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Who we are
• The Alliance for Children’s Entitlement to Social Security 

(ACESS), formed in 2002

• An alliance of more than 1 200 children’s sector organisations 
drawn from all nine provinces in South Africa. 

• Secretariat is based in Cape Town, and our member 
organisations include:

– rural and urban-based,
– community-based and 
– faith-based and 
– non-government organisations, 
– social service providers, and 
– research institutions. 

A diverse range of sub-sectors within the children’s sector 
including health, disability, early childhood, education, child 
protection, socio-economic rights, refugee children, children 
living on the street, orphans and children made vulnerable by 
HIV/AIDS, food security and gender. 
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The Team
• Kevin Roussel - Executive Director
• Tenille September - Executive Assistant
• Denise Damon - Programme Co-ordinator
• Sharon September - Training Co-ordinator
• Bukelwa Voko - Communications & 

Mobilisation
• Sanja Bornman - Policy & Development
• Siyasanga Kango - Programme Assistant

Guest: Ms Nozuko Mengcane
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Key points from written 
submission

Of central concern to the alliance is the realisation of 
every child’s core right to a name and nationality from 
birth, as outlined in the Constitution, which states in 
section 28(1)(a): 

“Every child has the right to a name and  
nationality from birth”

The birth registration process and the issuing of a birth 
certificate, or “enabling document” is the cornerstone of 
this right, and the Department of Home Affairs its 
custodian. 5



Key points: Clause 4(a) and (b) - 
Notice of birth
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• Amendment proposes: Only the “parents, or if the parents are deceased, any of the 
prescribed persons” may register the birth of a child.

• Will prove counter-productive and administratively burdensome for applicants and the 
DHA in future!

• Denying rights to children due to conditions over which they have no control. The 
registration of a child’s birth, and entry into the population register, is far more important 
than the person doing the registration. 

• Will require proofs which, in practice, are 
– (a) no more certain than those required in the principal Act, and 
– (b) proofs that are unreasonably burdensome for those acting in good faith to obtain. 

• Does not recognise non-traditional forms of the South African family, and is not in 
keeping with legislative trends to recognise the role of “caregivers” as opposed to 
parents and legal guardians.



Clause 4(a) and (b) - cont.
Recommendation: Keep the birth registration process as 
simple, easy and as open as possible, and revert to existing 
wording in principal Act.

• Fraud or false registration of births can be dealt with by collecting 
the biometric data of the child being registered, at the site of 
registration, which is already provided for to a certain extent in 
clause 4(b), which will insert subsection 1(A):

“The Director-General may require that biometrics 
of the person whose notice of birth is being given…
be taken in the prescribed manner.”

• Assist with the integrity of the population register, and make it 
impossible to falsely register a child, or to register the same child 
twice. 
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Clause 4(a) and (b) – cont.
• Fraud? Legitimate and serious concern…

• In the event of a person attempting to 
defraud the system, currently DHA 
officials on the ground stop the fraud from 
happening…

• Evidence from clients on the ground? 
Those legitimately attempting to register 
are being denied their rights as a result of 
“policing” being done by administrative 
officials. 

• Those committing fraud always find new 
ways around the system, while those 
acting in good faith are punished by a 
burdensome system.

Recommendation: The DHA 
investigates and brings to justice 
members of the department, individuals 
outside of the department investigated by
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Key points: Clause 4(d) - Late 
registration

• Amendment proposes: All births registered within 30 days, 
thereafter 1 consolidated late registration process.

• While we fully support the proposed 30-day period for registration, 
we draw attention cultural practices that often result in long delays in 
naming a new-born child, which could in turn delay birth registration. 

• Cultural rights and practices must be respected, in accordance with 
the Constitution, without compromising birth registration…

Recommendation: A process for “pre-registration” which can be 
finalised once the child’s name is chosen. This would require a new 
regulation that we feel would be best left for the department to 
ascertain within their assessment of how this system could work.
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Key points: Clause 6 - Orphaned 
and abandoned children

• Amendment proposes: Limiting the persons who may effect the 
registration to social workers alone, after enquiry i.t.o Children’s 
Act

• This will prove burdensome and counter-productive in future…
– Waiting for lengthy court processes to be concluded; doesn’t take into account 

the shortage of social workers!

• We reiterate that the registration of a child’s birth is more 
important than the person applying for the registration, and if 
the collection of biometric data of the child in question is 
mandatory, there can be no fear of fraud or false/double 
registration. 

Recommendation: Allow for the possibility of other social 
service professionals recognised by the Children’s Act, such as 
social auxiliary workers, to register the birth of a child where the 
person having care of the child has not already done so. 
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In Summary
• It is necessary to close gaps, but not by making it 

harder for honest citizens to register children, or 
themselves.

• There  will be too many reasons to turn already- 
marginalised and disadvantaged South Africans down, 
resulting in compromised citizen rights for those who 
need them most.

• Evidence on the ground, in communities, shows that 
DHA, alone, cannot and should not be responsible for 
combating fraud by all the parties involved, on all fronts.
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Nozuko’s story
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Nozuko’s story (cont.)
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Questions
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