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Geoscience Amendment Bill – Bill 12 of 2010

Draft Submission by the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM)

01 September 2010
1. Introduction

Honourable Chairperson, the NUM appreciates the opportunity to be invited by this committee to share its views on an important matter – the Geoscience Amendment Bill.

The South African mining sector continues to experience unique challenges related to health and safety. In our view, these require appropriate legislative measures that would assist to deter the situation.  
And we continue to engage stakeholders on the best acceptable practice that would help to alleviate the problems associated with health and safety in the mining sector.

In May 2009, at the NUM National Congress, the union resolved the following:

“Through the Mine Health and Safety Council force the mining industry to develop more advanced geophones technology capacity for earlier signs of possible seismic events”.

Therefore, our appeal is that this Bill should ensure that the Council for Goescience (Council) is well equipped and in a position to contribute to safety in mines.

The Council for Geosciences must be in a position to work with related stakeholders such as Mintek to develop technologies that can detect and give early signals of seismic events – this would save many lives.

2. Council for Geoscience – Functions etc
Funding for key in ensuring that the Council achieves its set of objectives.

The Bill should ensure that the Council has a role in ensuring safety in the mines by mandating the mining industry to develop systems that would assist to detect seismic activity in the mines.
The Council must be constituted in a manner that would complement the State-Owned Mining Company – this should strengthen the role of the State in exploration for purposes of mining which would not necessarily be conducted by the Council.

The Council must improve its relations with the Mine Health and Safety Council and Mintek – and establish a working relationship with the yet to be established State-owned mining company.
3. Recommendations 
Adequate funding is central for the effective functioning of the Council for Geoscience. It is our recommendation that this Bill makes proper and adequate provision for the funding of the Council. 
There needs to be an improved coordination between the Council for Goescience, Mine Health and Safety Council, Mintek and State-owned mining company. This would ensure safety in mines, strengthen government’s function to explore minerals and ensure information on technology development.
Safety in mines is key and should be central to the agenda of the Council for Geoscience.
Ends.

Madoda Sambatha

Head: Parliamentary Pillar
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