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Dagaakraal - Submissions to Portfolio Committee on Rural Development 

By Eric W Twala – Secretary and Media officer, Twelve Committee, Daggakraal  


Introduction

The farms that I am going to talk about are portion 90hs Daggakraal and portion 87hs Vlakplaats, which together constitute one out of three farms that were purchased by Pixley Isaka ka-Seme – namely, Daggakraal, Driefontein and Driepan, situated in the east of Mpumalanga Province.  Portion 90hs Daggakraal and portion 87hs Vlakplaats were consolidated, rezoned, subdivided, proclaimed and became three farms – namely, zone 1, 2 and 3.  These farms were purchased by black farmers who were issued titledeeds. This area consists of 343 land owners and has about 40 000 people.

Ntshebe Ngwenya embarked on a search for land; that is, when he met Pixely ka Seme who was a founding member and first treasurer of the South African Native Congress and also founded the African Native Farmers Association* (ANFAA) which was registered as a company in 1912.  The ANFAA bought these three farms at 3 pound per Morgen. In 1912, the three farms were bought by
Pixley Isaka ka Seme consulting with Mr Gouws’ Agents known as (Slazenger Trust) who was the owner of the farms. Through a committee that he set up he was able to collect an amount of 100 pounds from each of the people who intended to buy and they were able to collect 6000.00 pounds cash in order to be able to buy these three farms. There were 60 families involved in the purchase of this land.

After the surveyor had sub-divided the farm, Daggakraal, into mostly 10 morgen plots, the founders were allocated a numbered plot each. 

This all happened before the 1913 Land Act and these properties were bought through a company before the introduction of the 1913 Act that would take away people’s land. 

In 1913, the Board seeing that the Company still needed funds still owing to Mr Gouws for the sale of the farms passed a resolution to raise a bond with African Colonial Banking and Trust Company of Africa Ltd. This was approved unanimously.  As a result the company was able to pay its debt to Mr Gouws in full.  

In 1916, four years after the settlement of Pixley ka Seme, the Makholokwe tribe who were a branch of Witsieshoek, led by Chief Maitse Moloi and his son Popo Moloi, heard that land was being sold in the area they then bought and moved from the Free State into Daggakraal.

Already during that time in 1916 it was made clear that the chief was purchasing property like everybody else and therefore had no authority over the Daggakraal community who had purchased in the area as their properties were regarded as fully paid freehold stands, they bought at Daggakraal no 2.  

There was also the farm called Daggakraal no 3 (which is portion 87hs and is commonly known as Vlakplaas).  This area was bought after 1916 by another black group (whose names are on record).


Significance of DAGGAKRAAL

The community continued to reside in the area without problems and not under any traditional authority.

In 1950, there was an attempt by the government to forcibly remove the people of Daggakraal from the area, it emerged that each would be relocated according to their culture, the Swazi’s would be relocated to Kangwane homeland, Zulu speakers to Babanango in Kwazulu and Sotho speakers to Qwaqwa.  This was done through the introduction of the Black Authorities Act interlinked with the tribal authority systems wanting to introduce a chieftaincy in order to have a leader who would override any other authority in the area.

An official from the then Department of Constitutional Development and Planning came to Daggakraal to conduct community elections but was chased away by angry land owners who told him that he had no mandate to conduct elections in Daggakraal.  One of the landowners Abner Dlamini, whose father, Alexander Dlamini, was the general-secretary of the AFAA when its chairman and ANC co-founder, Pixley Ka-Seme, bought the land in 1912, said that “we reject both the tribal authority and the Community Act which the government is ramming down our throats”.  He went on to say that the community actually favoured the Twelve committee, consisting of mostly respected elderly land owners from the area. The problem that existed was that the government had continued to ignore the leadership structure that had been set up by the community themselves which was known as the “Twelve committee”. 
 
The Twelve Committee is made up of 12 members who represent these farms in a 4 membership form: which means they appoint 4 members from each zone in order to manage and address community issues.  At that time such management of land ownership was unheard of, so they became custodians on behalf of the land owners.  From these 12 members they appointed 3 members who would occupy office, one being Chief Popo Moloi who was appointed chief facilitator from Zone 2, the other two would deputize for him (Thambekwayo from Zone 1 and Nkala from Zone 3).  They were known as “Abalamuli”. 

The Twelve Committee was legally registered on the 24th January 1961, with their own Constitution on how the area would be managed.  They did not have a chief.  (A copy of our constitution is made part of this submission.)   

Finally, after a long battle in 1982, Mr Piek, an official from the Transvaal Provincial Administration announced that the government had made a decision that the people would remain in Daggakraal and that this would not change.  He stated that a community authority would be established which would have direct communication with government; this would apply to all of Daggakraal. Piek said that elections would be conducted and only land owners would be eligible for election.  He also said that the community authority would not be run by a chief because the landowners could not have a chief ruling over them.  The community welcomed the decision.  Mr Gweje Twala said “we are particularly happy that the government has decided that Daggakraal will not be run by a tribal authority, but by a community authority as we have requested over the years”.

