosi Mthiyane in Ntambanana and at eShowe Housing projects 

The Board has approved over 300 Land Development Rights with various Municipalities 
in the Province. The matter of Ntambanana has not been brought to the Board. However, 
it is important to mention that it has come to the Board’s attention that such 
misconception is prevalent and the Board tries to address this through Development and 
Planning Co operation Agreements. Most of the schools, clinics and social development 
are under Ingonyama Trust Land.

[9] New Offices and Policies  

The planned date for relocating to the new office premises was December 2010, 
however due to technical issues the move has not yet taken place. The main issue is the 
connection of electricity. The Board paid for the connection that included the purchase of 
a transformer in October 2010 but the local Municipality has failed to deliver. We are 
expected to move before 31 July 2011.

The establishment of satellite offices will be a phased approach. We expect to operate in 
each District Municipality area within KZN. For 2011/2012 we have identified the 
following two satellite offices: 

Over the future MTEF periods policies will be drafted by internal staff members with the 
help of the legal officer recently appointed, therefore a decrease in the use of service 
providers and costs.

Hammersdale (Restoration of 
existing building)

R 1 000 
000.00

1,000,000.
00

Jozini (Restoration of existing 
building)

R    700 
000.00

700,000.00
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[10] Asset Register

The development of the asset register will be shared between in-house staff and external 
service providers. 

The Ingonyama Board Members hope that the above explanations will assist to clarify 
the matters.  

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely,

Hon. Judge S.J. Ngwenya

Acting Chairperson: Ingonyama Trust Board 
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