BRIEFING NOTES ON THE REPLACEMENT OF TWO MEMBERS OF THE HSRC BOARD: PREPARED FOR THE S&T PARLIAMENTARY PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE, 21 JULY 2010
1. On 8 August 2009, the National Assembly approved a shortlist of 17 eligible candidates for appointment to the HSRC Board, from which the Minister appointed 10 members. On 23 September 2009 Cabinet sanctioned the appointment of the HSRC Board, with Ms. P. Ntombela-Nzimande serving as interim Chairperson until such time that a permanent appointment is made.

2. After the Minister had finalised the appointment of the Board, two board members subsequently declined / resigned their positions on the board. Prof. S. Zinn indicated that she was, for personal reasons, no longer in a position to serve on the HSRC Board. Prof. P Naidoo resigned from the HSRC Board because she had accepted the position of Chief Research Specialist in the HSRC’s Social Aspects of HIV/AIDS and Health Research Programme. Since Prof. Naidoo could not simultaneously be both a board member and an employee of the HSRC, she resigned from the Board and took up employment with the HSRC.
3. Prof. Zinn and Prof. Naidoo have to be replaced in terms of section 5(9) of the HSRC Act, No.17 of 2008. In replacing the two board members, Minister Pandor deliberated over the candidates from the shortlist of 17 candidates which was considered and approved by the National Assembly on 8 August 2009.

4. Minister Pandor recommended the appointment of Dr. B. Tema and Prof. T. Pillay as replacements for Prof. S. Zinn and Prof. P. Naidoo respectively for the remaining period of the present board (1 November 2009 to 31 October 2013). Minister Pandor also presented the names and CV’s of the replacement board members to the National Assembly for approval as required by section 5(7) (a&b) of the HSRC Act. As such, due procedure has been followed as prescribed in section 5(3) of the Human Sciences Research Council Act, No.17 of 2008.
5. A thumbnail sketch of Dr. Tema and Prof. Pillay’s CVs are provided below:
· Dr. B. Tema is a Managing Director of a consultancy called African Creative Connections. She holds a B.Sc. (University of the North), M.Sc. (Animal Parasitology) (University of Wales), M.Ed. (Science Education) (University of Cape Town), and PhD (Science Education) (University of Reading, UK). Her areas of expertise are strategic engagement with African partners, identification of suitable African partners, negotiation of joint projects, development of cooperation agreements, and mobilisation of third parties in support of African projects.

· Prof. T. Pillay is Professor and Head of Chemical Pathology in the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of Cape Town. He holds a MB.ChB. (cum laude) from the former University of Natal (now UKZN) and a PhD in Biochemistry from Cambridge University. His areas of expertise are molecular cell biology, intracellular signalling, biochemistry, chemical pathology, and health care.
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