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The State of the Nation Address (SONA) highlighted a number of issues that have direct impact on the lives of women, children and people with disabilities. The key issues arising from SONA that the Department for Women, Children and People with Disabilities will address in its programme for this year are:

· Job creation and economic empowerment

· Access to education and improving education outcomes

· Reproductive health and rights and health of children
· Violence and crimes against women and children

· Municipal elections  
Job creation 
In the SONA, a commitment was made to fill all vacant posts within the public sector. As a relatively new Department, our organogram was approved in November last year. As part of the efforts to increase human resource capacity of the Department, we commit to have filled all our new positions funded for 2011/2012. Our staff complement will incrementally increase over the next three years in line with the approved organogram. 

In the SONA, various incentives for job creation were announced including the R9 billion for the Industrial Development Cooperation. In all of these initiatives, the Department will champion the principles of 50/50 gender parity and minimum of 2% employment equity for people with disabilities. The DWCPD is developing a gender and disability barometer (end of April 2011). 
Together with Labour Department, we are working on increasing the job opportunities in sheltered factories for people with disabilities with a particular aim of increasing the number of women and black people with disabilities employed in these factories. We will also work with the Department of Social Development to improve support for sheltered workshops

The previous target date (end 2009) to achieve 2% employment equity for people with disabilities in the public sector was missed. We reaffirm Government’s commitment towards this target and the Department is going to coordinate efforts to ensure that all national, provincial and municipal entities achieve this target. Areas of progress and failures will be reported to Cabinet regularly over the next two years to ensure that corrective actions are taken where the target is not being achieved.
Other initiatives to look at:
· Employment equity plans of departments, municipalities and State-owned Enterprises 

· Small scale agriculture and cooperatives

· Financial and non-financial support

· Postbank for rural women

· Already in discussion with Women in Agriculture and Rural Development (WARD)
· Infrastructure development

· EPWP – Zibambele (repairing and cleaning of roads)

· Women in construction (housing and public works)

· Women in water

· Tourism-cultural industries

Access to education

The Department will this year undertake a campaign on Access to Education for All Children. The campaign will be targeted at orphaned and vulnerable children who may still face difficulties in accessing education, children with disabilities and children affected by child labour, including child migrants. 

The Department will also conduct audit of all special schools in the country to establish the current conditions and measures needed to address various challenges that have been reported. Our advocacy activities will also focus on supporting the implementation of inclusive education policy as required by the UN Convention on the rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Reproductive Health and Rights and child health

We have initiated the Sanitary Dignity Campaign aimed at improving access to sanitary towels for indigent women and girl children. We have mobilized a number of partners including manufacturers of the product for commitment to this campaign. The campaign will assist in kick-starting the implementation of the policy announcement by the President on this matter while sustainable procurement and distribution mechanisms are being put in place.

We will also be supporting the Campaign against HIV and AIDS which remains a key factor on maternal and infant mortality. We will also be emphasizing the link between violence against women and children and increased risk of HIV infection. 
Violence against women and children
In addressing issues of crime, the President emphasized the cases of violence against women and children.

Various forms of abuse of women and children have remained a major challenge for our country. Acknowledging the magnitude and complexity of the factors driving this scourge, an advisory council comprising of key government departments, civil society organizations and other relevant partners will be formed. The Advisory Council will strengthen and coordinate the implementation of 365 Plan of Action to stop violence against women and children. It will also assist in monitoring the implementation and compliance with the Domestic Violence Act, Sexual Offences Act and other relevant legislation.
The Department for Women, Children and Persons with Disabilities will constitute an appropriate secretarial support and drive the work of this Advisory Council. The Department is targeting 01 June 2011 for the Secretariat and Advisory Council to be up and running.
The DWCPD is in discussion with the Department of Public Works regarding unused government buildings for overnight shelters for the abused and resources centres.
Municipal Elections

Through a partnership between UNDP and National Parliament, a programme is being launched later this month to train women from all political parties who are potential candidates for local government elections. This capacity building programme should assist in improving the number and capacity of women representation at local government level.  

As part of the DWCPD Strategic Plan, capacity building is a continuous activity that will be coordinated by a Chief Directorate within the Department.
Accessibility for people with disabilities is also a critical matter to be raised for the oncoming local government elections.

