SUBMISSION BY BARBARA WATT 

Social Assistance Amendment Bill

Dear Zola

I am a paraplegic and Co-ordinator of disability Connexion.

Part of my work includes empowering people with disabilities physically, emotionally and spiritually through personal encouragement, workshops, referrals etc.

I am encouraged that we as people with disabilities have been given the opportunity to comment on disability matters such as the Social Assistance Amendment Bill.

I would like to comment from a personal point of view but I know I would have the backing of all the disabled people with whom I have contact.

I understand that all disabled people are eligible for free medical care at hospitals and clinics. Does this apply even if the person who is working?

People with disabilities need special extra care and medical attention but the hospital staff are not trained for this. They generally have no understanding of disability. Disabled people cannot also sit around waiting in long queue's for attention.

I am fortunate that I have a medical aid where I work at the moment but when I reitre and no longer have a medical aid, how will get medical attention suitable to my disability needs? I believe it is only through proper private medical attention that I am still alive today after being disabled most of my life due to an accident. This medical care has cost me and my family a great deal over the years. Even now I am battling to make ends meet as my medical aid is so high.

I work 5 days a week but would not be able to do this without my maid at home. I have relatives who kindly help me pay for her.

I am and have always contributed to society in many ways. I am not a drain on society. But I do not receive ANY help from the government except for a tax refund once a year.

What help is the government giving a person like me who has fought to be independant and to provide for myself?

I would like to propose:

	Disabled people have lots of extra expenses because of their disability, and should be compensated or assisted in some way by the Government EVEN IF THEY ARE WORKING.


	The disability grant should also be higher than the government pension as we have many expenses related to our disability that others do not have.


	There should be provision for a carer like the payment for my maid's salary. Without her, it would be difficult for me to work.


May I suggest you look at the British system on disability. People with disabilities are treated there with respect and a great deal of provision is made for them so that they can

live dignified, independent lives. There a disabled person is also not made to feel you are disabled and a drain on society because they have a general accessible environment and this gives freedom. It is also the inaccessible environment which makes us "disabled" and inhibits us from accessing work, transport, housing etc. Yes there are laws for this in SA< but are they really implemented?

I long to see more care and consideration made to people with disabilities. According to the World Health Organization, 11 % of the world's, population are disabled in some way or -other. This makes nearly 5-million in SA. I believe the figure is higher in South Africa because of our high accident rate and violent crime. We always hear of the number of people who have died in road accidents but how many have become disabled and are added to our very unclear statistics for disability.

Kind Regards

Barbara Watt

