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TITLE: 
SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS ON “GREEN PAPER: NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLANNING” (NSP) 2009
20 October 2009

INTRODUCTION

In order for the Ad hoc Committee on National Strategic Planning (Green Paper) to consider the Green Paper on National Strategic Planning (NSP), the Committee has extended its invitations to the public. A number of submissions were made by various stakeholders prior to the deliberations on matters reflected on the Green Paper. Public participation is the fundamental aspect of good governance which intends to allow various stakeholders to make inputs and engage on issues pertinent to the Green Paper. This process lays a very systemic foundation for accountable and transparent government in making sure that everybody is able to influence and partake in the decision making process through his or her own inputs. This is the reflection of the government’s commitment to responding to the constitutional obligation and the Freedom Charter which promotes democratic centralism in South African government. The following section consists of written submissions only.  
The written submissions were made by the following stakeholders:

1. BERGEN INTERNATIONAL
2. HARALD WINKLER

3. DR CHRISTOR BECKER

4. MR LORENZ M HESSE

5. MR BILL SEWELL

6. MRS ERICA GROOM

7. DR D MYRICK
8. MR MAGIC NKWASHU

9. AIDS LAW PROJECT

10. BHEKI SIMELANE

11. ACTUAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA

12. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING UNIT – ETHEKWINI MUNICIPALITY

13. CHAMER OF MINES OF SA

14. NEHAWU

15. URBAN REGIONAL PLANNING- NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY

16. FREE MARKET FOUNDATION 
17. THWSA ORGANISANISATION

18. JOBURG DISABILITY FORUM

19. COSATU

20. MEDIA POWER

21. L H FORTUIN

22. OUT OF HOME MEDIA SOUTH AFRICA

23. BUSINESS UNITY SOUTH AFRICA

24. LAW SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA

25. EASTERN CAPE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BOARD
26. DR OMANO EDIGHEJI
27.  JOHN ROCHE
The submissions made by the above stakeholders focused on general and specific issues, as well as recommendations and proposals. This brief gives a concise summary of the submissions made during this process.  

SUMMARY OF SUBMISSIONS
1. BERGEN INTERNATIONAL:

In this submission, it was proposed that the wording in example 1 be amended instead of “Strategic planning and energy security”. It should read as follows (South Africa has to make a key choice in the next few years on energy sources or has to decide on at least one single, superior energy source for power generation, funding it aggressively, initially by way of grant funding, to maximise the overall benefits for the South African economy by way of massive and inclusive intervention.  (Please let us know if this will be incorporated in the Green Paper).

2. HARALD WILKER
The submission proposed that there is a need for NSP to focus more on the implementation levels than in the national level. The submission further recommended that one or two Commissioners should have good credentials on climate change and energy. It also recommended that consultations should be even more broad and real. It further indicated that there is a need for the targets to be developed together in order to come up with a shared (goal) vision. There are a number of other forums that should be considered other than NEDLAC only.

3.  DR CHRISTOR BECKER

The submission recommended that climate change mitigation will require integration of all central developmental issues from energy, economic development up to rural development. It was further contended that the NSP should take into account the significance of the topic (climate change) and make this a core business instead of a non significant topic. There is a need for immediate action for the long-term imperatives of climate change mitigation. The immediate action will assist to align the imperatives for more efficiency and effective ways to address the electricity crises. The climate change also requires setting up clear and simple goals and provides progress report in public. Furthermore, such transparency will promote and build large support from all walks of life including, civil societies, government and businesses that will be required to implement an NSP. 
The submission also seeks clarity on the following issues:

