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Financial position of the HSRCFinancial position of the HSRC
• HSRC achieved total turnover of R325,3m for FY 08/09 
compared R261,6 in  FY 07/08

•The highest turnover the HSRC ever achieved which 
represents an increase of 24,4% or R63,7m from FY 07/08

•External research income amounted to R153,4m 
compared to R114,1m in FY 07/08 which reflects an 
increase of 34,4%. 

•The Parliamentary grant contributed to the overall sound 
financial position of the HSRC.

•Income from international sources was 73,1% of the total 
external research income (R 112,2m/ R153,4m) compared 
to FY 07/08 where R67,4m/ R114,1m.)
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Research themesResearch themes

• Governance and society

• Education and science

• World of work

• HIV, AIDS and health systems

• Poverty and development
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CrimeCrime
• Fear of crime -

• Personal and community fear which exert an 
influence on 

• confidence in the police force, 

• the demand for public safety, 

• social cohesion, 

• personal wellbeing 

• Identifying, testing and evaluating strategies for 
reducing fear of crime should be recognised as a 
priority alongside that of reducing crime itself
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Quality of education in schoolsQuality of education in schools
• “The presence of a competent and dedicated school 

principal. 

• Teachers who are dedicated, prepared and spend 
long hours with learners.

• Schools have developed solid relationships with 
parents and the communities within which they are 
located.

(Ninth Annual Steve Biko memorial lecture delivered by 
Minister of Finance T Manuel, September 2008, see 

http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2008/08091211451002.htm ).

http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2008/08091211451002.htm
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Labour and skills legislationLabour and skills legislation
• HSRC with partners conducted applied research to 

measure the impact of labour and skills legislation on 
social processes in the labour market and economy. 

• The research included

• the extent to which workers acquired skills, 

• unemployed youth were trained and 
employed, and 

• designated groups benefited from the 
DoL’s employment equity programmes.



Employment creationEmployment creation
• HSRC established a Centre of Excellence on Employment 

Creation with the assistance of Tshwane Municipality 
which contributed funds over three years to test 
innovations in the policy process with the aim of identifying 
ways of intensifying employment creation. 

• The three areas receiving attention include 
• employment through procurement, 
• employment through early child development for 

children under five, and 
• enhancing the employability of school leavers. 

• The  role of the HSRC is to identify innovations, 
work with implementing agents, and monitor 
and evaluate the outcomes of the intervention.
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South African National HIV 
Prevalence, Incidence, Behaviour 
and Communication Survey, 2008 

South African National HIV 
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and Communication Survey, 2008
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Comparison of HIV incidence among 
15 - 20 year olds, South Africa 2002, 2005 and 2008 
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Condom use by age group and sex, 
South Africa 2002, 2005 and 2008 
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Global Impact (1)Global Impact (1)
• Featured prominently with the invitation to Professor Linda Richter 

of the HSRC to present a plenary paper on the wellbeing of children 
affected by HIV and AIDS at the XVII International World AIDS 
conference in Mexico, August 2008.

• She focused her paper on the neglect of children in global 
responses to the epidemic and on wrong turns taken over the last 
two decades and suggested better approaches to 
correct this.

• Work of HSRC and that of partners in JLICA 

(The Joint Learning Initiative on Children and 
HIV/AIDS) have global impact,

THANKS LINDA!



Thanks SAHA!

Global Impact (2)



Global ImpactGlobal Impact

Thanks CYFSD (Heidi!) 



Health of older South AfricansHealth of older South Africans
• The HSRC conducted South Africa’s first ever nationally 

representative study on ageing and health. 

• The measurements included height, weight, and body- 
mass index.

• Researchers recommended that health promotion be 
introduced to improve the health status of the elderly, 
especially in addressing obesity and  
associated risk factors.



National Health InsuranceNational Health Insurance

• The HSRC as part of a team of professionals has backstopped 
efforts to develop a national health insurance as a means of 
reducing disparities in access to quality health care.

