PARLIAMENT

PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON CORRECTIONAL SERVICES REMINDER NOTICE

23 November 2010

The Portfolio Committees on Correctional Services and Public Works met with the above-mentioned departments on 18 August 2010 to discuss a number of matters, some observed during the Committees' joint oversight visit to the Centre earlier that month. It was agreed that the following matters would be resolved, and reported on by mid-November 2010:


Construction/infrastructure-related matters
· the addition of toilets in all hospital wards at the centre;
· the installation of public telephones for use by inmates;
· the re-installation of the IT equipment at the centre to ensure that it meets the relevant standards;
· the upgrading of surveillance equipment to ensure that cameras in units are appropriate for use in correctional centres;
· the repair of the extensive damage to kitchen and laundry appliances;
· the submission of a list of all service providers who have delivered sub-standard services/work at the centre; and
· a report on what had led to the reported cost escalations, variation orders etc related to the project;
Management-related matters:
· full report on the 3 August riot;
· report on the management restructuring at the centre;
· report on the categorisation of offenders detained at the centre which is meant to house only medium offenders but at the time of the visit clearly accommodated serious offenders too;
· report on the finalisation of the long-overdue DPW-DCS service-level agreement; and
· report on the alleged loss of the centre's master key
The meeting has been scheduled for Wednesday. 24 November from 09h00 - 12h00 and will take place in the Old Assembly Chamber, Old Assembly Building.

The Portfolio Committee on Correctional Services' draft August oversight report was distributed last week. Please find included:


For 24 November 2010

1. DPW presentation on the New Kimberley Correctional Centre;

2. DCS presentation on matters related to the New Kimberley Correctional Centre;

3. DCS status report on maintenance-related matters raised during the August oversight visits; 4. DCS status issues on other matters raised during the August oversight visit;

5. DCS media statement on the JICS' 2009/11 Annual Report;

6. DCS action plan for addressing matters raised in the JICS' 2009/10 Annual Report

For information

1. DCS publication on outstanding matters and its 2009/10 Annual Report

2. Open Society Foundation Shadow Legacy Report on the activities of the Parliamentary

Portfolio Committee on Correctional Services for the period 2004-2009

3. Portfolio Committee on Correctional Services Jan-March 2011 programme

