28 February 2010

Attention: 

The Portfolio Committee on Basic Education 
Curriculum Content
I am the sole owner of a small business, called Mind Lab, which was formed in response to the need for Cognitive Education in schools in South Africa. 
I am not an educator myself but a concerned parent who came across the program while searching for something to assist my children develop the necessary thinking skills required in high school. I researched various programs available in my community but found none but eventually came across a program developed in Israel and widely used around the world. 
I realised that such a program, needs to be implemented in primary school in order for it to be effective in high school and life thereafter. During my research, I found that the critical success factors espoused by the OBE curriculum regarding thinking skills, there was very little or no material or tools that were provided to educators to teach children how to develop their critical, creative thinking skills.  
There is a need for creative and critical thinking abilities for effective problem-solving at home, school, at work and in life. South Africa is plagued by some serious issues that require people who can compete on the global market and come up with creative ways to solve our problems and meet the needs of this nation.

Therefore I believe that Cognitive Education should be a recognised part of the curriculum and not assumed will take place by default during all lessons. Despite belief until now, intelligence can be learned and therefore awareness of thinking and thinking patterns can be taught. There is a need for:

· For teachers and adults to be aware of the attributes of `good thinking’

· themselves, in order to be able to teach and model these to our students

· To help children / people in the workplace, become autonomous thinkers and

· learners, i.e. people who are not dependent on someone else ( e.g. another adult,

· teacher or `boss’ ) to manage and dictate what and how they should learn

· To develop in children/ people in the workplace a repertoire of creative and

· critical thinking skills and strategies to be able to draw on in any learning or

· problem situation

· To teach children/people  what it means, according to leaders in world research on the subject, about intelligent behaviour (e.g. to demonstrate flexibility /not rigidity in their thinking, empathy rather than ego-centricity, persistence, precision and accuracy and also ingenuity and creativity )
To achieve this, is to introduce Cognitive Education as an independent learning area/subject where a program like Mind Lab can be taught.

Mind Lab can be contacted for more information on:

Mind Lab, Johannesburg

info@mindlab-jobur.com
www.mindlab.joburg.com
Director: Cheryl J. Charles

Mobile: +2772 313 9525