The State president authorised the establishment of the Community Authority for Dagaakraal 1,2 and Vlakplaas (Daggakraal 3).  This was done under the Proclamation in government gazette Notice 744 of 1988.  (A copy of this is attached to this submission.)

Thereafter, in 1989, a letter to Chief Moloi was sent by Department of Constitutional Development Services stating that Moloi was not the chief of the Daggakraal Area; they even said that he was a chief without land.  (A copy of this is attached to this submission).

Chief Moloi knew at all times that he had no authority over the community of Daggakraal although he held the title of chief; he was just an ordinary land owner like everyone else.  An academic article, titled ‘The Legacy of Land Struggles in 20th-Century Mpumalanga’, written on the area by Christopher Mulaudzi and Stefan Schirmer, states that the Community and Development (CAD) had written several letters to Chief Popo Moloi of Daggakraal promising him land if he agreed to relocate to Qwaqwa with his community.   It makes reference to the fact that he refused the initiative and said that, even though he is a chief, he was “just one of the plot owners with the same status as the rest of the landowners.”  He then advised the department to approach the elected committee.

Chief Moloi as a land owner subsequently sold his land to Senjaka Samson Mdake (stand no 130 government gazette no6663 of 1979) and as a result, according to the constitution, Moloi became just a tenant in Daggakraal.
After selling his land he continued to stay in a homestead (stand 24 Daggakraal no.2).  On the 20th December in 1985, through a letter written by the attorneys Mark Yammin and Company representing the committee of 12, Moloi was instructed to move back to Qwa qwa as he had lost his status as a landowner.  However, Moloi stayed in the homestead until he passed on about 1992.  

The position taken by the community of Daggakraal is that this history shows that they have never had traditional authority and we do not want to have one.

DAGGAKRAAL After 1994

After 1994 Chief Moloi’s son, Edward Lephatsoane Moloi, went and acquired communal land in the area of Daggakraal in order to accommodate his tribe the Makgolokoe.  The government paid 5.8 million to buy this land.  As a going concern this was a piggery farm.  (This was one of the 1st land restitution cases done in Mpumalanga; it is located in Somerhoek, under Lephatsoane Trust.)

The then Premier, Matthews Phosa, and former President, Nelson Mandela, came to Daggakraal to celebrate inauguration of this farm; this was a very big event. 

Unfortunately the farm was taken back by the Land Bank due to alleged mismanagement of funds at the farm. 

Then, suddenly, about 1995, Edward Moloi started imposing himself on the community of Daggakraal 1, 2 & 3, saying that he is the chief over the area.  He was using his home as a form of tribal office; he continued to hold himself up as a tribal authority in the area but the people did not recognise his authority.  This has been continuing until now, even though the community continues to reject him as the traditional leader.  His position is strengthened by the fact that the government officially appointed him as the traditional leader of Daggakraal.

The Twelve committee tried various means to engage the government both at local and provincial level, without any success.  Most recently, the committee took it upon itself to approach the Provincial government of Mpumalanga.  On the 14th May 2010, a letter was sent to the Premier of the Province complaining about this imposition of a chief over their land.  

Finally, on the 3rd June 2010, during the Provincial cabinet outreach in Daggakraal, the Premier, Mr David Mabuza, and Norman Mokoena from the Department of Cooperate Governance and Traditional Affairs welcomed the committee and advised that they will look into the issue of chieftaincy in Daggakraal.  He informed the Twelve committee that he intends to meet with his cabinet and legal Department in order to investigate the situation of chief Moloi as Chief over Daggakraal.  

The Daggakraal land owners feels that it has being marginalised and sidelined by both Local and Provincial government.  We do not even appear on their database and, according to the aerial photographs, Daggakraal appears to be a vacant site with no improvement. We have no basic services and no infrastructure and for the past 15 years nothing has happened in our area.

Now we learn that it is probably because of the fact that we were a community authority that we are now ignored by government.  We also realise that the Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Act has stripped us of a status (as a community authority) that I have explained that we fought very hard for during apartheid.  This Framework Act also gives Moloi the authority to impose himself on us.  We are independent landowners who are not under any tribal authority.  We refuse to be made subjects of any chief who wants to force himself on us.  We are shocked that, after the long battle that we fought against the apartheid government for our freedom, we are now put in the position of having to fight our democratic government also.


Recommendations 

Our recommendations are as follows:

For Chief E. J Moloi to be legally removed as traditional leader of Daggakraal.
That the Black Authorities Act be repealed and the tribal structures that it created must be disestablished.
That new laws being introduced by the ANC government must not put us in a worse position than even the position that we were in during apartheid.
That section 28 of the Traditional Leadership and Governance Framework Act be repealed so that it does not take away our right to be a community authority, and so that it does not force a tribal authority upon us.
We invite the Portfolio Committee on Rural Development and Traditional Affairs to visit Daggakraal and confirm the illegitimacy of this chief who is forcing himself on us as freehold landowners. 

We do not want to be under any traditional authority not now nor in future. 