· How the high level of planning will articulate with the detailed plans for each sector? 
· What is going to happen to the previous Medium Term Strategic Framework which was articulated in the Provincial Growth and Development Strategies for 2014? 
· Is the upper tier going to hold the municipalities and regional levels accountable for not implementing and reaching the international goals of our country (Millennium goals and NEPAD priorities? 
· Since 2014 is the due date for the current mandate, who is accountable for making sure that there is a completion of the current goals, objectives, and priorities which inter alia include Millennium goals, Nepad priorities and provincial Growth and Development Strategies? 
There is a need for an agency to ensure comprehension and application of the plan in cabinet, all state departments and private sector with regard to synergy and holistic socio-economic development. There is a need to for the NSP to focus more on local levels and across sectors. The submission also recommended that NSP should clearly define the relationship with the process of Integrated Energy Planning (IEP) hence it has been on hold since the first plan was established in 2003. Defining it as a broader consultative process which will involve strategic thinkers from government, civil society and business will assist in paving the vision of the energy sector in a low carbon economy and society. This also means that even National Integrated Resource Planning and Eskom planning should talk to the NSP. The submission also proposes that those state departments that have revised their missions and visions should also be revised. The example was the Department of Social Services and Population Development. Its vision is to create livelihoods which occurs through kitchen, feeding programmes and social grants only and there is no career or capacity development to empower them in order to sustain their livelihoods and reduce dependency. 
The system only provides short-term motivators for morale which includes creating hopes without implementation. The general feeling was that one of the deficiencies was the lack of knowledge and comprehension in public and private sector and the millennium goals direction has been missed, as well as NEPAD Strategy and the Provincial Growth and Development Strategies. 
4. MR LORENZ M HESSE

The submission has proposed that there is a need for a formulation of Credo for National Natural Resource Preservation in Planning.  This has been identified as one of the important areas that need to be covered in the Green Paper. It was also indicated that the creation of National Strategic Planning needs a global approach for comprehensive new National Conservation Act and a new Land Use Act in South Africa in agreement with all government both at provincial and at a local levels. There is a need for national rural upgrading plan which will guide the rural development issues in order to reduce the movement of rural people to urban areas which is a major contributor to the degrading of the rural resources.  It was further recommended that there is a need for Spatial Law Principle in order to resolve conflicts that are going to be experienced from various bodies which are involved in National Strategic Planning. 

5.    MR BILL SEWELL

The submission has recommended that the national strategy of the developmental state should also include processes of capacity building in the civil society’s structures, in order to achieve sustainable governance outcomes. The national planning should also include skilled people from line departments and civil society’s structures with systemic consultations, participation and proper feedbacks mechanism in order to strengthen the democratic planning process and achieve sustainable outcomes through accountable line departments. 

With regard to the monitoring and evaluation, the submission has recommended the need for the essential sustained success of collective planning, budgeting, monitoring and evaluation that does not only focus on the Auditor General as a supreme external auditor but also there is a need to capacitate and up skill  internal auditors in the departments in order for them to move from their basic compliance, regulatory and control towards more cost effective and value for money performance evaluation of public funds. 

6. MRS ERICA GROOM 

Mrs Groom has suggested that the South African government should address the issue of Control of Population Explosion as a priority in the National Strategic Planning and further recommended the following:

· There must be no child grant to be received by a woman having a child which is conceived while she is still under the legal age of consent.  This will assist in building the future of our young ones and there will be no school girl that falls pregnant instead of focusing on her studies. 

· There must be only two maximum child grant over a life time to be made available to any female.  This will assist in restricting people from getting more than one child yet they don’t have money to raise these children.

The submission is concerned about the poor health system which is a major contributor to the inefficient service delivery. It was indicated that when government is introducing the National Strategic Planning, it should also consider the National Health Insurance Scheme.  It was further suggested that the requirements of the NHIS system should apply to everyone especially those who are working for government i.e. from President and his Cabinet ministers, to members of Parliament and to Municipal employees. This will be fair to other affected individuals such as tax payers and medical Aids contributors. This will mean that every body has been given the same treatment starting from the top and that includes no salary increment in order to compensate the additional costs incurred to access the standard medical aid. It was further indicated that if the NHIS will cover everybody, system is heading for a disaster since in South Africa has less and less tax payers and huge burden of people relying on government grants.  It was therefore proposed that this needs to taken into consideration when dealing with the National Strategic Planning
7. DR D. MYRICK 
The submission has raised a number of questions which are mainly focused in the NPC’s establishment: 

The following questions were raised:

· Should the NPC promote short-term planning and if so how will the National Planning Commission promote short term planning?

· How can the Commission be truly representative of all key stakeholders and not a panel of intellectual elitists?

