DEPARTMENTAL RESPONSES ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACT, NO 116 OF 1998
DATE: 04 NOVEMBER 2009
VENUE: PARLIAMENT 
TIME: 09H00- 13H00 
	PRESENTER/ ORGANISATION
	ISSUES RAISED
	RECOMMENDATIONS
	DEPARTMENT’S  RESPONSES

	1. Prof Van As – Children’s Hospital
	-Safety of children as domestic violence victims is a concern.
-Ensure Trauma counselling services for victims


	Development of preventative model  for vulnerable groups i.e. women and children
	The department has developed strategy for women to address issues of women within the social development sector. 

The VEP policy guidelines also regard women as priority target groups due their vulnerability.
We still need to strengthen preventative measures targeting vulnerable groups such as women and children
The department also came up with comprehensive legislation (Children’s Act) regarding care and protection of children.
Policy framework and strategy on the prevention and management of child abuse ,neglect and exploitation

	2. Ms Mlotshwa/Ms Mageba

	People with disabilities:
-Facilities not accessible

-Signage not clear and sensitive

-Social Grants not enough 

-Government officials to know sign language

-No places of safety or shelters for victims of domestic violence for people with disabilities
	-Shelters to be established 
- clear signage in facilities

-service providers to be trained and sensitised
	The department has taken note of the recommendations and will ensure that the infrastructure and programmes are accessible to people with disabilities.
The department shall do an audit and assessment of all existing facilities and programmes to ensure infrastructural access, accessibility, and inclusive programmes.
The Department shall work in partnership with the South African Disability Alliance (SADA) and the Ministry for Children, Women and People with Disabilities, in ensuring accessible facilities, development of inclusive programmes and sensitizing service providers and the communities at large on the need to integrate people with disabilities in all developmental programmes.

The department will enhance the involvement, participation and visibility of organisations of women with disabilities to provide guidance in the development and implementation of inclusive programmes.

The developmental programme of the department advocates for integrated service delivery. It is for this reason that the department will ensure that women with disabilities are enabled to access shelters /facilities funded and supported by the department, through:

· the development of  inclusive communication strategies ( accommodating blind, Deaf and Deaf-Blind People, and people with  Mental disabilities and other disabilities) 

· Work together with organisations of Women with disabilities in the development of advocacy programmes, raising awareness on the needs of Women with disabilities.

· Advocate for mainstreaming of disability in all programmes within the facilities /shelters 

· Facilitate educational programmes targeting women with disabilities to enhance their understanding of the Domestic Violence Act and its implementation  

  

	3.Women on Farms projects -Ms Solomon 

	Ms Solomon accompanied an abused woman to give a verbal experience:
-Farm women vulnerable and isolated from facilities.

-unavailability of transport

-Access to housing for women   
	-Make facilities accessible to farm areas
-Training on GBV and DV in the farm areas
-Rural shelters to be established

-Budget allocation for DVA to ensure implementation
-Interdepartmental implementation of the Act to be adopted in farm areas
	The department has taken note of the recommendations and farm areas will be prioritised for training on Domestic Violence related issues and Gender Based Violence. 

Mapping of shelters and services will also be done to migrate services to rural and farm areas

	4.Commission on Gender Equality

	-Promotion of rights and freedom to communicate for victims
-Easy access of services

-Secondary victimisation by government officials

-Increasing of protection orders
-No tangible intervention by DSD despite funding of shelters


	-VEP to assist and be accountable to deficiencies in the implementation of the Act
-M & E of the Act to include CGE


	The department has already identified deficiencies on the implementation of the Act, through the Survey on the prevalence of Domestic Violence in SA.
 The results of the study will assist us to link and integrate DSD programmes and review interventions and programmes.
DSD provide counselling to victims of domestic violence, provide comprehensive services through one stop centre programme

We still need to strengthen outreach programmes  focussing on Domestic Violence issues

DSD has developed generic indicators and ME tools to monitor VEP including DV and CGE will be consulted accordingly.

	5.Individual Victim - Ms Msomi


	-Abused by partner and daughter in law
-Women are abused by the system

-Caring for two sick people
	Need assistance from government as she is unemployed and a care giver for two sick people
	DSD need particulars for appropriate referral to relevant office for application of Social Grants

	6. SANCO

	-Advocates for the rights of all citizens
-Most women are psychologically and economically abused

-Victims are blackmailed not to  report cases of DV
-Services are in affluent areas
	-dedicated and trained psychologists desperately needed for 24hrs  in all communities
-Services to be centralised for victims
	DSD has noted the recommendations  how ever Psychologists are a scare resource in most areas, Hence we need to engage various stakeholders to train more psychologists in the near future
The issue of one stop centre for services is acknowledged and DSD is planning to strengthen the model and rollout in provinces, currently implemented in NC,EC,WC and MP

	7.NICRO –Venessa  

	-Lack of comprehensive strategy for DVA
-DVA services are fragmented and not coordinated 

