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Legacy Report of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs
For the 3rd Parliament
[2004-2008]
1. Name of Committee
           Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs
2. Functions of committee
· Consider legislation referred to it. 
· Exercise oversight over the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
· Consider International Agreements referred to it. 
· Consider the budget vote of the Department of Foreign Affairs. 
· Facilitate public participation in its processes. 
· Facilitate appointments of statutory bodies. 
· Consider all matters referred to it in terms of legislation, the Rules of Parliament or resolutions of the House.

3. Department/s and Entities overseen by committee
Department of Foreign Affairs
      3. Entities under the Department of Foreign Affairs

          None
4. Method of work of the committee, if committee adopted a particular method of work 
The Committee has a management Committee but the Committee Secretary was not part of it. The Committee meets on Wednesdays.
5. Number of meetings held
	YEAR
	NUMBER OF MEETINGS HELD

	2004
	15 meeting

	
	

	2005
	6 meetings

	
	

	2006
	17 meetings

	
	

	2007
	29 meetings

	
	

	2008
	17 meetings


6. Stakeholders 
 

None
7. Legislation 
	Year
	Title of the Bill
	Purpose of Bill
	Status 

	2004
	None
	
	

	

	2005
	None
	
	

	

	2006
	None
	
	

	

	2007
	None
	
	

	

	2008
	Diplomatic Immunities and Privileges Amendment  Bill [B55 – 2008]
	To amend the definition of “member of a family”; to provide that the Minister must make the list of all the names of the register of persons entitled to immunities or privileges publicly available; and to provide that a certificate by the Director General stating a fact relating to any question as to whether or not a person enjoys immunity or privileges in terms of the said Act is prima facie evidence of that fact; and to provide for matter connected therewith.
	Finalised. Adopted by the Committee on the 30 July 2008. The report was published on the 31 July 2008


8.
Oversight trips undertaken 
	Year

	Date and area
	Objectives  of the visit


	Recommendations and Responses, if any

	Status of the report

	2004
	
	None
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	2005
	
	None
	
	

	

	2006
	
	None
	
	

	

	2007
	6-7 Aug 2008 in Pretoria
	To oversee the status of the offices in preparation to move to new ones
	The Department has not moved to new premises
	Adopted 19 Sep 2007

	
	15-17 Oct 2007 in Johannesburg
	The Committee was attending the 2nd India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA)
	
	Adopted 14 May 2008. ATC 20 May 2008

	

	2008


	
	None
	
	


8. Study tours undertaken 
	Date 
	Place Visited 
	Objectives of the study tour and brief summary of the lessons learnt
	Status of report

	2004
	No international study tours taken

	
	
	
	

	2005
	No international study tours taken

	
	
	
	

	2006
	
	
	

	17-26 Nov 2006
	Sudan
	For South Africa to engage the Sudanese government and other stakeholders such as the civil organisations, political organisations and the country’s academics. It was the Committee’s considered opinion that for peace in the South to succeed, it will depend on South Africa’s ability to build peace in Dafur. The visit was critical for South Africa as the country charged with the post-conflict reconstruction of the whole world.
	Adopted 28 Feb 2007. ATC 13 June 2007

	9-15 Sept  2006
	Brazil
	The Committee was attending the India-Brazil-South Africa (IBSA) business summit in Brazil. The Summit was to explore potential areas of co-operation between the three countries in focus sectors including: Information and Telecommunications, Infrastructure, Energy, Agriculture and Food Processing, Auto Spare parts and Innovation and Technological Development including Pharmaceuticals and Biotechnology
	Adopted 28 Feb 2007. ATC 21 June 2007

	
	
	
	

	 2007
	None
	
	

	
	
	
	

	2008
	
	
	

	16-28 May 2008
	 Western Sahara
And Algeria
	To attend the Anniversary of the Western Sahara people in the struggle against Morocco. To meet with the Members of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the Speaker of Algeria Parliament

	Adopted 22 October 2008. ATC 14 November 2008

	21 Jun-3 Jul 2008
	Israel, Palestine and Syria
	To understand the situation between Palestinians and Israelis
	Adopted 22 October. Published 18 November 2008


9. International Agreements 
	Year
	Title of International Agreement 
	Date report published in ATC

	2004
	None
	

	

	2005
	None
	

	

	2006
	None
	

	

	    2007
	None
	

	

	   2008 
	Treaty of Partnership and Friendship between the Republic of South Africa and Russian Federation
	22 October 2008


10. Statutory appointments

Not applicable as the Committee has never had to deal with any Statutory Institutions
11. Obligations conferred on committee by legislation

N/A

12. Any particular challenge\s relating to the committee’s exercising of its mandate.



Changes to Parliamentary programme resulting in reduced time for Committee period during which 



oversight would normally take place results in limited provincial oversight by the Portfolio 




Committee

13. Outstanding issues to be followed up by the incoming Committee

· Briefing by the Department of Foreign Affairs on the latest developments with regard to Zimbabwe

· Visit to the new premises of the Department of Foreign Affairs

· Follow-up briefing on the Annual Report of  the Department of Foreign Affairs for 2007/2008

· Follow-up briefing by the Department of Foreign Affairs on the relations between South Africa and China in the last 10 years [Department requested a closed meeting]

· Briefing by the Department of Foreign Affairs on the location of Africa institute

· Briefing by the Department of Foreign Affairs on the engagement of the Portfolio Committee on Foreign Affairs into the Diplomatic functions hosted by the Minister of Foreign Affairs
· The Committee to discuss the involvement of the Committee on the appointment or approvals on the appointments of Diplomats

