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STATEMENT

The National Summit on Vulnerable Workers on farms and in Forestry and Fisheries

The Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries organized a national summit on Vulnerable Workers on Farms and in Forestry and Fisheries on 30-31 July 2010. . The Summit was attended by more than 2000 participants of which 1 500 were vulnerable workers themselves. . The other stakeholders who attended the Summit included AgriSA, NAFU, TAU, FAWU (Affiliate of COSATU)
· International Labour Organization and Local NGOs. .
· The Keynote Speaker at the Summit was His Excellency the President of the Republic of South Africa Mr J.G. Zuma.
· The Summit was also addressed by the Secretary- General of COSATU Mr Zwelinzima Vavi.
The objectives of the Summit

· To communicate very strongly and very clearly that Government is committed to the prioritization of the interests of the poorest of the poor and to sent out an unambiguous message to all vulnerable workers that Government is indeed committed to their cause.
· To develop a common programme with their participation, with clear goals, clear tasks and a common programme of monitoring and evaluation. 


· To give voice to the vulnerable workers to tell Government what it has done and has not done for them since the advent of democracy in 1994.
· To strengthen the belief that there is only one future for agriculture, forestry and fisheries that is an inclusive rural economy in which everyone has a place.
· To ensure that vulnerable workers enjoy their basic rights and freedoms as guaranteed by the constitution and labour legislation.
The Expected Outcomes of the Summit

· The national summit would adopt clear resolutions on Government programmes targeting vulnerable workers. 
· The adopted resolutions would address the plight of vulnerable workers along the five main areas.
· Social services focussing on adequate housing, provision of farm schools, mobile clinics and HIV Aids programmes, transport, water and electricity, communications infrastructure and access to social grants.
· (Working conditions) with focus on access to organising and unionization, determination of working hours and job security.
· (Security tenure) looking at issues of illegal immigrants, racism and abuse, access to land for own needs and by owners.
· (Empowerment) focussing on vulnerable workers employee schemes and training beyond farm labour life.
· (Cross-cutting) matters which include hot-line for problems and the establishment of a database for all farms in the country.
Progress Achieved

· The Steering Committee which organized the national summit has been converted into a Delivery Forum. Provincial Departments, Department of Labour, Health, Rural Development and Land Reform, AgriSA, TAU, FAWU, SANGOCO all nominated officials to serve in the Delivery Forum which has already met twice.
· The TOR for the Delivery Forum were adopted as a Working Document.
· DAFF is currently developing a policy framework for the establishment of the vulnerable workers support units to be established at national provincial and local levels. The Department of Agriculture in the Western Cape is assisting in this process considering that the Department already has a Directorate dedicated to farm workers development.
· Provinces will conduct provincial post summit during 2011/12 with DAFF providing technical support and logistical fund to a maximum of R200 000-00 per province.
The Delivery Forum has been divided into four task teams focussing on the four areas of:


- Social Determinants for health of Vulnerable Workers ~ Working Conditions of Vulnerable Workers

- Security of Tenure of Vulnerable Workers

- Training and Empowerment of Vulnerable Workers

· The Department of Rural Development and Land Reform is hereby requested to provide support to the Delivery Forum Task Team focussing on Security of Tenure of Vulnerable Workers.

