ADDRESS BY THE ACTING DIRECTOR-GENERAL AT THE WORKSHOP / BOSBERAAD  FOR THE MEMBERS OF THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN SETTLEMENTS BY THE NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SETTLEMENTS

Good morning, Facilitator, Madam Chairperson of the Portfolio Committee, Honourable Member of the Portfolio Committee and Colleagues

Is my pleasure, on behalf of the National Department of Human Settlements to welcome you, Madam and your Honourable Members to this workshop / bosberaad.

As sign of cooperation and the abilityfor  us to deliver – hope that this can  continue- outside of the accounting platform – an opportunity for us to go through proposals o fht epolicies of HS an dhav na ear of the committee

The purpose of this Workshop / Bosberaad is to brief the Honourable Members on the issues that you have requested during the course of your oversight function as members of the Parliament’s Portfolio Committee for Human Settlements. This Workshop provides the Department and the Portfolio Committee, as a very important stakeholder, to share a common understanding of the issues to be discussed.- your incisive 

Madam Chairperson, I want to express my sincere gratitude to you and the Honourable Members for the keen interest that you have taken and continue to take in the Department, its policies and processes for achieving delivery. I also want to thank you for the insightful way in which the Committee has dealt with a variety of issues and I want to assure the Committee of the Department’s commitment to support your initiatives.

I believe that this interaction sets the basis for a clearer understanding of what and how, Madam Chairperson, you  and your Honourable Members expect us as a Department to deliver on our mandate in providing sustainable human settlements to our potential beneficiaries.

The Agenda for this Workshop has been determined by the Portfolio Committee and we hope that the Departmental officials will be able to provide the Honourable  Members with the policy, implementation and procedural information that underpins the issues on the Agenda.

The rolling out of the policies and implementation guidelines Madam Chairperson, currently manifests itself in the top structures that have been, and continue to be built, nationally.  Arising out of our legislative mandate in the Housing Act, as the National Department, we formulate the policies and guidelines, disburse the housing grant, coordinate the delivery and provide guidance to the provincial departments. We also provide assistance to provinces, where possible and within the constraints of our own capacity constraints.

Our delivery of sustainable human settlements has largely been hampered by the lack of coordination, alignment and the prioritization of funds and projects between the sector departments. As you would have noticed in your oversight visits to the different project, Madam Chairperson, you would have seen houses, but no schools, clinics, nor other amenities and even no bulk infrastructure, This situation is untenable and as the administration, we would appreciate your guidance and intervention in providing an enabling environment to ensure that the planning for the different socio-economic amenities and the funding for bulk services, is understood by the other sector departments – all of whom are party to the tenets of the Comprehensive Plan. Our first presentation will deal with this issue in more detail.

As a Department with a Budget of around R12 billion and with the possibility of bringing other sectors / segments of current relevant sector Department under the umbrella of the Department of Human Settlements, it is imperative that our current mandate is fine-tuned so that we can incorporate the other sectors in a seamless process that must enhance delivery.

Madam Chairperson, the other issues on the Agenda, deal with specific issues as requested by this Portfolio Committee.  It is my hope, that out of the deliberations emanating after the presentations, that the Honourable Members will provide the Department with input and comments that will enhance the Departments policies, implementation and procedures to ensure that we meet the requirements of our mandate.

It is also my hope that interactions of this nature can be undertaken from time to time so that the Department can both report to you on what work is being undertaken, and also to obtain your guidance. I believe that this workshop will assist all of us set the programme for the coming year and if required by the Honourable Members, we may look at the issues not dealt with in this programme so that we may address them at another time.

With that Madam Chairperson , I want to thank you and the Honourable Members for making yourselves available to participate in this workshop and I look forward to the benefit of your input and continued guidance as you undertake your oversight role.

Thank you

M Dlabantu
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1. Welcome

2. Purpose of the Meeting

3. Findings of the Portfolio Committees visit

4. Process to deal with the findings based on the underpinning principles of the IGR arrangement

5. Way forward

