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The IGC: Traditional Cultural Expressions (TCEs)

In 2009, WIPO’s Intergovernmental Committee on Intellectual 
Property, Genetic Resources, Traditional Knowledge and TCEs
(IGC) was provided a new mandate to “undertake text based 
negotiations with the aim of “reaching agreement on a text of 
an international legal instrument (or instruments) which will 
ensure the effective protection of genetic resources, traditional 
knowledge, and traditional cultural expressions.”
To accelerate discussions, Inter-Sessional Working Groups 
(IWGs) were established to “provide legal and technical advice 
and analysis” to the IGC. 
The first IWG was held from 19 to 23 July 2010 to look into 
TCEs on the basis of a document entitled: ‘Revised Provisions 
for the Protection of Traditional Cultural 
Expressions/Expressions of Folklore” (WIPO/GRTKF/IC/17/4 
Prov.). 



Revised Provisions for the Protection 
of Traditional Cultural Expressions/Expressions of 

Folklore

I- Objectives 
II- General guiding principles
II- Substantive principles
1. subject matter of protection (Article 1)
2. beneficiaries/management of rights (Articles 2 and 4)
3. acts of misappropriation/exceptions and  

limitations/formalities (Articles 3, 5 and 7);  
4. term of protection/transitional measures (Articles 6 and 9)
5. sanctions/remedies and exercise of rights (Article 8) 
6. relationship with IP protection and other forms of 

protection, preservation and promotion (Article 10)
7. international and regional protection (Article 11) 



Subject matter of protection (Article 1)



Beneficiaries (Article 2)



Scope of protection (Article 3) – (1/3)



Scope of protection (Article 3) – (2/3)



Scope of protection (Article 3) – (3/3)



Management of rights (4)



Exceptions and Limitations (Article 5)



Term of Protection (Article 6) (1/2)



Formalities (Article 7)



Sanctions, Remedies and Exercise of rights (Article 8)



Transitional measures (Article 9) (1/3)



Transitional measures (Article 9) (2/3)



Transitional measures (Article 9) (2/3)



Relationship with IP protection  (Article 10)



Thank you for your attention

aabdellatif@ictsd.ch
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