From: Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, MP

To: Hon. Mr M Sisulu, MP: Speaker of the National Assembly


MINISTER INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS AND COOPERATION REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

15 October 2009

Dear Speaker

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE DEEMED TO BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS (CCW)

The Convention on Prohibitions or Restrictions on the Use of Certain Conventional Weapons Which May be Deemed to be Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscriminate Effects, also known as the Certain Conventional Weapons Conventional (CCW) is an important instrument of international humanitarian law that regulates the use, and in certain cases the transfer of specific conventional weapons. South Africa became a State Party to the CCW in 1996.

Since 2001, States Parties to the CCW adopted two amendments to the Convention, namely an amendment to Article 1 that enlarges its scope to include conflicts of a non-international nature, as well as the adoption of a new Protocol, namely Protocol V on Explosive Remnants of War.

Cabinet approved that the amendments be submitted to Parliament on 24 July 2007. I hereby request that the amendments be tabled in Parliament for approval in order to complete the process leading to South Africa giving its acceptance/approval of the amendment to Article 1 and its consent to be bound by Protocol V.

Yours sincerely

Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, MP

Hon. Mr M Sisulu, MP: Speaker of the National Assembly

