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Who is LAMOSA


· Background
· The Land Access Movement of South Africa (LAMOSA) is an independent federation of rural Community Based Organisations (CBOs) advocating for land and Agrarian Rights, and substantive democracy through facilitating Sustainable Development. It first saw the light of day as the Transvaal Land Restoration Committee (TRAC) in 1991, with its founding members drawn from dispossessed communities in the former Transvaal region, that is Northwest, Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Limpopo. 

Key Areas and Programmes

· Land Rights and Access
- Restitution Claims,

- LRAD Applications,

- Tenure


· Post Settlement Support and livelihoods
· Gender and HIV I Aids cross cutting programme
Case Study 1:

Brakspruit Communal Property Association

· The community consists of 110 registered beneficiary household. Presently there is approximately 320- 500 landless households who are residing on shacks, the rights are overlapping, This area is in Dr Kenneth Kaunda District Municipality of the North West Province.
· The community identified a Brackspruit farm through the land redistribution programme - Settlement/Land Acquisition Grant (SLAG).
· The process started in 1997 and the land was finally acquired in 2001
· The non beneficiaries residing in Brackspruit made an application to purchase land in Buffelsvlei farm, The farmer agreed to sell the land to government but the Government delayed payment, and the offer was later declined. The group was later evicted by the land owner (Wimpy Rossouw) without a court order
· The community has started discussions with the Local Municipality to develop a settlement area on the farm but these discussions have stalled
· Neighboring farmers are objecting to the settlement, claiming that valuable agricultural resources will be irreversibly lost in the process.
· Title adjustment has to be done to transform

Case Study 2: Mrs Radebe vs Wurth


· Ms Radebe is currently living on farm of Wilgeboom Farm no. 458 in Dr Keneth Kaunda District. She has no income, no access to basic services, no electricity no Sanitation
· She is allowed permission to occupy the farm under the conditions (attached contract)
· The owner A W Wurth is residing in Heidelburg, left the farm under Radebe caretakership.
· Radebe approached the DRLR in Klerksdorp for assistance in acquiring tenure rights and basic services
· The Municipality cannot service the farm without prior consent of the legal holder, so is Eskom
· Ms Radebe's next of kin & extended family has no legal rights to the land as per section 9 of the land tenure bill
Recommendations

· Immediate Evaluation of the progress made with regard to the Legal services for Government, Evictions and displacement continues irrespective of these services
· Implementation of other existing laws related to land acquired for Land Reform purposes e.g. Title Adjustment Act (land cannot be manufactured, we cannot avoid a situation where Agricultural land should be transformed into sub-holdings

· Capacity Development of local Municipalities on land and rural developmentprocessesl time to walk the talk on intergration and coordination
· Prevention is better that cure
· There is need for Proactive Application of tenure rights for farm dwellers who are presently occupying farms we cannot wait for tension to build up to start intervening.

Conclusion

· We appreciate this opportunity afforded to us by the Portfolio committee on Rural Development, we hope that Government will continue to open a space for continuous dialogues and ongoing engagement on alternative tenure systems
· LAMOSA is commited to support the work of any force aiming to advance the rights of our people in the country side, and will continue to challenge any practice that perpetuates class discrimination and denial of rights.
· To quote from a world class South African Document: The Freedom Charter which was adopted at the Congress of the People, Kliptown on 26 June 1955

The Land Shall be Shared Among Those Who Work It!
· Restrictions of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended, and all the land re-divided amongst those who work it to banish famine and land hunger;
· The state shall help the peasants with implements, seed, tractors and dams to save the soil and assist the tillers;"
· Poverty .is our problem but through appropriate land and agrarian reform the poor can become part of the solution!"

