PARLIAMENT: RESEARCH UNIT

14 August 2009

SUGGESTED "TOPICS OF INTEREST" FOLLOWING THE 11/12 AUGUST 2009 WORKSHOP OF THE PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

The following list suggests areas of interest the Members of the Portfolio Committee on Science and Technology may wish to consider for further discussion and interrogation when formulating the short-and/or long-term Committee programme. These are:


· The Regional (provincial) Innovation Plans - the details, implementation and progress
· Performance indicators - the selection and development of monitoring and evaluation tools used to measure progress
· The Ten-Year Innovation Plan's Five Grand Challenges - the details of the Science and Implementation Plans for each of the five challenges
· The Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technologies and National Space Science Strategies – the details and implementation plans
· The Science, Engineering and Technology (SET) Human Capital Development (HCD) Strategy
- the details and implementation plan as this strategy will be finalised within the next two months


The Department expressed a need for "strategic prioritisation" and a "differentiated approach between it and the Department of International Relations and Co-operation (DICO)" to manage the current Bilateral Agreements - the details of the prioritisation process, the details of the differentiated approach and how it will be managed
The following list suggests national facilities and/or programmes that the Members of the Portfolio Committee on Science and Technology may wish to consider for an oversight trip. These are:


· The Nanotechnology Research and Development programmes - at the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) and Mintek
· The Southern African Large Telescope (SALT) at Sutherland, the MeerKAT and the Square Kilometre Array
· The Sustainable Livelihoods initiatives - essential oils, aquaculture and/or the indigenous medicinal plants
· The three flagship programmes of the Advanced Manufacturing Technology Strategy – here Members expressed specific interest in the Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) initiative, which forms part of the Advanced Electronics flagship programme at the CSIR's Meraka Institute
· The Satellite Applications Centre - to view the launch of SumbandilaSAT
· Optimal Energy - the company producing the electric motor vehicle, Joule
