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    12 October 2010
ADDITIONAL ISSUES/QUESTIONS FOR CONSIDERATION

System Planning and Monitoring

1. The Department should give progress updates regarding the following activities whose targets were not achieved for various reasons:

· The implementation of the Policy on the Organisation, Roles and Responsibilities of Education Districts, including pronouncing the norms for district staffing. The delay in these activities impact negatively on the quality of support the districts provide to schools and teachers.  
· Finalisation of the Policy for Learner Transport and Hostel Provisioning.  Until this policy is finalised, the level and type of provision of learner transport will remain uneven and inadequate in some provinces. 
2. It is a concern that the department has for two consecutive years been unable to finalise the development of the following:

· A methodology for costing, as well as to determine the costing of a Basic Minimum Package for Schooling, which the department first stated it would do in 2009. 

· The Funding Norms for Inclusive Education and Special Schools, which the department has since attributed its delay to the finalisation of key policy issues.

