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Thank you for affording us the opportunity to submit aspects of schooling that affect quality outcomes in the primary schools.

A basic problem that our Grade One educators face is the fact that children come to school with very little or no basic concepts having been started at all at home. Children who have not had a year in Grd R, really struggle to learn when they are taught in a language that is not their home language. Children starting school are immature and are physically, mentally and socially young - the starting age needs to be revisited.

By far the largest group of children who do not make the first grade are the children who start school at the age of 5 ½ years i.e. those who do not turn 7 in Grade 1.

The next stumbling block is when teachers recommend that children should repeat the Grade 1 year and parents challenge the teachers wisdom and get the decision overturned.

Often parents are not prepared to accept that their child is "behind" and are not prepared to sign retention forms. (Sometimes parents' decisions are financially driven but if they attend non paying fee schools then this should not be a problem).

Some parents take children out of one school and go to another as soon as teachers recommend testing or additional support or even a second year in a grade. (Try to side step the problem).

School reports are conveniently lost by parents if they are not favourable to the learner.

The regular changing of schools also impacts on the new school and on the new teacher. Time needs to be devoted to the new learner and the rest of the class suffers - this is further compounded when parents enrol children late in the new school.

Late enrolment has a serious impact on the general management of the school - classes, educators, L TSM material, desks, chairs, timetables are prepared before the start of

the academic year and then late enrolments disrupt the school and all or some of the above plans can set the school back by at least a month depending on the number of late enrolments.

Policy is clear that admissions are from July to September each year. Therefore NO LATE admissions should be entertained other than transfers from another province. Parents know that the Department will interfere on their behalf at the 13th hour. Department needs to intervene and support schools, not instruct schools to take children who sometimes live 30km from the school and who are not even the correct age or do not have a report card to substantiate the grade they are applying for.

Education Policies need to be combined into one manual that can be used to answer all questions and this would alleviate meetings (where 90% of the time the handout is read to principals, HODs or educators) Much time and manpower is wasted on unnecessary meetings and there is a further cost in fuel for all the travelling.

The fact that meetings are increasing each year is indicitive of problems in the system. By now problems should have been ironed out and schools should be left to do what is required and educators left to do what they are trained for.

Policies are in place and should be adhered to by all. We will take one policy as an example to discuss - Admissions.

The Admissions Policy is very clear and yet District Officials and Higher Authority seem to be able to overule policy and "instruct" schools to enrol learners who do not meet the criteria in some cases. In one case a school was instructed to admit a 4 year old child.

Schools have to work through the correct channels - but District is not prepared to take issues to Provincial level on the schools behalf. However, Head Office may by-pass the District level and intervene directly with a school. Channels should be followed both ways.

Inclusion is all very well but when you have a child, with Autism and/or a similar syndrome, who disrupts the other 39 learners in the class to such an extent that learning does not take place, then we need to re-Iook at the policy.

One attention is needed, it is unfair on an Educator with. 40 learners in the class to devote all her time to the one child, to the detriment of all other learners.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of time, it is not possible to make further comment, but once again thank you for this opportunity.

Thanking you,

Graham Murray

Principal Meredale Primary School

