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DRAFT PROGRAMME

PORTFOLIO COMMITTEE ON WATER AND ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS
TERM 2, 2009, (4TH PARLIAMENT)
****Please note that due to the re-alignment of the sectors, the Portfolio Committee of Water and Environmental Affairs has approximately 25 entities to oversee.  Therefore, Members agreed that 2 meetings a week are required to adequately and appropriately address the critical issues in the water and environmental sectors.

	Date and time
	Agenda/Objectives/Stakeholders
	Venue

	Wednesday, 5 August

09h30 – 13h00

14h00 – 16h00
	Adoption of reports and minutes. 
To ensure that the institutional memory, as well as records for verification of discussions and issues in a particular meeting are accurately captured.

Review by Members of the Committee on proposed agenda items toward the 5-year programme.  

On 13 and 14 July 2009, the Members of the Committee attended an orientation workshop, whereby input from the Departments and its entities were detailed on the mandate, role, achievements and challenges within the water and environmental sector.  The workshop provided the basis for Members input to creating agenda items for the next five years. The content advisor subsequently captured the input and has, put together a draft agenda item, which focuses on work toward its mandate.  The mandate of the Committee is to legislate, conduct oversight of the Executive, promote public participation, facilitate international agreements and review matters of public interest in relation to the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs and its entities.  

The Chairperson has looked at the draft agenda item, and has agreed that Members can use this as a guideline to draft a 5-year programme on 5 August 2009. This date will be used to provide Members an opportunity to determine the agenda items of the 5-year programme, in line with Government’s Priorities; Strategic Plans of the Departments; Cross-cutting issues; Budget Votes, State of the Nation Addresses, etc.  A monitoring and evaluation component will be discussed so that issues are systematically tracked and overseen by Members.
Members of Parliament and support staff.
	M201, Marks Building.

	Tuesday, 11 August
09h00 – 12h45
	Briefings on the Strategic Plan (01 April 2008 to 31 March 2010) of environmental affairs.
The Constitution recognises that legislatures have a critical role to play in overseeing better performance by departments and public entities. The challenge facing members of Parliament and provincial legislatures is to improve the capacity of portfolio committees to hold departments and entities to account for their performance.  In order to undertake this critical role, Members of Parliament need to interrogate and analyse departments and entities strategic plans in order to assess, track, monitor and evaluate the systematic progress of targets and their implementation as per the key performance areas outlined in the strategic plans. The strategic plans must reflect a cost analysis as per the allocations of funds provided to the Department by National Treasury and voted by Parliament.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, National Treasury and Office of the Auditor-General.
	V227, Old Assembly.

	Wednesday, 12 August
14h00 – 17h00
	Briefings on the Strategic Plan (2009 – 2014) of water affairs.

As above.
	V454, Old Assembly

	Tuesday, 18 August
09h30 – 13h00
	Briefings by the water and environmental affairs on the impact of the imperatives outlined in the 2009 State of the Nation Address to the water and environmental sectors.
The State of the Nation Address has major implications for Parliament’s oversight work in that it sets out the priorities for Government for the year ahead.  The State of the Nation Address can therefore be a useful tool for Parliament in carrying out its legislative and oversight functions.  When the President points out areas of concern in the national life, parliamentary committees must ascertain whether these concerns are due, in whole, or in part, to shortcomings in legislation.  At the same time, the Address outlines the priorities for all government departments, which means that it could be used as a matrix for Parliament’s oversight work.  The oversight work should not only be retrospective and focus on achievements or shortcomings of the past year.  It should actively monitor the implementation of programmes outlined in the State of the Nation Address, and call government departments to account during the course of the year.
Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, community-based organisations (CBOs); academic and technical institutions, others.
	V454, Old Assembly

	Wednesday, 19 August
09h30 – 13h00
14h00 – 17h00
	Briefings on the Water for Growth and Development Framework – housed within water affairs.
The development paradigm undertaken by Government underpins a long-term strategic perspective on future challenges and opportunities.  Departmental documentation should also reflect the developmental agenda.  In undertaking the above framework, Members of Parliament, in overseeing the above, can being engaging and assessing whether the framework is aligned to the agenda, can also analyse the time-frames for implementation as well as track progress of projects/programmes.  If monitoring and evaluation is undertaken systematically, the Committee can forward certain resolutions and recommendations on the efficacy of the framework.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, selected academic institutions and non-governmental organisations.

Briefings on:  A National Framework for Sustainable Development for South Africa – housed within environmental affairs.