· At this stage and for that matter upon its approval and subsequent implementation, how can processes and operation avoid being politicised?

· Is another bureaucratic machine being created which will create even more cumbersome and inability to respond to the needs of the people because it is too busy debating and convening to discuss what is readily apparent- poverty, job losses, and lack access to basic service? 

· Should not the National Treasury be empowered to engage in national planning if it does not do so already?     

8. MAGIC NKHWASHU

The submission indicated that there is a need for the NSP to provide more information in terms of the inclusion of people with disabilities.  It was then proposed that government should prioritize almost 2 per cent of its budget in order to prioritize the needs of the people with disabilities at all levels. This will assist in reducing the inequalities and perceptions created by the imbalances of the past. The submission was concerned that seemingly people with disabilities are the last group that government is concerned about when plans are made (Look at the example of the newly created Ministry: Women, Youth, Children, and People with disabilities).   

It was proposed that people with disabilities should be included and participate in the National Strategic Planning instead of continuously neglecting and marginalising them in the system of government. There is a need to fast track the process of making sure that 2 per cent workforce consists of people with disability.  There is a need for them also to benefit from the skills development programmes of government. There is a need for disability economic empowerment (DEE) programme since the Broad Based Economic Empowerment does not seem to be conforming to the target set out in the Growth and Development Strategy and the NEDLAC process. 

It was further recommended that:

· 2 per cent of total budget should be allocated towards the implementation of the recommendation of the Integrated National Disability Strategy.

· Each government department should be compelled to set aside a small budget to address the accessibility issues in their buildings for people with disability. 

· The Department of Transport, in finalising its transport projects, should take into account the importance of access of people with disability to the public transport. 

· There is a need to review the status of care and dependency grant and make sure it is received by everybody despite their employment status. 

· Private companies need to be forced to take social responsibilities prioritising people with disabilities.   

9. AIDS LAW PROJECT

The Aid Law Project has supported the substantive content of the green paper; however the following concerns have been raised:

· It was noted that the green paper is silent on the issues around Constitutional Court jurisprudence that provides much needed guidance on the appropriate relationship between short, medium, and long term planning. 

· Green paper only advances an impoverished notion of consultation, focusing only on the need to secure stakeholder buy in at the expense of placing substantive value on the process itself. 

· It was indicated that the green paper was silent on health therefore; It was proposed that the issue of health planning should be the more prominent in the National Planning.

· The green paper was also not clear in articulating the relationship between the Minister in the Planning Commission and the Secretariat and the government on the other hand. 

· The green paper does not seem to ascribe to the speech of the President during the budget vote where he said” this portfolio will deal with matters of macro and micro economic planning”. This is due to the fact that the green paper does not seem to be focusing a lot on this Department either than in passing.  

10. BHEKITHEMBA D. SIMELANE 
The following recommendations have been made:

· The ideals of the National Planning Strategy should be duplicated in each Premier’s Office in order to enhance government’s capacity in terms of long term planning and implementation. 

· The National Strategic Planning and the Planning Commission should be clearer as to how the government   is going to execute the process of channelling the national plan to other spheres. 

· Planning process would be improved without creating an impression that it is interfering with other departmental mandates. 

· The National Planning should investigate the possibilities of making the promotion of social health a common vision for the country and such public health is likely to keep all the Social Development Departments (Education, Health and Social Development) engaged. 

· It also needs to draw in Criminal Justice Department into the picture as well for this paradigm which takes community safety as a subset of health or social capita. 

· It is very likely to draw in other departments and government spheres to the realization of social health- vehicle for better life for all.   

11.  ACTUARIAL SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA  

The society agrees and supports the vision and plans developed by government in consultation with other stakeholders. The society also wishes to welcome the partnership that is proposed in the document between public and private sector. The Society also understands the fact that the State has got a role to play in shaping country’s economy. However, the Society has again warned the government against creating an expansionary bureaucracy that will hamper service delivery because the value chain is too big. 

