PARLIAMENT: RESEARCH UNIT

ARTS AND CULTURE

AN ARTS AND CULTURE PERSPECTIVE ON THE 2010 STATE OF THE NATION ADDRESS

Despite the only direct reference to the role of arts and culture, the 150th anniversary of the arrival of Indians in South Africa and their contribution to, amongst other things, the arts and cultural expression, numerous references in the President's address point to the omnipresence of arts and culture in South Africa's rich diversity.

Artistic and cultural expression has always been part of South Africa's rich social tapestry. The current financial year offers this sector a not-to-be-missed opportunity to translate South African artists' wealth into sustainable employment opportunities. These include all genres of South African arts expression which are not only realised in the South Africa's national expression but branding the country as a safe and exotic destination. The role and value of artistic and cultural expression, as alluded to by the President, will be discussed below. This, in light of the fact that arts and culture have been an integral part of South African society's "Long Walk to Freedom", a suitable theme following former President Nelson Mandela's release from prison 20 years ago. Former President Mandela was not a statesman and leader per se; he was, in his own words, "a humble servant of you, the people", and somebody who placed the remaining years of his life in South Africans' hands. In his address President Zuma reiterated those words and called upon South Africans "to recommit ourselves to building a better future for all South Africans, Black and white. Arts and culture has a major role to play in this mammoth task.

IMPACT ON ARTS AND CULTURE

The 2010 FIFA World Cup can hardly be imagined without South Africa's artistic "injection". This offers the Department of Arts and Culture a unique opportunity to showcase our country; more importantly, to create sustainable opportunities to South Africa's arts and culture community. While the Department's involvement and presence in this unique event is well known, the Department has not yet released details of its involvement in the event, except for a visit to the previous host country, Germany, by the previous Minister of Arts and Culture.

It must, however, be noted that, on the occasion of the 12th National Championships of the Field Band Foundation, the Deputy Minister of Arts and Culture announced that the


Department is investigating the possibility of ensuring that young musicians participate in the cultural activities linked to the 2010 FIFA World Cup. Equally encouraging is that the ultimate objective is the creation of a strong and sustainable movement of youth bands from various communities, being present in all places where young people gather.

In addition to the aforementioned initiative, mention must also be made of the Department's intention to host an event, the theme of which is "Ke nako: towards a socially cohesive 2010 FIFA World Cup". The Department acknowledges that the FIFA World Cup "offers significant leveraging opportunities for the arts and culture sector, and thus for the South African economy and the quality of life of people living within our borders. It goes without saying that the World Cup is of immense value for the African continent.

An Overview of the Shift between the Department's 2009 and 2010 Strategic Goals

During the review period the Department reported no notable deviation from its 2009 strategic goals. These, therefore, remain focused on linguistic diversity, such as the planned Multilingualism Campaign, scheduled for late February 2010. This initiative will focus on the constitutionally-entrenched ideal of promoting the equitable use of South Africa's 11 official languages. The purpose of this is to facilitate access to the services of Government, knowledge and information, and an appreciation for language rights.

In keeping with South Africa's changed political landscape, the Department placed a direct focus on geographical name changes, an initiative which remains a controversial issue across the political spectrum. Indications are, nonetheless, that name changes are being approached with a great deal of circumspection by all role-players. The Minister of Arts and Culture acknowledges that geographical names have to receive renewed attention, following the marginalisation of South Africa's indigenous languages. The Minister regards this process as "an exciting and dynamic process filled with opportunity for South Africans to enhance their understanding of themselves... and in this way, to celebrate our common identity." At this point in South Africa's recent history, this is one of the most pressing matters facing South African society and the country's leadership.

During the presidential review period the Department commented on the selling of Sarah Baartman's statuettes for commercial gain. The Minister of Arts and Culture regarded this as "an unfortunate feeling of deja vu because this ghastly episode reminds one... that Sarah Baartman is still an object of ridicule and narrow commercial expediency.
 
As indicated above, the Department's strategic goals remain constant. These mainly focus on building a cohesive and understanding South African society, and utilising, as argued throughout, artistic expression in ensuring a better life for all and a common sense of belonging. President Zuma alluded to this when he said "Deur saam te werk, kan ons meer bereik." (By working together we can achieve more). The creation of a society which feels at home in a common nationhood has been on the Government's agenda throughout, particularly since 1994. Some observers were of the opinion that this ideal has to be rekindled; others feel that the present administration is doing more than the previous administration in achieving this ideal.

The current Minister of Arts and Culture acknowledges the immense value of arts and culture in the South African society. It cannot go unmentioned that, while it is vital to place a stronger focus on mathematics and science in the South African primary, secondary and tertiary education system, artistic and cultural expression, of necessity, may never be neglected. In June 2009, referring to that year's State of the Nation Address, the Minister said "The African National Congress (ANC) remains guided by the Freedom Charter that states 'the doors of learning and culture shall be opened"'. She gave the assurance that the Government shall discover, develop and encourage national talent for the enhancement of our cultural life. She also said that the President in that year's State of the Nation Address gave us a call to build a more cohesive society and to promote unity in diversity and developing a shared value system.

