TO: PORTOFOLIO COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS

        PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

        CAPE TOWN

RE: SUBMISSION OF SOUTH AFRICAN NATIONAL MILITARY VETERANS ASSOCIATION ON THE MILITARY VETERANS BILL.
1.
INTRODUCTION

The South African National Military Veterans Association (SANMVA), welcomes the opportunity to make submissions to the portfolio committee. This is for the reason that as the association we have a direct interest to the proposed legislation.

It is not our intention to challenge the Military Veterans Affairs Act 17 of 1999 in its current form, we however assert and aver that the Act does not cater full participation of the non-statutory forces; it perpetuates a situation where the Military Veterans who benefited during apartheid continue to enjoy all the benefits while former Non Statutory Force suffers.

It is further submitted that the Military Veterans Affairs Act 17 of 1999 is inconsistent with Section 9 of the constitution of the Republic of South Africa Act 106 of 1996.

Our view is that in order for all Military Veterans to enjoy equal opportunities and benefits the best way is to provide for a proper legal basis by enacting a legislation to bring it in totally in line with the constitution.

The proposed legislation will have an effect of ensuring that men and women who sacrificed their life in fighting against unjust government and unjust laws benefit from all organs of the state and government entities. Furthermore, there is a need to ensure that the dependents of the Military Veterans are also provided for through a similar mechanism, particularly those whose parents perished during the struggle for freedom.
We accordingly welcome the proposed legislation and the opportunity to engage with the portfolio committee on the Bill. We, further place on record that we are an interested party in the matter as Military Veterans.

At the inaugural launch of South African National Military Veterans Association on the 27th day of September 2008, Military Veterans from all different formations spoke with one voice and declared that “Nothing about us without us”.

2.
BAKGROUND TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MILITARY VETERANS TO DATE.
         The President of the Republic, Honourable Jacob Zuma, after he assumed office deemed it necessary to ensure that government must take responsibility in making sure that the Socio-economic challenge faced by Military Veterans and their Dependants are addressed. This lead to the reconfiguration of the Ministry of Defence to become the Ministry of Defence and Military Veterans.


This must be noted as a greatest achievement in our life time, as since the dawn of freedom Military Veterans, in particularly, those from non statutory forces became the prisoners of hope.


It is our view that the present Military Veterans Affairs Act is a piece of legislation which only caters for minority Military Veterans, and does not create and obligation to all organs of state and government entities to ensure that socio-economic challenges of Military Veterans are addressed.


In our view it is imperative in strengthening our democracy to take care for those who fought for it, to honour those who died for it and most of all to build a better country for us and for the generation to come after us.

3.
PROPOSED LEGISLATION

The Bill is intended to repeal the Military Veterans Affairs Act 17 of 1999, in on order to ensure that the plight of all Military Veterans is addressed. 

It is our submission that before the present process, Military Veterans represented by their President Mr. Kebby Maphatsoe, first deputy President General Mbulelo Fihla, second deputy Godfrey Giles and Mr. Sobhuza Dlamini played a very important role as part of the Ministerial Task Team on Military Veterans. This was a result of a directives from the Minister of Defence and Military Veterans, Honourable Lindiwe Sisulu for the appointment of Ministerial Task Team on Military Veterans, which was tasked with recommending the policy on how best the plight of Military Veterans can be addressed, among other things.
We have perused with great interest Military Veterans Bill and it is our view that the interests of all Military Veterans are addressed in the proposed legislation in its current form, in particular Section 5 of the Bill which deals with “Benefits relating to Military Veterans”.

Section 3 of the Bill acknowledges sacrifices made by Military Veterans in the service of their country and their role in the democracy of the Republic of South Africa.

The Bill imposes an obligation to the Director-General to compile a priority list of need of Military Veterans in relation to their benefits in order to plan and structure operations of the Department of Military Veterans around the fulfillment of those needs – Section 6 of the Bill.
Our area of concern in the Bill is Section 8(1) which provides that:-

“The Director-General must, in conjunction with the South African Military   

  Veterans Association and other Military Veterans organizations, create 

  mechanism to ensure that the Association serves as an umbrella, 

  organization representing Military Veterans Associations”.

1. The statutory provisions for SANMVA should be a stand- alone section. It should not be conceived as part of the Director General’s responsibilities as is currently the case in the Bill. It is our view that the consolidation of SANMVA, and the ensuring of a situation where all Military Veterans formations make the integral part of SANMVA, is primarily and exclusively the responsibility of the SANMVA NEC.

2. Delete section 8 (3) a and b, as its stipulation undermines the letter and spirit of sections: [8 (1) as changed in terms of the suggestion (1) above, section 8 (2) a and e; and 9 (1) from a to c]. It is for this reason that we also propose that Section 9 (2) should be rescinded. 
3. From the reading of the present draft in the Bill, in terms of Section 9 (1) a to c; and Section 11 (1) a to c. There does not seem to be a justification for creating two separate institutions whose functions are identical. We therefore request that a clarification be provided by the department in this regard.  
4.
CONCLUSION

We are more than convinced that the Bill addresses the current socio-economic challenges of the Military Veterans and their dependants. Those that are charged with this responsibility need to work on a properly co-ordinated manner. We accordingly express our unwavering support to the Bill. 
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South African National Military Veterans Association values the opportunity to make 

this submission. We hope that this comment will find our submission useful.  
Yours Faithfully

___________________________

Mr. Kebby Maphatsoe

President

South African National Military Veterans Association
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