12. DEVELOPMENT PLANNING UNIT – ETHEKWINI MUNICIPALITY  

The submission proposed that the issues of conservation, biodiversity and climate change mitigation and adaption should be considered as a national planning issue that needs further investigations. It was further proposed that there is a need for members of the National Planning Commission to have a clear environmental knowledge and understanding. Therefore this means that there should be an adequate representation from the field of biodiversity and climate protection hence the specialist input is regarded as very crucial in order to understand the extent of our dependence on the natural environment and the danger of inadequate consideration and non prioritisation of these issues in the National Strategic Planning. The EThekwini Municipality has also proposed that it will be happy to avail itself to provide inputs in some of the areas, especially in the field of both biodiversity planning and climate protection wherein this organisation has generated extensive experience for many years.  These inputs can be very useful during the development of national strategic plan. 

13. CHAMBER OF MINES OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Chamber support the idea of the “National Planning” especially when it referrers to the outcomes of planning of each department feeding into the development of the national strategic plan and sector plans in turn having take into account the national plan. It was further indicated that the industry has already started embarking in the process to develop 2025 vision for the mining industry, the industry is more than willing to share this input with the National Planning at any given time. This will be a response to the challenge posed by the green paper which says “all social partners should fully appreciate their role and contribute jointly and severally”.  

However, the Chamber is concerned that:
· The green paper seems to exclude the participation of business and labour in the National Planning Commission hence it only spoke about the “respected thinkers” and the definition of this word might differ from one person to another.

·  The Chamber has warned that the exclusion of businesses and labour might lead to the marginalisation of the most important contributors in the economic growth. Secondly, the Chamber is also concern that the planning Commission is responsible for the development of the national plan for the whole country but the stakeholders do not serve in the Commission.

· There is a need for the National planning to obtain the full support from the stakeholders instead of reducing them into mere consultations. 

It was proposed that an organised business and labour should be represented in the National Planning Commission and there is a role individual of expert in the stakeholders. The Chamber support the list of four requirements for good planning in the green paper but it further proposes the fifth requirement which is “ appropriate balance between planning and market factors”, there also is a need for the right mix between the agency of the market and the role of and scope of national planning. 

 14. NEHAWU

In its submission, Nehawu aligns itself with the submission made by COSATU and the Polokwane resolutions which support the need for a National Strategic Plan, and the establishment of an institutional arrangement to develop and monitor such a plan. It was also indicated that there should be clarity on who will be responsible for the overall coordination of National Planning including the appointment of Commissioners, the location of structures as well as the process of consultation and reporting to Cabinet. The submission further indicated that the process of National Planning should be democratic and participatory and should not be driven by a Minister of Planning from the top down approach. It was proposed that the process should be driven by Cabinet and participation by the departments, provincial, local government and civil societies. The institutional arrangements should be utilised and where they are absent, they should be established. The submission also raised a concern with regard to the statement made by the Minister that he intends establishing the NPC and setting up the Secretariat of the NPC immediately after the Green Paper has been adopted by Cabinet. It was argued that this undermines the process of THE White Paper and participatory processes. 

Therefore the submission proposes that the committee should reject the Green Paper proposal on two folds:

· Firstly, it undermines the collective and participatory democratic approach.

· Secondly, the centralisation of the role of the Minister of National Planning   

The submission further recommends that the structure be linked together; with all people being finally accountable to the Cabinet and further suggests that the NPC should be accountable to the Ministerial Committee on Planning (MCP) which is chaired by the President. The MCP should be accountable to the Cabinet which should have the overall accountability to the country through the National Assembly. It was also suggested that all spheres of government be involved in the national planning process and be included even in the MCP and NPC as they form important role players in pursuing the vision of the developmental state and the implementation of the socio-economic policies. This includes: Finance, Economic Development, Trade and Industry, Public Service and Administration, Cooperative Governance and Traditional Affairs, Social Development and Rural Development and Land Reform. 

