SUBMISSION BY APLAMVA (APLA MILITARY VETERANS ASSOCIATION)

APLAMVA SUBMISSION ON THE MILITARY VETERANS' BILL TO PARLIAMENT’S PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON DEFENCE AND MILITARY VETERANS HELD ON 29- 30 MARCH 2011 IN PARLIAMENT, CAPE TOWN.

INTRODUCTION

It is our sincere belief that efforts by Government through the Military Veterans Bill are aimed at improving the lot of ex-combatants who are without benefits for the military service they have rendered for their country.

This is particularly the case for those from the NSF who were paid no salaries or received benefits, while their counterparts in the SADF and homeland armies received remuneration and benefits.

As hostilities ceased, members of NSF armies out of service do not enjoy the same benefits as those from standing armies.

We suggest the following:

1. The Bill cannot recognise SANMVA without recognising its constituent associations: APLAMVA, MKMVA and CMVO should be the first ones to be recognised because there ca be no SANMVA without them.

The Bill must recognise them, as well as the authority of their mother bodies over them.

While the Bill may not be the place to address the SANMVA constitution, we raise the matter here in the Portfolio Committee that the SANMVA constitution needs a complete overhaul in order to streamline representation and participation in its processes. Participation at its congresses, for example, are chaotic since any ex-combatant does so at a SANMVA congress at any level.

2. Ex-combatants are not employable, whether young or old. The best way to assist them is through self-employment. To this end they should be provided with skills, mostly artisans. The Defence must have award contracts in maintenance, painting, car repairs, panel-beating, cleaning, grass-cutting, etc to them.

3. Projects: Those interested in bigger projects like farming should be assisted with funds and or access to some of the land owned by the Defence Force on a lease basis.

4. A certain quota should be available to associations' companies to get business from the defence department.

5. All ex-combatants and their dependents should, irrespective of age receive free medical treatment at military hospitals.

6. Almost all ex-combatants who were dishonourably discharged were forced out because of a combination of factors, mostly to do with victimisation, threat of arrest and inadequate counseling /guidance at integration. The status of being discharged dishonourably disadvantages ex-combatants. This should be set aside so as to give them a second chance to integrate into civilian life.

End.


The joint standing committee on Defence held public hearings on the improvement and well-being of Military Veterans on the 10th and 11th May 2007, where written submissions were received and oral submissions were made by the various organizations. Since then no satisfactory improvement whatsoever have been made.

No pension improvements

No health improvements

No medical aid improvements

No skill training

No transport subsidies

No housing.

(MK) (APLA) were been so called Non-statutory Forces, meaning that they were not contributing to the Government Employees Pension Fund (GEPF). We say (APLA) and (MK) were much contributed with the sacrifice they rendered to the Nation contributed a lot with their lives and blood, the revision of the so called Non-Statutory Forces (NSF) pension dispensation was been approved by the cabinet on 15 April 2009. In the context of aligning the pension dispensation for all Forces. Why is the implantation take so long because of APLA and MK sacrifices this term of been a Non-Statutory Forces been abolish a.1I Forces be called Statutory Forces. So that benefits be equal.

APLA (MILITARY) VETERANS ASSOCIATION


Dear :Sir / Madam

RE: MILITARY VETERAN BILL (INPUT)

1.0n issue of health we recommend that ex combatant (veterans) must access military hospital freely freely without looking at age, they are excombatant who were demobilize because of health issues but they can’t utilize army hospital.

2. The issue of combatant who we are dishonorable discharge remains a problem a lot of NSF members are affected by this section –we recommend that this section be set aside to give excombatant second chance to integrate to civilian life.

3. Political parties especially ANC,PAC and AZAPO they must have said to their former armies, to avoid anarchy.

Kind regards

Gordon Mpinie

Sign--------------