	M46,Marks 
Building

M46, Marks Building


	Wednesday, 26 August
09h30 – 13h00
14H00 – 17H00
	A briefing on the South African Climate Change Response Strategy, September 2004.
South Africa entered the climate change arena relatively late, only ratifying the Framework Convention on 29 August 1997.  As party to this Convention, the country is required to report on national emissions and is encouraged to consider climate change issues in domestic, social, economic and environmental policymaking.  On 31 July 2002, South Africa ratified the Kyoto Protocol, which then entered into force on 16 February 2005.

Notwithstanding South Africa’s position as a developing country under the Framework Convention and the Kyoto Protocol, the country is nonetheless committed to reducing its emission of greenhouse gases.  Actions taken by South Africa thus far include:

· The then Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT), and at present, the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, is the lead agency in directing and formulating the National Climate Change Response Programme and in ensuring that South Africa’s international obligations are met.

· There is a unit within the DEAT dedicated to the facilitation of intra-sectoral implementation of multi-lateral environmental agreements, namely, International Cooperation and Resources.  The key objective of this unit is to translate the requirements of international agreements such as the Kyoto Protocol and the Montreal Protocol, into public awareness and local and national action.

Members of this Portfolio Committee are particularly obligated and responsible to ensure that the oversight of the programmes undertaken by South Africa at all levels is implemented as it has major repercussions on the future of water, agriculture, food security, health, etc.  Therefore it is critical that this portfolio is the lead committee in undertaking seminars, programmes, establishing an inter-sectoral unit in Parliament to address the multifaceted aspect of climate change.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry, Health, Education, NGOs, CBOs, universities, etc.
A comprehensive briefing on the climate change negotiations.

As above.
	V454, Old Assembly
V454, Old Assembly.

	Wednesday, 2 September
09h30 – 13h00
	Deliberations on the 4th quarter financial reports of the water and environmental sectors.
The Public Finance Management Act (PFMA), 1999 gives effect to the financial management reforms that place greater implementation responsibility on managers in the public service, and makes them more accountable for their performance.  In the first instance, it is left to the Minister/MEC or the Executive (Cabinet/EXCO) to resolve any management failures.  However, thereafter, the National Assembly and provincial legislatures are vested with the power to oversee both the administration and executive.

As a legislative and oversight institution, Parliament has an obligation to undertake oversight over the voted funds, and therefore Members need to analyse and subsequently recommend on monies spent by the Departments that they are mandated to oversee.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, National Treasury and Office of the Auditor-General.
	Meeting still to be approved.

	Tuesday, 08 September

09h30 – 13h00
	Hearings on challenges confronting water boards and recommendations on merging of the water boards.

During the briefings by the Department and water boards on water tariffs and annual reports of water boards, Members recommended a bigger meeting to address the problems encountered by the 14 Water Boards, an entity falling within the Department.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, National Treasury, Water Boards, the South African Local Government Association (SALGA).
	Meeting still to be approved.

	Wednesday, 09 September
09h30 – 13h00
	Hearings on challenges confronting water boards and recommendations on merging of the water boards.
During the briefings by the Department and water boards on water tariffs and annual reports of water boards, Members recommended a bigger meeting to address the problems encountered by the 14 Water Boards, an entity falling within the Department.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, National Treasury, Water Boards, the South African Local Government Association (SALGA).
	Meeting still to be approved.

	Tuesday, 15 September
09h30 – 13h00
	Briefing on the recycling of plastic waste, specifically focusing on the Buyisa-e-Bag and matters around the use of environmental taxes.

Waste and waste management falls within the ambit of environmental matters, and in line with its mandate, the Members of the Committee are obliged to address the issue.

Officials from the Department of Water and Environmental Affairs, National Treasury, Buyisa-e-Bag, local government institutions,
	Meeting still to be approved.

	Wednesday, 16 September
09h30 – 13h00
	Workshop on existing/non-existing infrastructure (water and environmental sectors) in the 9 provinces to ascertain how solutions can be found to a national issue.

A preliminary discussion with a number of stakeholders, comprising the Department, National Treasury, engineering companies working on this issue, selected municipalities, academic and technical institutions.
	Meeting still to be approved.

	Tuesday, 22 September

	Workshop on existing/non-existing infrastructure (water and environmental sectors) in the 9 provinces to ascertain how solutions can be found to a national issue.

A preliminary discussion with a number of stakeholders, comprising the Department, National Treasury, engineering companies working on this issue, selected municipalities, academic and technical institutions.
	Meeting still to be approved.
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