Comments on Safety at Sports and Recreational Events Act on behalf of the Provincial Unions of the South African Rugby Union

With reference to 3(8)

(8) A stadium must have a robust and purpose specific designed permanent or temporary physical security system in place to secure the field of play, the design of which must incorporate emergency egress gates onto the field of play, to secure the field of play or the podium or stage, the design of which must be approved, in writing, by the Disaster Management Department of the relevant local authority, in consultation with a competent person registered in terms of the Engineering Profession of South Africa Act, 1990 (Act No. 114 of 1990) who specializes in the civil and structural design of stadiums or venues.

This requirement of locking down the field with fencing creates an impression to the world that the South African public does not follow rules and will attack players and referees. I believe that the total lock down of a field should be discussed by the safety committee anda decision taken per event rather than a global decision.

With reference to 3(9)

(9) A stadium, where a high and medium risk event is to be hosted, must have a robust fence and/or wall in place, with a minimum height of 3 meters, which physically j demarcates the inner and outer perimeter of the stadium, within which is incorporated a sufficient number of robust gates which will allow for the safe access and egress of" spectators, into and out of a stadium.

Whilst I can appreciate the need for securing a venue to now change the standard 2.4 high fencing to 3 meters in both unnecessary and expensive. The standard 2.4 high fence should more that suffice to eliminate unauthorized entry.

With reference to 3(10)

(10) A stadium, where a high and medium risk event is to be hosted, must, in its design - 

(i) have sufficient, local Disaster Management Department approved automated spectator turnstiles in place, evenly spread around the stadium, at a minimum ratio of 1 turnstile per 1000 spectators in relation to the certified safe total capacity of a stadium;

(ii) incorporate an electronic spectator access, egress and counting system, including 3 system failure contingency back-up facility, into the turnstile design, which must allow for the minimum safe access of spectators into a stadium at a minimum through-put rate of 1000 persons per hour; and

(iii) incorporate the turnstiles into the robust inner perimeter fence line referred to in sub-regulation (9) above.

Whilst the theory of getting the stadium capacity into a stadium in one hour is the perfect situation, we have to reconsider the turnstile capacity. I would suggest that this be 80 % of capacity and more effort be spent on educating the public on getting to the stadium early and Stadiums provide some pre-match entertainment. With the parking and road infrastructures in place it will be impossible to get all the spectators to arrive within one hour of the event. The turnstiles should also be designed adequately to accommodate the spectators (some full height turnstiles are too narrow and spectators cannot fit through)

With reference to 3 (32)

(32) A stadium or venue must have been inspected by competent officials of the Local Authority and in addition, the said officials must confirm in their inspection report that they are satisfied that a stadium or venue meets the safety and security standards for sports and/or recreational events, as contemplated in terms of the Act: Provided that those requirements and other criteria which may be prescribed in terms of this section, which are not in place at a stadium or a venue at the commencement of the Act, must be complied with within:

(i) 2 years, if high risk events are to be hosted at a stadium or venue;

(ii) 3 years, if medium risk events are to be hosted at a stadium or venue; and

(iii) 5 years, if low risk events are to be hosted at a stadium or venue following on from the commencement of the Act, failing which a prohibition notice in terms of section 22 of the Act will automatically be issued.

The current time scales for medium and high risk events appear a bit too tight can the act be adjusted to increase the time scale and add in "progress to be reported within 2/3 years and completion with 5 years".

With reference to 4(1) (b)

a clear and obstructed spectator walkway space of a minimum of 40 millimeters between the Front of a spectator seat to the rear of the spectator seat in front of that seat:

(iv) This distance should be relaxed as the 40 mm (I assume 400mm) is way too much and 300mm should be considered.

With reference to 4(1) (c)

where the applicant is a stadium owner and where a high risk event is to be hosted, in its design, make provision for the design and temporary or permanent installation of at least one electronic "big-screen" video display replay board, within the spectator viewing area, which has graphic, numeric and video replay capability;

A distance of 200 meters around a stadium is far too great, most stadiums have some sort of parking in close proximity and this value should be revisited.

With reference to 13(gg)

The installation of temporary or permanent public landline telephones, throughout a stadium or venue, at a ratio of 1 telephone per 5000 spectators

With the availability of cellular phones I believe that this requirement should be relaxed. Telkom will not install public landline phones if they are not profitable.

With reference to 19(h) and (i)

For a high risk event no event tickets shall be sold on the day of the event within 5 km of a stadium or venue;

In respect of a medium risk event, no event tickets shall be sold at a stadium or venue on the day of an event: Provided that where such sales of event tickets are conducted on the day of an event, such sales must be conducted at least 1 kilometre from a stadium or venue;

Should this not be open to discussion by the safety and security committee?

With reference to 22 (1) (d) and (e)

the implementation of a no-parking / temporary vehicular access only policy within a stadium or venue or along a route and their respective precincts during an event;
the restriction of temporary vehicular access to a stadium  or venue or an  event along a route and  / or their respective precincts during an event to specific time-slots which are designed to minimize the interaction between vehicular traffic and spectators in close proximity to and within a stadium  or venue  or along a route;

Most stadiums have designated parking bays within the stadium and these bays have been allocated to members who are trusted by the venue operators, we should consider this before canceling access to the stadium. I would also like to suggest demarcated access routes for vehicles entering the stadium so as not to interfere with the walking spectators.

With reference to 23 (j) and (k)

As far as stadiums are concerned, the stadium or venue owner or event organizer shall restrict the consumption of alcohol by spectators at a stadium by enforcing restricted alcohol sales periods by official vendors and limiting the sale of alcohol per visit by a spectator to an alcohol vendor, within a stadium, to 2 units at a time;

The units of alcohol referred to in paragraph (j) shall be limited to 500 millilitres of beer, cider or "cooler" per unit dispensed and 250 millilitres of non-fortified wine per unit dispensed;

To reduce movement to and from the bars and reduce congestion is it not possible to increase this quantity to 4.

With reference to 31 (1) (f)

For the purpose of this regulation, a demarcated exclusive zone surrounding or adjacent to a stadium or venue shall extend to a maximum distance of 1.5 kilometres from the inner perimeter of a stadium or venue.

What is the minimum exclusive zone and is this exclusive zone at the discretion of the safety and security committee.

These comments are made with the best interest of sport in South Africa. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.
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