-Risk assessment to manage  perpetrators and have rehab programmes for them

-Effective assessment of children

-Victims safety is critical as women are in danger when protection order is issued 
	-Victims to have access to psychological and mental heath services

-Women to be adequately advised on how to  lay a criminal charge  against the abusers
	DSD has noted the recommendation and this will be incorporated in the outreach programmes and training of women on DV.
The sector will also train service providers on trauma counselling which will alleviate the pressure 

	8. Individual –Verbal presentation Ms Samie

	-Married on Muslims rights
-Deprived rights to divorce

-Suffered depression

-Intimidated and threatened by husband

-Emotionally and psychologically abused
	-Need help to proceed with divorce
	DSD will play supportive and advisory role, and details are needed for proper referral to the relevant office

	9.Individual-Ms Parmusar

	-Concerned with plight of people with disabilities
-Sexually abused since 9yrs until 20yrs

-Victim and survivor of sexual abuse

-Diagnosed with Life long depression and been discriminated against

-She is a graduate but cannot be gainfully employed 


	-Social grants to be improved
-Services to be accessible
	DSD has noted the recommendations, and will ensure accessibility of services inline with the integrated policy on disability and Un Convention on the rights of Persons with disabilities

	10. Advise desk 
	-Advocates for primary intervention
-Issuing of protection orders inflame the violent situation
	-Better  resourcing of NGO’S
-Extensive public participation in DVA
	DSD acknowledges that NGO’s are under funded while they provide critical services on behalf of government. 

DSD is continuously engaging national treasury to improve funding for NGO’s.


	11.Tshwaranang Ms Vetten
	-Under resourcing of NGO
-Inadequate training for officials
	-Develop a comprehensive strategy to end DVA
-Establish more shelters and counselling services

-Obligation for DSD to establish shelters not in the Act

-Guidelines for shelters to be regulated 

-Breakdown of budget for NGOs by provincial DSD and to be submitted to the committee
	DSD has recognised a gap in legislation to regulate shelters and only the strategy available and norms and standards.
DSD has plan to establish and upgrade two shelters per year per province  in the next five years depending on the availability of resources in provinces

A feasibility study has been commissioned for the development of legislation to accredit services, service providers and registration of shelters etc.

	12. SACBC Catholic Parliamentary Liaison Officer
	-Emphasised that perpetrators are not held accountable
-Women trapped in patriarchal violence

-Substance abuse to be linked to DVA
	-Implications of DV to be taught at an early age at school
-To have designated officers to implement DVA
	-Noted  the recommendations 
VEP Unit to work together with the Substance abuse unit on preventative programmes to highlight the negative impact of substance abuse.

 Educate the community on the available resources and treatment centers within their community. 

	13. Women in Action- Ms Beukes
	-Women to mobilise themselves and speak in one voice
-To challenge patriarchy dominance
	
	Noted  the issues raised 
The department will motivate provinces to establish support groups of victims and survivors with an aim of enhancing their knowledge and understanding of the Gender base Violence, implementation of Domestic Violence Act and Victims Rights.

	14. Gun Free Society
	-10 days of response to court order exposes women to danger
-Accessibility of weapons to be taken seriously
	-Threats with firearms/ guns to be taken seriously and be confiscated immediately
-Victims to be advised appropriately on how to report firearms
	Noted the recommendations on victims to be advised appropriately on how to report firearms and not protect perpetrators possessing firearms. 

	15. Individual – Elizabeth Petersen
	-Shared experiences in working with Shelter Network since 1990
-Concern on access for housing

-Shelters for men

-Standardised funding for shelters

-Human settlement department to be part of the integrated approach to address issues of violence
	
	Noted the concerns raised by Ms Petersen 
DSD has established partnership with the National Shelter Movement (NSM) and they are also part of the VEP National Management Team to provide strategic direction for shelters to be managed effectively, efficiently and to be accountable for services rendered.

	16. Legal Resource Centre and POWA – Lindi Isaacs
	-Essential that all victims are rights are protected and there is commitment of resources
-Violence against women is a form of discrimination

-The state to adopt a policy that prevents violence
	-Government to increase current funding for shelters. Shelter has to rely on donor funding for other operational costs and skills development programmes. This depends entirely on the creative and innovative efforts of shelters
-Recent study conducted on DVA confirms that there is no country worldwide preventative model that has invested enough resources to prevent violence against women
	Noted, benchmarking needs to be done for the model to improve services and interventions
DSD is in the process of developing a best practice one stop centre model for victims of crime and violence to ensure that integrated and holistic services are provided within one environment or infrastructure.

	17. Centre for the Study of Violence and Reconciliation
	-Domestic violence taken seriously only if there are physical injuries


	-Develop a 5 year strategic plan for effective policing.

-365 Days National Plan of Action has no resources and clear strategy


	Noted 
365 Days National Plan of Action is a comprehensive collaborative plan developed by various government departments and civil society organisations. The National Management Team (IDMT) chaired by the SOCA unit is in process of motivating through National treasury to bid for integrated interdepartmental budget to effectively implement the plan of action.   

	
	
	
	