The establishment of the “Standing Committee on Planning” in the National assembly was proposed so that the issues related to planning; monitoring and evaluation should be an ongoing processes hence the “Standing Committee.”  
15. URBAN REGIONAL PLANNING- NORTH WEST UNIVERSITY 

The submission indicated that South Africa should enhance development significantly through a stratified and focused investment strategy which will focus on the whole urban area system.    
16. THE FREE MARKET FOUNDATION   

The free market foundation is of the view that the Green Paper has omitted two important factors in order for government to succeed. The submission proposed that the issue of economic growth should be taken as a priority and it should be inserted as the very first and important priority in page 12 of the document. It was further proposed that this need to be followed by the economic growth target of 7 per cent and the government should be clear in terms of how it is going to achieve this 7 per cent. The Foundation believes that without much focus on shaping good business environment that creates wealth for everyone; most of the plans will never succeed. (The Foundation is willing to make a presentation to the Committee)

17.  THWASA ORGANISATION  
Thwasa Organisation supports the establishment of the NPC and is more than willing to make contributions to the Minister of the NPC, especially where there is a common objective for a strong and sustainable state, in particular with regard to rural and agricultural development. 

18. JOBURG DISABILITY FORUM  

The submission of the Joburg disAbility Forum is inline with the submission made by   MAGIC NKHWASHU. The submission is concern that the National Strategic Planning does not seem to touching on the issues of the disability. It has been serious concern that when the government embark on certain planning process, people with disabilities are always the last group to be considered. The Forum was concern that people with disability have never benefited in any skills development programme of government.  This means that the government planning as well as budgeting at all levels does not recognise the need of the prioritising people with disability.  

The Forum recommended that

· Government should increase the number of disabled people in the employment.     

· Provide the key channels of communication with members of the public and staff with disabilities. 

· Implement relevant disability considerations into the current procurement process.

· Establish a disable economic empowerment hence BEE is not solving the problem. 

19.   COSATU 

 The submission indicated that the NPC should only be conceptualized in terms of what it is supposed to do. It should also be conceptualized within the concrete institutional context within which it is supposed to operate. The impression of the submission is that the planning commission is operating in the context of other line departments, hence there are dedicated departments which are aimed at fulfilling specific roles, and therefore this leads to the duplication of some functions of certain line departments. When the NPC was formed, it was informed by the need to eliminate duplication, improve efficiency in service delivery and to increase technical and organisational capacity of the state. However, the Green Paper has outlined the functions that the NPC will do, and the general feeling of the submission was that the NPC has come up with nothing special despite encroaching on the functions of the other departments, particularly the Economic Development Department. It was further indicated that the strategic location of the NPC is also flawed and problematic because it creates an Inter-Ministerial Committee that will be chaired by the Minister of the NPC which elevates this ministry above all other ministries. 

However, the submission proposed that there must be an alternative structure that will give proper regard to institutions of authority in government, especially in the Presidency. It was further recommended that the Green Paper should be rejected by the Ad Hoc Committee on National Strategic Planning and further conceptualized structure should be formulated and adopted in this regard. It was further indicated that during the formation of Cabinet, the ministry on National Planning Commission was created in the Presidency, while through the Green Paper references are made instead to the Minister of “National Planning”.  The variation of title is not subtle as it appears especially when viewed against the organogram reflecting the “Institutional arrangements” which is proposed to apply in this ministry. The purpose is to locate the Minister as part of a distinct institutional structure in the Presidency separated from the NPC, and this is consistent with overall strategic positioning of the Minister to be able to impose undue control over policy planning, which is very problematic in nature.  Cosatu therefore proposes that the Green Paper should be rejected by the Committee and adopt the more conceptualized alternative structure in this regard.

The submission recommended as follows:

· There is a need for a complete overhaul of the content of the Green Paper and for its alignment with the perspective on the NPC developed in Polokwane and the Alliance Economic Summit.  

· There is a need for defining the role and constitution of the NPC, the role of the Minister responsible for the NPC and the Ministry of Economic Development in a broader context of building the developmental state. 

· The NPC and Ministry responsible for the National Planning Commission should not be allowed to veto decisions of other departments; hence these are the powers and responsibilities of other departments. The Ad Hoc committee should identify and develop urgent measures to strengthen newly established ministries and departments into fully fledged entities with adequate capacity to fully discharge their mandate in order to build developmental state.   

