SOUTH AFRICAN RUGBY UNION
SAFETY AT SPORT AND RECREATION EVENTS BILL (B7-2009)

Since the first Workshop, facilitated by Patrick Ronan in 2006, held at the Indaba Lodge in Fourways to introduce the draft Safety at Sport and Recreation Events Bill (the Draft Bill), members of the South African Rugby Union was present and involved with the discussions thereof.

This Draft Bill was circulated to all our affiliated Provincial Rugby Unions and with all the responses received from the Provincial Rugby Unions it was decided that SARU will host a two day workshop which was held on 3 and 4 May 2006 in Cape Town attended by most of the Chief Executive Officers of the respective Provincial Rugby Unions and their Stadium Managers.  This Workshop was facilitated by Patrick Ronan, one of the authors of the original Draft Bill.

Concerns raised by the representatives at the Workshop included the minimum requirements and restrictions of the Draft Bill.
Some of the main concerns raised by the delegates and subsequent recommendations were:

1. That some of these minimum requirements to be imposed at venues will have a negative influence on the smaller venues, i.e. Clubs and Schools venues. It was suggested that some of these minimum requirements be relaxed and that these events should be classified as Low Risk Events.  
Recommendation: Low Risk Events have been identified according to the number of spectators, i.e. maximum of 2 000 and we recommend it to be increased to 4 000 persons and that these Events will not require Safety and Security Committees and that the Standards of minimum requirements for these Events should be limited.
2. That some of the requirements stipulated for the Medium and High Risk Events was way out of proportion and the minimum requirements of some of the sections are not realistic. If these minimum requirements were to be enforced, as stipulated in the 2006 Draft Bill, then most of the venue cities/towns will not have enough security, SAPS personnel as well as emergency personnel and equipment available to comply with the requirements.
Recommendation: We must be realistic with certain of these requirements and should be practical without compromising the safety of people at these events. 
Some of these concerns were addressed in the revised draft received in March this year for which we are grateful. However, certain of the regulations in the current Draft Bill are still of concern to us:
1. Venues are required to submit a list of their activities at least six months before the start of certain events.   Due to certain constrains, certain competition fixture cannot be finalised within the prescribed six months period prior to the event. Pres-season friendly matches are for instance organised at short notice. Occasionally, at short notice due to unforeseen circumstances, matches must be moved to alternate venues, e.g. weather conditions, etc. These factors result in event organizers not complying with the requirements as stipulated in the current Draft Bill.
2. Certain of the proposed requirements will result in added costs in running a venue.  With the limited number of spectators attending Provincial matches, we believe that the actual cost of staging an event would far exceed the total gate takings which would ruin the Provincial Unions financially.
3. The host venue should be in charge when hosting an event in conjunction with the SA Police Services.  Too much authority is given to the SA Police Services. Their responsibilities should be limited to the security and safety of the spectators and not to be involved with managing the Event.
4. During the most recent local Test and International Tour Matches we experienced some major concerns regarding the remote search park.  Vehicles directly affected by these remote search parks are the athletes, VIP guest and other dignitaries who mostly arrive at the venue not long before the start of the Event. The remote search park caused long delays and could influence the pre-match program of the athletes. The invited guests and dignitaries were greatly inconvenienced to the embarrassment of the event organizers.
In principal SA Rugby Union supports the current Draft Bill.  In the interest of the game SARU is committed to ensure the safety of the spectators attending its events and will do its utmost to ensure that the required measures and precautionary arrangements are put in place.

Most of these requirements as stipulated in the SAFETY AT SPORT AN RECREATIONAL EVENTS BILL are already being address in a Hosting Agreements between SARU and all the Provincial Rugby Provinces in respect of their participation in the ABSA Currie Cup Competition, Vodacom Cup Competition and those Provincial Rugby Provinces who hosts Rugby Super 14 matches and as well as local Test Matches.

Some of these requirements in the proposed Bill already being addressed by SARU in its Hosting Agreement with its Provincial Rugby Provinces are, inter alia,
1. The relevant Provincial Rugby Provinces are advised well in advance of hosting Test Matches

2. Appointment of an Event Safety and Security Planning Committee, with a Venue Operation Centre (VOC) on the day of the Event.
3. Appointment of emergency services, with Event safety and security measures
4. Implementation of  disaster management plan

5. The use of registered security companies

6. Accreditation System

7. Ticketing system

8. Spectator and vehicle access control system
9. Ensure that adequate Public Liability Insurance is available at each Provincial Rugby Venue
10. Required safety certificates are obtained
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