• Evidence-based research was conducted 
on the health status of the population, 
human resources, and models of health 
insurance in other countries

• A policy proposal was developed and is 
currently with the Department of Health 
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Poverty reduction through social assistancePoverty reduction through social assistance

(Address by the Minister of Social Development, Dr Zola Skweyiya on 5 October 
2008, see http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2008/08100612451001.htm)

“The new Social Assistance Amendment Act No 6 of 2008 
which allows men aged 63 to 64 to receive social grants 
was informed by findings of a study conducted jointly by the 
Department of Social Development (DSD) and the HSRC in 
2006. The study was conducted in three provinces, namely: 
Mpumalanga, Eastern Cape and Western Cape and 
confirmed that the majority of older persons are 
breadwinners and caregivers of the third generation.”

http://www.info.gov.za/speeches/2008/08100612451001.htm


Service delivery Service delivery 
• A project with the City of Tshwane Municipality 

comprises three components of a service delivery 
demonstration project, namely 

• analysing institutional blockages to service delivery; 

• better mainstreaming the municipality’s Expanded 
Public Works Programme (EPWP); and 

• a profiling exercise of Tshwane’s regional spatial 
development framework. 

• Using evidence-based knowledge to generate practical 
solutions to problems of planning and implementation, 
the project aims to enhance local interventions and 
innovation through a systems approach.
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Impact on African continentImpact on African continent
• The African Union (AU) commissioned the HSRC to draft 

a social policy framework. 

• This was presented to the AU Conference of Ministers in 
October 2008 and wholly adopted to form part of the 
Windhoek Declaration on Social Development. 

• The framework aimed to assist AU member states in 
their quest to address the compelling and pervasive 
socio-economic challenges facing the continent. 

• The social policy framework received further 
endorsement from the AU Executive Council of 
Ministers, and the Assembly of Heads of States and 
Governments in Addis Ababa in January 2009.



Research and developmentResearch and development
• CeSTII performance of the R&D Survey has provided the 

data for DST to report on national R&D and 10-year plan.
• R&D survey data inform one of the key South African 

development indicators as reported on by the Presidency: 
Economic growth and transformation: Development 
Indicators.

• Trend analysis: Since 2004, R&D expenditure has 
increased significantly to reach R14 billion or 0.92% of 
GDP by 2005/06.

• The HSRC also undertook South Africa’s first official 
innovation survey on behalf of DST and this has now 
been published as a book by the HSRC Press.



Knowledge and transformationKnowledge and transformation
• The HSRC, together with partners including the 

International Social Science Council (ISSC), International 
Council for Philosophy and Humanistic Studies (ICPHS), 
Africa Institute of South Africa (AISA) and the National 
Research  Foundation (NRF) hosted a symposium, 
Knowledge and transformation: social and human sciences 
in Africa

• The scientific issues covered included 

• the production of knowledge by Africans 

and knowledge on Africa and

• the contributions of human and social science to innovation 
and development in Africa. THANKS PACE!
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Indicator Target:  
2008/09

Performance: 
2008/09

Public Purpose 90% 96.9%
Africa-focus 30% 25%
African research fellows 10 6
Implementation Networking 60% 81.1%
Transformation: Equity and representativeness
African senior researchers 45% 34.9%
Coloured senior researchers 8% 9.5%
Indian senior researchers 7% 12.7%
White senior researchers 40% 42.9%
Attrition of permanent staff 12% 9.9%
Gender sensitivity training 70% 81.6%
Excellence
Peer-reviewed publications per senior researcher 1.3 1.51
Peer-reviewed publications per junior researcher 0.6 0.81
Capacity building
Master’s interns 40 41
PhD interns 30 36
Post-doctoral fellowships 9 12
Sustainability: Contract and grants
Extra-parliamentary grants 60% 64.3%
Multi-year grants 40% 72.4%



In summaryIn summary
• Research done allows for social exploration leading to 

application of social science knowledge, while 

generating new knowledge

• HSRC has performed well, achieving 11 out of 14 

targets

• It is a going concern, raising more money to address 

developmental challenges

• It does cutting edge research that has not only domestic 

and regional reach, but also global reach



Appreciation for supportAppreciation for support
• Minister and Deputy Minister
• Portfolio Committee on S&T
• DST: DG and team
• HSRC Board: Chair, each member
• HSRC Stakeholders

• Service providers for research and support activities – including 
office of the Auditor General

• Collaborators in research and capacity development – especially 
at higher education institutions 

• Government departments
• Donors
• Representatives of international community

• HSRC management team, each member of staff
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