The submission further made recommendations in relation to the policy formulation: 
The submission recommended that the policy formulation and economic development should be shifted away from the Ministry responsible for the National Planning Commission whose main function should be to develop plans to implement government policy. It was further indicated that there is a need to maintain the integrity of Cabinet’s oversight role over policy formulation, planning and coordination including Cabinet clusters. There is also a need for the strategic planning process to properly define the role of Cabinet cluster, cross cutting departments such as Economic Development or Rural Development, line functions departments, provinces, local government and other state institutions including Parastatals. 

The submission also proposed that there was also a need to amend the title of the Green Paper into a National Planning Commission instead of National Strategic Planning. Secondly, it was recommended that the Committee should reject the concept of Ministerial Committee under chairpersonship of the Minister in NPC on the grounds that this will create a forum wherein one Minister is above others and thereby becomes a Prime Minister and this will lead the non accountability situation. This will inevitably amount to two centres of power in one state. It further suggested that the chairperson of any committee wherein ministers meet either as a cluster or all of them together should be chaired by the President of the Republic and in the absence of the President the chairpersonship can be handed over to the Deputy President of the Republic not another minister.
20.  MEDIA POWER

The Media power proposed that the investigation listed on page 20 of the National Strategic Planning document under “National Planning” be the subject of the Ad Hoc Investigations which will include “the investigations of Government Communications and advertising structure process”. It was further recommended that the establishment of South African Advertising council should be investigated by the Department of Government Communications guided by the National Planning Commission.  The establishment of the Adv council will ensure the cost effective utilisation of and equitable distribution of advertising space in order address the most urgent issues. 

21. L. H FORTUIN   
The submission has questioned the independency of the National Planning Commission (NPC) and it has further indicated that if the NPC will be independent:

· How is going to see to it that its ideas come to fruition?

· Asked whether is going to be an advisory body only? 

· Does the representation mean that all members will take the resolutions to their respective constituencies or will follow the same process as Chapter 9 institutions?

· How are the possibilities of the finalized strategic objective being channelled to the planning processes of various spheres of government? If so will this channelling process results in a nationally uniform planning including reporting format? 

There is also a question of clarity in terms of the linkages that the document has with other ‘public service concept. The submission also raised a warning light against the undue centralisation of all powers and indicates that should the centralising structure collapse there will be more damage than before. The submission has further warned that one size fit all approach would not be possible to other spheres of government hence they differ in their environment nature. It was recommended that the only possible way to address this challenge is to develop a flexible model of strategic priorities and performance indictors should be part of that model. Such flexibility can contribute towards the unity in diversity planning processes and also make vertical layers.  There is a need for the NPC to clarify coordination linkages with other capacity building sectors in the public sector, clarify roles and responsibilities in order to avoid anxiety, conflicts and duplication of efforts hence there are different key role players, presumably.
22. OUT OF HOME MEDIA SOUTH AFRICA

The Out of Home Media has proposed that there should be an overarching regulation governing the out door industry taking into account the requirements of the different landscapes in which it is found it would benefit both regulators at the various levels of government and the industry while ensuring a common stand point throughout the country. It was further envisaged that in some instances the regulations are that draconian that it makes it almost impossible for other new and small companies to enter the market.       

23. BUSINESS UNITY SOUTH AFRICA (BUSA)

BUSA has requested the extension of the consultation period in order to make further submissions on the Green Paper. BUSA does appreciate the opportunity to address the challenges in relation to the government planning and coordination as two integral parts to the development of globally competitive South Africa. BUSA proposes that during the appointments of the independent experts the issue of selection bias is addressed in order to maintain the integrity of the process. It was further proposed that in each priority area/subject, a wider panel is consulted to ensure a balanced approach to the challenges. The submission has also indicated the importance of intra-governmental coordination. It was recommended that the Presidency should develop institutional linkages which will include provincial and local government structures. It was also indicated that there is a need to reconcile the conflict in allowing each government institutions or levels of government to develop their own plans and the broader national plan.           