The aforementioned observation compels one to refer to the significance of the Moral Regeneration Movement (MRM), particularly since the Department of Arts and Culture is entrusted with the MRM. If we want to create and foster a safe and caring society, the MRM has to be rekindled to achieve just that. As far back as 2002, erstwhile Minister of Arts and Culture Dr. Ben Ngubane said that South Africans have high moral values, but that they are concerned about the anti-social acts which engulfed our country recently. The very purpose of the MRM is to build a confident community with a strong moral fibre, in the spirit of ubuntu/botho. In fact, the importance of moral regeneration dates back to 1998, when, under the Mandela administration, leaders of political parties met at a Moral Summit in Johannesburg. On that occasion they committed themselves to what they called a Code of Conduct for persons in positions of responsibility. A series of workshops on moral regeneration followed. Today, almost 12 years later, many South Africans question this laudable ideal since the flurry of abuse and other ills seem to be ever increasing. 

Throughout the State of the Nation Address mention was made of the current economic crisis and the ever-present challenge of poverty and deprivation. The President said the global economic crisis cost our economy approximately 900 000 jobs, and that many of those who became unemployed were the breadwinners in poor families. The President envisaged that, through the Expanded Public Works Programme (EPWP), 500000 employment opportunities would be created by December 2009, albeit not in South Africa's mainstream economy. Statistics South Africa (SSA) reported that the unemployment rate was relatively stable during the second quarter of 2009, at 23,6 percent, against 23,5 percent during the first quarter of 2009. Statistics South Africa also reported that discouraged work-seekers accounted for as many as 302 000 of the rise in the not-economically active group. In this context, in 1995, 39 percent of citizens between the ages of 15 to 64 years were employed; 61 percent were unemployed. By the end of 2008,44% of the 15 to 64 year-group was employed. While the South African population increased by 25 percent, employment opportunities decreased by 44 percent. As indicated above, the EPWP programme does offer a degree of alleviation and a ray of hope. These, however, as already indicated, are not necessarily mainstream and sustainable livelihoods. These remarks point to investing in the development of the arts and culture industry into sustainable livelihoods for millions of South Africans, especially those in rural areas, young people, women, people with disabilities, together with older South Africans' wisdom, particularly in the genre of Indigenous Knowledge (IK) and storytelling, which,. frequently, was never pinned down.

The President announced that Government's Industrial Policy Action Plan will focus on so-called green jobs and building stronger and more labour-absorbing industries. South Africa's cultural industries are ideally placed to become part of such initiatives.

South Africa's untapped cultural industry remains one of our country's major sources of income and wealth creation. In the past year the Ministry of Arts and Culture reiterated its commitment to the development of sustainable cultural industries. In 2009 discussions were held with South Africa's film and music sectors, together with President Zuma meeting with the artists in November last year. On this occasion the President expressed his concern about the lack of unity in this sector. In order to improve the position of the role-players in the arts and culture sector, the Department launched its investing in culture programme, as part of Government's EPWP, with a focus on poverty alleviation, unemployment and deprivation. Subsequently, this resulted in support to crafters by means of better marketing, retailing and new designs. This reminds one of Deputy President Motlanthe's words on Heritage Day 2009: "In our respective homes and communities we need to remind ourselves what it is that we are proud of and want to share with the rest of the world during 2010:'

IMPLICATIONS FOR PARLIAMENT FOR 2010

During South Africa's first democratically elected Government and Parliament, the implications of the State of the Nation Address remained generally unchanged. However, in South Africa's evolving democracy an increased focus was placed on public representatives' oversight role. South Africa is no exception to countries with strong governing parties, even in established democratic societies. In terms of South African representatives' oversight role the question is often raised to what extent members of the governing party would (or could) ask pertinent questions in terms of their oversight function. It could be argued that members of the governing party may be hesitant to do so. In a democracy such as South Africa's it can be argued that now, perhaps more than ever before, public representatives need to probe into Government Departments' endeavours, not merely to criticise but, in fact, to bring to the attention of the electorate and civil society initiatives taken by Departments aimed at achieving the goals spelt out in the State of the Nation Address. In this regard, all public representatives are reminded

are the Department of Arts and Culture, the National Language Service (NLS), Pansalb and linguists from a number of universities. A vocabulary of soccer terms for South Africa's remaining ten African official languages is being developed. It was envisaged that a booklet containing all the words would be published in August last year. A soccer terminology draft document has been produced, currently containing 41 pages of soccer terms in Setswana, isiXhosa, Sepedi and Tshivenda. The Department of Arts and Culture will eventually make available the document to South Africans via the Internet and in booklet form. It is unclear whether soccer terminology is yet available in all South Africa's official African languages. This exciting project, nonetheless, proves South Africans' prowess in providing commentary in their own languages on the occasion of the FIFA World Cup.

Other initiatives in the arts and culture sector during the 2010 parliamentary session have been discussed above and will be the work in progress in the subsequent sessions. These include the role of arts and culture in social cohesion and moral regeneration, investing in culture, employment creation through arts and culture and encouraging artists to produce quality products for both the domestic and the export markets. In addition, the production of reading material in all South African languages remains one of the most pressing matters on the Department and Parliament's agenda. It is encouraging that the National Library, for instance, is currently republishing classics in African literature. Of vital importance, also, is the development of local content together with a thorough set of measures to protect the work of South African artists, preferably in legislative form. Policies and systems to ensure the protection of artists and their work deserve the urgent attention of the legislature.

Another pressing challenge is South African artists' productions in an often unsympathetic and highly competitive global environment. The Department nonetheless places a strong focus on the work of art delegations at international arts festivals. This initiative covers art genres ranging from theatre and ballet to cinematographic arts.

The aforementioned barriers remain work in progress for the Department. The Department has to prioritise these constraints by means of a strong focus on the financial benefits derived from artistic expression, in all genres.
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