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SUBMISSION  ON THE PREVENTION AND COMBATTING  OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
BILL.

 

FOR ATTENTION: Mr: Vhonani Ramaano

 

Dear Sir,

 

As director of STOP, I have been directly involved these past 2 years in
prevention of human trafficking through awareness in schools, on radio, in
media, in police stations and various other. I have also been part of an
extensive victim assistance program and apart from establishing a Safe
House, have also assisted the Hawks, SAPS and CT metro police in rescue
operations. This past week I was part of a task team put together by CTC
(counter traffic coalition ) in re visiting the latest draft of the bill and
submitting possible changes and additions to the committee.

 

Having said all this, I would like to in my personal capacity submit reasons
why this bill should be urgently fast forwarded and passed.

 

1.	Although the Sexual Offences act and Children's act both cover 

human trafficking and arrests and prosecution may be made under these acts,
very few office bearers in SAPS or the Justice  Dept actually know this.
This has had the sad result that arrests and convictions have been isolated
(Durban) and few and far between. SAPS and the Justice Dept need desperately
to have this legislation passed to enable and empower them to act and rescue
victims and get the perpetrators arrested, convicted and put behind bars. 

 

2.	2010 Soccer world cup is now over and the syndicates involved (
mafias internationally) hope and think that SA is now going to relax their
urgency and attention given trafficking during the world cup and it is going
to be business as usual. For this reason this bill needs to be passed
immediately.

 

3.	We need credibility in terms of the international community as we
are one of         very few first world countries that have not got
trafficking legislation in place. It is therefore in the highest interest of
our nation in the eyes of the international community to have this bill
passed.

 

4.	Human trafficking is a serious crime against humanity and is nothing
more than modern day slavery. It needs to be abolished  internationally at
once. By passing this legislation we are joining the international community
and setting the pace in fighting for the freedom of  especially women and
children ‑who mostly are the victims of human trafficking.

 

5.	South Africa's reputation of being an easy traffic, transit and
destination in the organized crime community has to be changed. With this
bill passed we can start addressing corruption and closing our porous
borders.

 

6.	The Hawks need to be empowered by this legislation to combat and
eradicate corruption by government officials and police working with
traffickers and international syndicates.

 

7.	Trafficking within our borders, is a fast growing evil and because
of the poverty, social degradation and neglect in our rural areas,
trafficking of children especially is very easy. This bill has to address
trafficking within our borders and how this enjoys the same status and gets
the same attention as international cross border trafficking. The bill has
to cover both equally ‑ cross border and internal human trafficking.

 

8.	The most instances of human trafficking during 2010 world cup did
not get to the media and was not publicized for two reasons. The one is that
SAPS are still investigating the instances and because they are after the
syndicates behind the trafficking confidentiality has to be maintained until
the big fish are rounded up. The second reason, beings that SA wanted to
have the international soccer community go home with a sweet taste in their
mouths and lovely memories of a country they would like return with their
families. We have data and statistics should it be requested of us as well
as representatives of the Hawks and others to testify as to what actually
happened around trafficking during 2010.

 

9.	LASTLY I WOULD KINDLY REQUEST THE PRIVILEDGE OF MAKING AN ORAL
SUBMISSION TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE GIVEN DATE.

 

Yours sincerely,

 

Corinne Sandenbergh

Director STOP 

 