Moreover, BUSA indicated that the NPC must be an independent establishment in order to meet the desired outcomes. BUSA argues that the Commission does not have the responsibility for policy formulation but instead it provides research inputs into the development of the National Plan. This simply implies that the role of the Commission is becoming more of an advisory capacity which will ultimately advice Cabinet on major policy decisions, including the adoption of medium and long term plans and development targets. The submission indicated a need for the role and mandate of the Planning Commission to be defined more clearly and the need to develop a coherent framework for the appointment of the Commissioners.  It was therefore proposed that the overall responsibility for the appointments resides with the President, which is a similar practice with other Commissions and Statutory bodies. It was also indicated that there is a need for the deliberations on the National Strategic Planning to focus on how the national planning process will interact with NEDLAC because the business will suggest specific proposals regarding NEDLAC participation. BUSA also believes that specific provision should be made for the three social partners.   

24. LAW SOCIETY OF SOUTH AFRICA

The Law Society has recommended the establishment of the integrated plan for the nation as a whole. It was also indicated that there is a need for proposed experts and strategic thinkers who will be coming outside government to make sure that in participating to the National Strategic Plan they also encourage the civil society to participate as a partner. It was further proposed that in developing the National Strategic Planning and its 2025 vision, it will be imperative to take into account the role of the private sector with its investment opportunities promising competitive returns whilst promoting common interest for the nation.      

25. EASTERN CAPE YOUTH DEVELOPMENT BOARD (ECYDB)
The ECYDB has expressed its deepest concern regarding the fatal flaws which are contemplated in the Green Paper, simply because this becomes part and parcel of lenience on government legislation that entertains authorities and subordinates when failing to discharge their duties in the course therein.  This poor lenience has not only contributed to poor service delivery but also culminated in a full scale of an appalling devastation to enable those who are persistently economically marginalised.  The Board is also concerned about the fact that the Minister for National Planning should also link between the NPC, government and co-ordinates the development of documents adopted by extended Cabinet meetings involving other spheres of government.  The danger is that this will lead to the creation of monarchy in due course where there is an era of nation state. 

The Board proposed that President should explore other avenues or deploy two people on the NPC.
· Who will serve as the information officer to liaise with public and private bodies? 

· Who will also serve as the co-ordinator to facilitate cycle of the work of the NPC on all components of system? 

The submission is of the opinion that government should not be allowed to vest all its powers in the hands of the Minister.  (We request transport and accommodation to make oral / verbal submissions)

26. DR OMANO EDIGHEJI
The submission supports the National Strategic Planning and further indicates that it is a norm for the developmental State to establish a planning agency, Commission or planning board. However, Dr Omano has warned that such a high Ministry should not be allowed to be headed by the Minister because in away it becomes a super Ministry which is headed by experts and intellectuals but proposed that it must be headed by the Deputy President at the President’s Office.  He further indicted that this will assist in ensuring effective allocation of resources of government to respond to the needs of the poor. This suggests that this super Ministry needs to be insulted to avoid it being captured by sectional interest groups. It was also suggested that it requires a Presidential Planning Committee instead of Ministerial Panning Committee and key ministers from social and economic cluster.   
It was further indicated that the fact that the National Planning Commission will consists of out side intellectual and experts is going to create a situation where the quest for the developmental State is being undermined because it will appear as if the government is outsourcing its planning responsibilities and authorities. It was further noted that the short fall of the green paper is that even though it is based on a research but it does not appear to have drawn some experiences from successful countries in implementing this e.g. Korea, Singapore, Malaysia and Thailand. The green paper seems to be confusing national vision and the planning. The idea is that the national visions are set by political class and leaders who mobilize the society and their vision. They use and deploy State machinery to develop plans in order to realize this vision. The vision is the goal while the national plan is the means to achieve the goal. 
27. John Rocha
The submission supports the green paper of the National Strategic Planning, however, it was suggested that there is a need to know the structural, institutional and individual weaknesses inherent within the South African Society either at the political, economical, institutional, business and personal level.  This includes public, private, civil society, community based organisation, organisation labour and ordinary citizens. It was suggested that there is a need to define what is it that constitutes national interest and that should go beyond the geographical local or other historical factors. It was also indicated that there is a need for the National Security Strategy in order to define the strategic interest and goals, it will clearly the parameters for its partnership.      
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