DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS INPUT ON THE 2009 SONA PROGRESS

In the State of the Nation Address in 2009, the President Jacob Zuma highlighted among other priorities, that:

	"South Africa, being a dry country requires urgent action to mitigate adverse environmental changes and to ensure the provision of water to citizens'


	"We make a commitment that working together we will speed up economic growth and transform the economy to create decent work and sustainable livelihoods"


The Department of Environmental Affairs has made progress to implement the State of the Nation Address priorities. The following input is therefore provided to the Committee:

1. Sustainable management and resource use

The biodiversity sector offers large opportunities in relation to sustainable harvesting of natural resources, including expanding the indigenous flower industry, linking with the bio technology industry in relation to medicinal herbs, expanding the thatching industry etc. In light of this, the department through its Public Entity South African National Parks (SANParks), has identified 3 new Sustainable Resources Use projects: Thatching Reed Harvesting, Wild flower harvesting and Pepper bark harvesting. These will contribute to creation of sustainable livelihood particularly for rural areas.

To ensure sustainable use of natural resources whilst promoting access and benefit sharing, the department has assessed over 34 applications for investigation of species'/organisms' qualities for human consumption/use, medicinal or otherwise. Two of these bioprospecting applications were recommended for permits and three are provisional recommended subject to applicants meeting all the necessary requirements. As we move towards a knowledge economy, bioprospecting is highly significant as it result in ownership of the knowledge about the species qualities and possible products,

2. Growing the economy and infrastructure investment

In line with the R787b national, social and economic infrastructure development budget, there has been growth in demand for Environmental Impact Assessments (EIAs) to be processed. The department has process 98% of all pending EIA applications that were from the previous EIA system. Furthermore, 85% of new National EIA applications were processed within prescribed timeframes. To further improve on the processing of EIA, taking into cognisance the growth experienced, the department intends to obtain short-term additional capacity and establish long-term "permanent" capacity.

In contribution to the delivery of basic services, the department has issued eighty eight (88) waste disposal permits. This will go a long way in the development of waste management infrastructure, which will contribute to improved basic waste services.

3. Fight against crime and corruption

In the fight against environmental crime and enforcing compliance with environmental legislation, over the last 100 days, a conviction of 32 years imprisonment was handed down to a poacher who illegally exported abalone in exchange for drugs. This individual was also involved in car theft and money laundering. This was a clear indication that together, the various crime and corruption fighting arms of government can do more. Assets worth R30 million were confiscated from this individual.

Some of the highlight achievements include confiscation of 50 bags of abalone in the Western cape, 5 tons of abalone worth an estimated R5 million in the Eastern Cape and the arrest of 13 suspected poachers, fishing equipment worth R1.6 million was also confiscated.

4. Create decent work and sustainable livelihoods

The creation of jobs and sustainable livelihoods is arguably Government's top priority. In particular jobs that are located in areas where they will benefit the poorest and, in particular, rural people are a priority. In this regard, the department intends to take forward on an expanded basis, a number of programmes that have direct job and livelihood creation elements. These programmes must be seen in the context of the department's existing contribution to the Expanded Public Works Programme.

The department has selected the Mafikeng Local Municipality (LM) to participate in the Domestic Waste Collection pilot, which is an Expanded Public Works Programme initiative designed towards job creation, poverty alleviation and skills development within communities. In this pilot an economically viable model has been developed, consisting of the delivery of domestic waste collection services to approximately 30,000 households, through local SMMEs utilising labour drawn from the communities to which the services will be extended. The pilot will ensure that after completion of the project, the municipality has the capacity to sustain delivery of waste services.

The Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs launched the National Youth Service Programme pilot project on environment in Saldanha, Western Cape on the 25 June 2009. One hundred and fifty unemployed youth between the ages of 18 and 35 in the Saldanha municipal area were officially welcomed into a year of full time service. The Saldanha project will be expanded to include a further 250 youth in the next two years.

The launch of the pilot project in Saldanha is particularly significant, as it coincides with National Youth month and National Environment month. South Africa is currently celebrating Environment Month under the theme, 'SA Act Now! Combat Climate Change." The youth will be working on environmentally focused projects which include; greening the environment, conservation of natural resources, coastal management, waste management and upgrading of public infrastructure.

In addition to serving their communities, the youth will be further empowered through receiving training accredited in the following areas; environmental technical skills, entrepreneurship skills, computer skills etc. The youth involved in the project will receive a stipend to cover their transport and basic necessities.

2,354 temporary jobs were created as part of the implementation of the Expanded Public Works Programme.

5. Improved environmental health

South Africa's Air Quality Information System (SAAQIS) is an essential resource in enabling the department to monitor the state of air quality at municipal level. The department has conducted an audit of Government owned ambient air quality monitoring stations that could provide information to SAAQIS. The audit revealed that there are 90 government owned stations ready to be linked into SAAQIS in addition to the 19 already linked to the system. The monitoring will enable the department working with municipalities to take measures to improve the quality of air at municipalities, which is aimed at reduction of respiratory diseases linked to air pollution.

6. Climate Change and a better world

Of utmost significance is that African Ministerial Committee on Environment (AMCEN) of which South Africa is currently chairing, has agreed on climate change adaptation as a priority. In line with this, the department has developed a framework for climate vulnerability and adaptation response to guide priority sector in developing sector or industry specific adaptation response plans. The priority sectors and industries that will benefit from the framework are land, water, biodiversity, human settlements, health, coastal management, agriculture, tourism, forestry and financial services (insurance) amongst others.

7. Education and awareness

The department seeks to continuously improve environmental awareness and in this regard 37 046 learners went through environmental education within the National Parks. The department also co-hosted a 5 day Environment Week outreach programme with City of Cape Town as part of the Youth Environment School (YES).

