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Contributions on Access to Education
Teacher Development:

The current education system (National Curriculum Statement) has ‘disempowered educators’. Educator initiative seems to have been dealt a hard blow. Sometimes that was caused by the emphasis on new approach. Educators wait for instruction on very basic issues which needs common sense or initiative. Bantu education left a scar on us especially by making restricted professionals. We were spoonfed everything from the top. Now the present curriculum expects educators to be assessors, possess pastoral care role learning programme developer, but that is not forthcoming.

Recommendations:

An Institute in the absence of training colleges for educator’s is  hereby recommended where each week out of 41 teaching and learning weeks educators can go for upgrading, training, sharing as well as professional development in all aspects.

Managerial Capacity at School:

Our Principal needs to be assisted by constantly have training and be exposed to modern management skills. The department can assist by providing as a start all principals with admin assistant. That will help principals have more focus on curriculum management as well as manage the staff professionally and have more time to supervise and coach educators. Teaching and Learning is the core business of the school. Principals should be assisted with the management of the curriculum by having workshop/ seminars and bi weekly sharing of ideas.

Recommendations:

Principals are to be put through a training prograamme on all aspects of management. Every year principals to be given training on aspects and on a three year cycle evaluate the progress.

Orientating Schools towards specialization

Schools that have an enrolment of less than 650 should be merged with other schools within a ward and specializes in Science, BCM or Humanities. Only schools with more than 720 learners to offer three packages.
Recommendations:

Schools within a ward should be merged and allow resource to be in one centre and establish quality by providing that school with all necessary resources. If it need be learners can be bussed to that school. Educators to be provided with descent places of living.

Geographic Location:

 For the purposes of understanding the above, I will merge this issue with FET Colleges. According to the vision of the Government the FET Colleges were establish in order to equip learners with technical skills like Plumbing, Metal work, mechanics electrical work etc. Learners who are not gifted academically are forced by parents to do grade 10 – 12 which is academic. This exercise wastes time and money for both the state and parents as these learners once they realized that their potential is not in academic studies they approach FET colleges. In FET Colleges these learners are put through Curriculum Fundamental i.e they do Mathematics, languages and LO. Four subjects whom they did in Grade 10- 12 academic.   

Recommendations:

FET colleges be brought closer to the community as much as possible especially rural areas. This can be done by merging small high schools in these areas and only improve the infrastructure i.e put resources for skills to be trained for. Motor mechanics, plumbing electrical. This will be a further strengthening of the vision of this government to develop rural areas. Bringing water, sanitation and electricity will be done by these students in their apprenticeship or practical.

Language Barrier:

It is unfortunate that 15 years of democracy we have failed to implement the constitutional obligation of right to mother tongue. We need to implement this constitutional obligation. Many research studies done in language development have shown that mastering Home language helps one develop strategies to understand and learn more languages. Many of our learners fail grade 12 not because they do not understand content but they fail to articulate content in a foreign language.

Recommendations:

Exam papers are available in Afrikaans and English. All that can be done is to make each province decide which African language is spoken by the majority of people and have papers available in English, Afrikaans and that one African language spoken in the province.  

Compulsory attendance:

The constitution of the country makes it compulsory for learners to understand education up to grade 9. Learners of school going age should be in schools. Attendance officers who are supposed to monitor and supervise learners in each community should be appointed and follow each learner within a designated community. This exercise will bear fruit in future when criminal activity is reduced.

Thank you.
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